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As a rule, the longer a speech the less its impres- 
siveness. Many a public speaker cuts short his in- 
fluence by failing’to cut short his address. A Con- 
necticut hearer, on one occasion, passed judgment on a 
pretentious orator by saying of him, “He tried to 
make himself immortal by making himself eternal.” 
If a superintendent, or a prayer-meeting talker, or a 
preacher, would have his words long remembered, he 
must see to it that they are not long drawn out. 





There are two sides to the Christmas season,—as, 
indeed, there are to the whole aspect of human life,— 
the joyous side and thé sorrowful side. It is because 
of remembered merry-makings, gone by forever, that 
the season of merry-makingis pre-eminent]y, to some, 
a season of heart-suffering. The very gayety of the 
streets and shop-windows, the glee of children, and 


the exchange of compliment and wishes of a “ merry 
Christmas,” come back upon the broken family circle 
or upon those suffering from new privations, with 
something of the effect of mockery. And yet the 
festal life goes on—and ought to goon. No true 
heart would throw out its secret sadness as a block 
to the on-rolling wheels of a right joyousness. But 
neither ought any true heart in the midst of its gayety 
to forget that there is another face to Christmas than 
that which smiles directly at him. The sad and the 
gay have each something to give to the othe® Christ 
is in the sorrow and in the joy. He who remembers 
that truth cannot be altogether thoughtless of the two 
aspects of Christmas-tide. 

Prayer is, in the plan of God, a vital force in the 
universe,—as truly a force in the moral world as 
electricity or gravitation is a force in the world of 
nature. It is, therefore, not énough to say that 
because our Father knoweth what things we have 
need of before we ask him, we shall gain nothing 
through an attempt to make known to him our needs 
and desires. God has chosen to condition certain 
gifts to us on our request for them, and, unless we 
pray ateordingly, we have no right to expect to re- 
ceive these gifts. The Son of God while he was 
Son of man realized the importance of prayer for 
himself and for his loved ones, and he enjoined on his 
disciples the duty and the privilege of prayer. If we 
would be blessed, we must pray for ourselves. If we 
would have others blessed, we must pray for them. 
It is often the case that we-can do more for those 
whom we love by prayer in their behalf, than by any 
other mode of endeavor. And to know that those 
who love us are praying in our behalf, is' something 
to be profoundly grateful for. God may honor the 
prayers for us of those whom we prize but lightly. 

Using facts rightly is quite as important in its way 
as having facts to use. And unless a man is careful 
in his use of facts he may come to be sorry that he 
had any facts to use. One of the bishops of the 
Church of England has recently learned a new lesson 
in this line. In an address to Sunday-school teachers, 
a few weeks ago, he gave a series of Sunday-school 
statistics that showed, among other things, more than 
fifty per cent of a given number of scholars from the 
Sunday-school becoming “ confirmed drunkards.” As 
this exhibit seemed to be a severe ‘reflection on the 
family influences, and on the pastoral oversight, in 
the parish thus brought into prominence, the bishop 
has found himself, in the eyes of many intelligent 
observers, in the apparent position of a confessed 
failure as a spiritual guide in a parish of his charge. 
Therefore the good bishop now writes to an English 
paper, in explanation of the facts and his use of them, 
and he says: “ The figures quoted in my address to 
Sunday-school teachers, on October 13, at Canter- 
bury, and alluded to again by your correspondent of 
yesterday, were taken from a speech by the Rev. 
J. Bardsley, made some years ago, and have no 
reference to any Sunday-schools with which I have 
been connected. I only put them into the mouth of 
.an imaginary superintendent, to call attention to the 
undoubted leakage which is one of the most serious 
problems of our Sunday-school system ; and it is only 
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not the figures of to-day, nor of my own personal ex- 
perience.” So it seems that the blame of this pas- 
toral failure is shifted from the present Bishop of 
Dover to “the Rev. J. Bardsley,” who has naturally 
not become a bishop. But the fact still remains that 
those Sunday-school scholars became confirmed drunk- 
ards because the influences of their parents and their 
pastor were not sufficient, even with the help of the 
Sunday-school, to keep them from moral ruin. As 
the speech of the Bishop of Dover was referred to in 
these columns, as cited in the pages of The Evan- 
gelical Churchman cf Toronto, the Bishop’s dis- 
claimer on the subject is also given place here. 





THE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT. 


The holiday which closes the year is the time of 
gifts. For once we all lay aside the notion of “ noth- 
ing for nothing” which the mercantile habits of 
modern society have engrained into us. Each of us, 
within the range of our own social circle, begins to 
ask what he can give that will carry with it pleasure 
and profit. Each of us knows that others are making 
the same kindly inquiries and estimates for him. 
Thus Christmas has for one of its uses that it brings 
us a little nearer to the mind of God, the bountiful 
giver, who pours his life incessantly into his world of 
sentient creatures, who opens his hand to feed every 
living thing, whose very nature it is to impart him- 
self to his creatures. And on the other side it has 
the use to put us into the right attitude of his chil- 
dren, who live by constant dependence on his divine 
giving. It is hard for us to attain that attitude, just 
because the very atmosphere of modern life is so dif- 
ferent from it. We all want to earn ; few are ready 
to take God’s gifts for thanks (gratis) simply, and be 
glad of them. It is said that a gentleman once made 
an experiment of this kind in London. He bought 
out the stock of a costermonger who was selling her- 
rings through the streets, and employed him to give 
them away, instead of selling them. To his astonish- 
ment, the man found he could not so dispose of them. 


roused the suspicion of the poor people of the quarter 
in which he was offering his fish. Herrings at a high 
price, ot a low, they could anderstand ; “ Herrings 
for nothing!” must mean a trick to take them in. 
At best they must be stale or damaged fish, not worth 
the taking ! 

Such is the contrast of God’s ways to man’s ways 
in this matter of giving. God sells nothing ; he gives 
all things. It is his Enemy who sells; it is the world 
which exacts full price. 


“At the Devil’s booth are all things sold, 
Each ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold; 
For a cap and bells otir lives we pay: 
Bubbles we buy with a whole soul’s tasking, 
’Tis heaven alone that is given away, 

Tis only God may be had for the asking.” 

But how natural it is for us to try to put our rela- 
tions to God on a commercial footing, and, like the 
elder son in the parable, to exact wages for our vir- 
tues and our obedience! Let Christmas time lift us, 
if but for a little, into that better atmosphere, where 
we lose sight of bargaining and merit, and cast our- 
selves on the generosity of the Father. In the season 





fair to say that, though perfectly genuine, they are 


of gifts, let us remember that, while there may be 
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When he called “ Herrings for nothing!” he at once , 




























































































hard-earned “ wages ” 
of God is eternal life.” 

This brings the thought that it is a great gift which 
lies at the heart of Christmas-time, and makes it the 
fitting time for gifts with all of us. In the incarna- 
tion God poured the fulness of a divine and eternal 
life into the lap of a needy world. He so loved it 
that he gave his Son, and so made Christmas. ‘The 
greatness of the gift measures the greatness of the 
love. It is those who see in Christ the eternal Son 
of the Father, who must have the deepest and truest 
sense of the truth of God’s love to man. To have 
‘sent a messenger, to have raised up a prophet, to 
have created a perfect man as the channel of his wis- 
dom to men, would have been gifts of his love; but 
“hey never would have made a Christendom light up 
the darkest season of winter with a festival of gifts. 
They would not have evidenced to us the highest 
love, the love which involves sacrifice, not only in the 
shape of suffering for us, but in that of subjecting 
one we love to humiliation and suffering for the sake 
of others. All this iay implicit in that divine gift ; all 
this the Father did and gave that he might briug us 
back to his love. 

' In selecting our Christmas gifts, we often are in a 
quandary. Shall they express ourselves and our 
tastes to those who receive them, or shall we accom- 
modate ourselves to their likings and tastes? Gene- 
rally and naturally we come to the latter. We give 
bright, and even crude, colors to those whose percep- 
tions have not been trained to appreciate more deli- 
cate shades ; sweets to the children, whose uncultured 
senses are thus pleased. But, in the great Christmas 
gift, God gave to express himself to us, and to meet, 
not our liking, but our needs, Probabiy, outside the 
household into which he was born, there was not one 
human being to welcome the Christ-child as was fit. 
His nation saw nothing to rejoice at in him, and gave 
him over to the Romans, to be put to death. The 
world saw nothing to desire in him, and would have 
erushed the good news by its hate or indifference: 
But the unloved gift lay for ages-in the world’s 
thankless hand, and under its careless eye, until the 
unspeakableness of its worth began to dawn upon it. 
At last it wakened up to something of the precious- 
ness of what God had given, and began to keep holi- 
day on what it believed to be the day of its coming. 
And so, as generations pass, the gift grows more 
precious, and Christmas more joyous, and, the Christ- 
child more a denter of glad thanksgiving and praise. 


in another quarter, “the gift 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Nore.—This department has its purpose and its limitations, 
Its purpose is the giving and answering of such of the letters 
received by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to 
have, an interest to readers generally, and for which the space 
can conveniently be found. Its limitations age fixed by the 
requirements of other dep*rtments. There are times when 
ten letters which might have a place here are received, where 
one can be printed. Letters are warmly welcomed, and they 
are cordially invited, even though not all of them can be 
responded to. Under no circumstances isan anonymous letter 
either answered or read by the Editor. The signature to 
every letter or postal card in an unfamiliar handwMting is 
first looked for. If that be lacking, the document is at once 
destroyed unread. Personal requests for aid in the selection 
or purchase of books, or other helps to study, cannot, as a rule, 
be responded to, in this department or by private letter. 








Nothing is known as to the life beyond the grave, save 
as it is disclosed to us in the Bible; and the Bible has 
very little to say on that subject. Yet the human mind 
is curious te know more, and is ceaselessly reaching out 
for knowledge on the subject that is unattainable here. 
An incidental reference to the future state by any one of 
the lesson-writers is pretty sure to excite fresh inquiries 
as to the matter thus touched upon. An illustration of 
this is given in a letter from a Connecticut reader, who 
writes: 

In the issue of The Sunday School Times of November 21 
Dr. Geikie, referring, in the Lesson Story, to Christ’s words to 
the thief on the cross, “ To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise,” says: “ He could not have meant the heavenly paradise, 
—for after his resurrection he had not, he said, as yet ascended 
to the Father,—but that abode in which, according to Jewish 
theology, the souls of the just remained till they were raised to 


‘world, subdivided into “ Paradise,” 


fault, but certainly that passage puts me quite in the dark as to 
what Christ meant. © Are we to get the idea that there is a place 
where the souls of the just Yemain before entering heaven, or 
that there was such a place, and Christ destroyed it by his 
death? For Dr. Geikie plainly says that Christ meant “that 
abode in which, according to Jewish theology,” ete. If you 
have time, and deem it of sufficient importance, will you kindly 
give me some light on this, and tell me what we are to under- 
stand from Christ’s words? 


According to Jewish ideas, the future state included 
the general region of “‘sheol,” or ‘‘ hades,” or the lower 
or “Abraham’s 
bosom,” as the resting-place of the good, and “Gehenna,” 
or the “ lake of fire,” as the abode of the wicked; these two 
divisions being separated by “a great gulf.” Distinct 
from this region was the ultimate “ heaven,” or “ heaven 
of heavens,” into which the redeemed enter after the final 
resurrection. In teaching the Jews, our Lord naturally 
employed language familiar to them, with reference to 
the future state as well as with reference to the preserft 
life. It is to this fact that Dr. Geikie refers in his Les- 
son Story. As to the views of Christians of to-day on 
this. subject, it can hardly be said that there is entire 
agreement; but so careful a scholar as the late Professor 
A. A. Hodge said, in these pages, in an article on “ The 
Intermediate State,” under date of July 3, 1886: ‘‘To be 
absent from the body is now, in the beautiful words of 
our new version, ‘to be at home with the Lord.’ .. . This 
[state] is ¢ perfect that, in comparison with the believer 
on earth, Paul declares that ‘it is far better.’. . . Never- 
theless, in this state redemption is not consummated; 
there is something greatly better beyond, to which the 
blessed dead as well as the living believer on earth looks 
forward with longing and confident anticipation.” In 
short, in the opinion of many Christian scholars, we are 
taught in the Bible that the state or condition of the 
righteous dead is not the state or condition into which 
the righteous dead wjll enter with their Lord after the 
resurrection. But at the best this opinion is based upon 
an interpretation of language that is necessarily limited 
and partial, because it is human and finite, while refer- 
ring to things spiritual and infinite. 


This question of the Bible in our colleges is a burning 
question. If it be true that any college proposes to take 
a young man for four of the most important years of his 
life, and direct his preparatory studies, without giving 
him an opportunity to know anything about the greatest 
of all classics and the foremost book in the world’s lit- 
erature, it may well be asked whether that college can 
fairly be called a well-furnished college, or whether a 
student has such advantages there as he is entitled to 
expect from a fairly well furnished college. So promi- 
nent has this question already become, that the president 
of a New England college said recently, that no one 
inquiry concerning the advantages of his college was 
pressed by so many parents as the question, “ What 
place has Bible study in the college course?” And 
this question is sure to become more and more promi- 
nent, until it has practically defined a line between the 
colleges where the Bible has a place of honor as a sub- 
‘ject of study, and the colleges where such study is ignored 
or is given a minor place. Mention having been made, 
in these pages, of several colleges which “have put the 
Bible into its rightful place of honor as the center of the 
highest culture, itself a complete literature of supreme 
importance,” representatives of various other colleges 
have come forward to claim for their institutions of 
learning a place in the same roll of honor. Several of 
these colleges have already been named in this column, 
and several others now report themselves afresh. A 
professor in Austin College, Texas, writes : 


With reference to the Bible course in our colleges and uni- 
versities referred to in your Notes on Open Letters, I like the 
spirit of the article from the dean of the Woman’s College of 
Baltimore. The Bible course of Dr. Shearer has been promi- 
nent in the curriculum of the Southwestern Presbyterian Uni- 
versity; located at Clarksville, Tennessee, for many years. In 
the course at my Alma Mater, Davidson College, North Caro- 
lina, the synodical male college of North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, there has been for five or six years » three 
years’ Bible course, two years of which are required for any 
degree. Here in Austin College, the synodical male school of 
Texas, a four years’ Bible course is required for any’ degree. 
So we find this desiderxtum is not confined to Yale, Amherst, 
and Dickinson, nor indeed to Northerischools. Thinking it 
desirable that you possess this information, I have addressed 
you. . 


And from a professor in Macalester College, Minne- 
sota, there comes this claim : 


If you will look into the matter carefully, [am confident you 





enter in the kingdom of the Messiah.” Now, it may be my 


will find that in quite a number of American colleges the Bible 


is, and has been, a required study. Any way, Macalester Col- 
lege, of the twin cities of Minnesota, as well as those named in ? 
your issue of October 24, has an endowed chair of biblical his- , 
tory and literature, and has put the Bible into its “ rightful 
place of honor as the center df the highest culture.”"¥ We might,, 
add also that we require candidates for the ministry to recite , 
thrice weekly in the Greek Testament during the senior year, 
the aim being to read it entire, and master idioms and veeele- 
lary. Last year, out of the twenty-seven in the cldss twenty- ' 
one thas read. 


It was not said, in th~ editorial of. The Sunday School ’ 
Times on “The Bible in the Colleges,” that Yale and | 
Amherst and Dickinson were the only three American’ 
colleges that had put the Bible into its rightful place in* 
the studies of a liberal education, but that these three | 
had done so. It is pleasant to know that other colleges: 
are doing as well. That the number of such colleges 
must increase is clear to any intelligent reader of the 
signs of the times, The Wooster Voice, a college paper, . 
says on the same subject: 


_- 


: 

Wooster University [Ohio] has no ‘* Chair of Biblical Litera-» 
ture,” but she does support a “ Chair of Biblical Instruction and 
Apologetics,” which covers substantially the same ground, 
although not the study of the English Bible. Through the, 
work of the Christian Associations, however, the Bible is care: 
fully and systematically studied. 


But it is the English Bible that should be a subject of 
systematic study in the college course, under the charge 
of a college. professor. Theological studies, on the one 
hand, or voluntary courses of Bible study in the Young, 
Men’s Christian Association, or under volunteer teachers, 
on the other hand, do not by any means meet the case. 
The Bible itself as a book deserves a central place in the 
studies of a college course; and it is sure to:have it in, 
the best colleges. Information as to other colleges which 
provide for such study will be welcome in these pages. 








ON EARTH, PEACE. 
BY PHILIP E. HOWARD. 


‘ Peace, an angel all in white, 
Down a moonbeam, through the cloud, 
Floated like a dream of light ; 
And her silver-flashing wing, 
Sweeping low in surer flight, 
Touched the cheek where teardrops cling. 


Then aloft she soared again,— 
Storm-clouds halted as she passed ; 
And a voice, once choked with pain, 
Sang 80 joyously and strong, 

Angels caught the glad refrain 

Till the heavens rang with song. 


Philadelphia. 





EMENDATION OF THE TEXT OF THE 
BOOK OF REVELATION. 


BY PROFESSOR PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D. 


Dr. Bernhard Weiss, professor of New Testament 
exegesis in the University of Berlin, stands, after the 
death of Meyer, easily at the head of expounders of the 
New Testament, and is the chief reviser of Meyer’s com- 
mentaries. He is not equal, perhaps, to his predecessor, 
as an exegete, but superior as a textual critic. 
monographs on Matthew and Mark (Das Matthiius- 
evangelium und seine Lucas- Parallelen, 1876; Das Mar- 
cusevangelium und seine synoptischen Parallelen, 1872) are 
most elaborate and exhaustive investigations of the 
synoptic problem, or the relationship of the first three 
Gospels. They belong to the department of higher or 
literary criticism. 

We have now from him a work bearing strictly on 
textual criticism. It is an attempt to restore the original 
text of the Apocalypse, and is a rare masterpiece of pains- 
taking accuracy. He ignores the cursive manuscripts, 
and bases his text exclusively on the five remaining uncial 
manuscripts. Three of them date from the fourth or fifth 

tury,—namely, Codex Sinaiticus (N, or Aleph), Co- 
dex Alexandrinus (A), Codex Ephremi (C, a defective 
palimpsest),—and two of the eighth or ninth ceptury,— 
namely, Codex Porfirianus Chiovensis (P) and Codex 
Tregellesii (Q, usually named B*™). ‘The famous 
Codex B (Vaticanus) is here unfortunately wanting, as 
it breaks off at Hebrews 9: 14. 

These five manuscripts present, in the four hundred or 
more verses of the Apocalypse, nearly 1,650 variations 
from the accepted text. Codex A shows about 210, Co- 


4 dex C, 110, Codex XX, over 515 variations, 


Dr. Weiss records, classifies, and disgusggs these tex- 
tual variations in two hundted and twenty-five pages, 





with the most minute care and exhaustive fulness. Only 


His two ' 
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a German professor could have written such a book. The 
results are briefly as follows: 

1. The Apocalypse was ‘the last among the apostolic 
writings which received canonical sanction, at least in 
the East. Hence the large number of variations in the 
oldest manuscripts, which antedate the settlement of 
the canon. Much less care was bestowed upon doubtful 
books than those which were recognized by the whole 
Church. 

2. The settlement of the canon led to a systematic 
emendation and unification of the text. Codices PandQ 
show the influence of the emendated text much more than 
the older manuscripts. Where, when, and how this 
emendation was made, is as yet merely a matter of con- 
jecture, but it must have begun very early. Traces of it 
are found already in Aleph, which has over one hundred 
emendations in common with P and Q. Westcott and 
Hort assume that the settlement of the text or the forma- 
tion of the textus receptus took place in Syria, before the 
time of Chrysostom. This is a plausible hypothesis, but 
destitute of historic evidence. 

8. The older text of the Apocalypse is best represented 
by Codex A, and next to it by Codex C as far as it goes. 
Aleph is less correct, and does not deserve the favor 
given to it by Tischendorf, the discoverer, in his last 
edition. 

4. In constituting the true text, we cannot make any 
of the five uncials the sole basis. In weighing the varia- 
tions, we must first of all consider whether they have 
the character of an intentional emendation or arbitrary 
change. 

5. The remaining textual sources are not of much 
account in this case. The patristic quotations are few, 
and the oldest versions do not include the Apocalypse, 
or are as yet imperfectly known. The unanimity of the 
cursive manuscripts is not decisive. They present in 
Tischerdorf’s apparatus about twelve hundred varia- 
tions, and ampng them all varieties of error. 

6. The textual investigation has confirmed Dr. Weiss 
in his conviction of the unity of the Apocalypse. This 
is a very important result, and weighs heavily against 
Vischer’s hypothesis of its composite character. 

7. Weiss.gives, in conclusion, the amended text with 
critical notes, which amount almost to a commentary. 

His text agrees much more with that of Westcott and 
Hort, who follow the Alexandrian Codex, than with that 
of Tischendorf, who follows the Sinaitic. But the agree- 
ment is hot so great in the Apocalypse as in the Gospels, 
where we have the invaluable guidance of the Vatican 
Codex. Weiss more frequently rejects the readings of 


the Alexandrian Codex than do Westcott and Hort. 


* ° ° > 
Union Theological Seminary. 
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THE STAR AND THE SONG. 
BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 





O star that saw the Saviour’s birth, 

Still doth thy glory light the earth. 

And not alone the wise men heed, 

And follow where its splendors lead ; 
From north to south, from east to west, 
The weary nations join the quest, 

And lift from longing hearts the plea, 
“The world’s Redeemer! Where is he?” 


O song of angels, clear and sweet, 

The tongues of men your notes repeat! 
Your heavenly promise soars and swells 
In every chime of Christmas bells. 

* Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,” 
In deeds of mercy speaks again. 

And love, with precious sacrifice, 

Leads where the world’s Redeemer lies, 


Bvanston, Ilia. 





ALBERT-WOODRUFF AND HIS WORK IN 
THE SUNDAY-SC€HOOL CAUSE. 


BY ALICE DINSMOOR. 


Out of the ranks of the world-wide Sunday-school army 
has stepped one of the very foremost leaders. Mr. Wood- 
ruff was always on advance ground, and so an outline of 
his life is,in fact, an outline of the scope of Sunday- 
school work as it has so far been developed. 

He left a New England home in 1826, when nineteen 
years old, to enter business in the city of New York. It 
was not long before he was superintendent of a mission 
Sunday-school held in a public-school building in the 
lower part of that city. When it numbered six hundred 
pupils, Dr. Spring, who was then Mr. Woodruff’s pastor, 
visited it; and as he noticed the discipline maintained, 


« the wise administration, and the efficiency of the work, 


he said, “ E would rather be at the head of that school 
than the pastor of my church.” 

In those years, as later, Mr. Woodruff used his influ- 
ence in every possible way to create public sentiment in 
favor of Sunday-schools. It was partly with this end in 
view that, in 1839, he undertook and successfully con- 
ducted a remarkable Sunday-school excursion. He col- 
lected the money necessary, arranged the minute details, 
and, under his direction, twelve thousand children and 
their teachers were transported to Staten Island. There 
provision for their comfort and entertainment awaited 
them. President Van Buren and Governor Seward were 
among the distinguished guests, and the latter delivered 
an address, 

In 1844, Mr. Woodruff removed his family to Brooklyn. 
Here his activities have been yet wider. He was early 
superintendent of the school which grew into the Bethel 
Sunday-school, now an adjunct of Plymouth Church ; 
also of the home-school of the Church of the Pilgrims, 
of which he was one of the founders. 

It was in the year 1846 that he taught a group of boys 
whom he found playing on Sunday afternoons, under a 
poplar-tree in State Street, near his own home. Their 
number increased, and he moved them into sheltered 
quarters, Thus began what is now the Pilgrim Chapel 
Sunday-school, with nearly a thousand members lodged 
in a beautiful building. 

The Brooklyn Sunday-sehool Union, with its ably con- 
ducted normal classes now held in large churches in 
various parts of this city, with its unique “ Anniversary 
Day,” when wbout sixty thousand children march in the 
shaded avenue or in the Park, to celebrate its founda- 
tion, owes its origin largely, if not chiefly, to the same 
aggressive spirit. 

Mr. Woodruff was a man of very strong convictions, 
Oneof his profoundest was that the world can never be 
evangelized until every Christian feels his own individual 
responsibility for its accomplishment. This is an idea 
which he found had not taken root in continental Europe 
when he went there in 1856, Lay teaching of the Bible, 
outside the secular schools, was virtually unknown; and 
out of his persistent effort to show men and women what 
privileges they were losing, what divine commands they 
were disobeying, came the beginnings of the hundreds 
of Sunday-schools in Germany, Italy,and France. Dur- 
ing a second visit in Europe concluded in 1864, the work 
begun in a small way, amidst great difficulties and dis- 
couragements, was much extended. 

It was then that Mr. Bréckelmann, a retired German 
banker of Heidelberg, left his home at Mr. Woodruff’s 
earnest solicitation, and at his expense, and with him 
visited the chief cities of Germany, acting as inter- 
preter. They talked with clergymen, many of whom 
they found opposed to their project; they held meet- 
ings to create public sentiment, they sought out those 
who were willing to become voluntary teachers, and 
they organized schools. - 

As the agent of the London Sunday-school Union and 
the Foreign Sunday-school Association, Mr. Bréckel- 
mann has since given many years to the further exten- 
sion of the work, and earned the name of the “ Apostle 
of Sunday-schools.” Three years ago the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of this small beginning was. celebrated 
throughout the length and breadth of the German 
Empire. That grand representative gathering in Berlin, 
which was the most -significant part of the celebration, 
is too fresh in people’s minds to need more than a refgr- 
ence here. The telegraphic message of grateful con- 
gratulation to Mr. Woodruff was the evidence that he 
was not forgotten. 

During both of the sojourns in Europe, Mr. Woodruff 
had wise connsel and efficient assistance from his wife. 
From théir return home in 1864 to the close of their 
earthly lives both devoted their time and energy chiefly 
to the work whose foundation they had laid. They kept 
open the line of communication with the workers they 
had started on the other side by means of correspond- 
ence; but, not satisfied to give sympathy and assistance 
to these alone, they were soon overburdened, and asked 
one and another friend to aid them. Thus began the 
Foreign Sunday-school Association. 

The letter-writers early in the history of the organiza- 
tion were divided into committees, designated, respec- 
tively, the Spanish, Italian, French, and German. When 
the correspondence began, it was limited to Central and 
Southern Europe; but nearly, if not quite, twenty years 
ago, the Spanish Committee’s work extended to Portugal, 
Mexico, and South America. Germany, except in sec- 
tions remote from the cities, has outgrown the need of 
counsel or assistance, and effort is now mainly directed 





to Bohemia, Hungary, and Bulgaria. The French Com- 


mittee’s field to-day reaches to the ends of the earth. At 
a typical meeting of this committee, letters are read from 
China, Japan, India, Madagascar, and South Africa, as 
well as Belgium and France. 

The meetings of the committees and the general 
monthly meetings have been held at Mr. Woodruff’s 
house; and so the only expense connected with the work 
has been for routine clerical service, printing, and post- 
age, leaving almost the entire receipts of the society for 
the foreign fields. These receipts are spent in paying 
the traveling expenses of colporteurs or others who estab- 
lish Sunday-schools, but chiefly in supplying suitable 
literature for children, and helps to Bible study for teach- 
ers. Papers in no less than eight languages have been 
started, and, so far as they have not become self-sustain- 
ing, are still published at the expense of the society, 
which distributes them as a gift in schools too poor to 
pay subscriptions. Books for children have been. put 
into.Sunday-school libraries, in sixteen languages, to the 
number of forty thousand, “Christie’s Old’ Organ,” 
“Saved at Sea,” “ Tip Lewis and his Little Lost Gip,” 
and others, have been richly blessed in many lands, The 
success of this particular department of the work, the 
translation and distribution of books, has been largely 
due to the gifts of Mrs, Walter T, Hatch of Brooklyn, 
and to friends whose interest she has gained. 

To every department of the Association Mr. Woodruff 
has given both general and special direction. He was 
quick to suggest the kind of stimulus needed by a half- 
hearted worker anywhere, to see where an efficient one 
could increase his activity, to offer a remedy for any sort 
of obstacle encountered. He had always some new 
project in his mind which he wanted to have tried, 
Many of these, chimerical as they seemed to the less far 
sighted, have long ago proved their feasibility by their 
success, 

That the lack of a perfectly suitable room is no excuse 
for any Christian’s not teaching some one more ignorant 
than himself, that the lack of early training does not excuse 
him, were cardinal convictions with Mr, Woodruff; and 
members of the committees were constantly urged to 
emphasize these ideas in their letters. They are ac- 
cepted now to the opening of parlors, kitchens, and 
school-rooms, as well as halls and churches, in the lands 
to which the letters have gone. Many a distrustful 
woman, and many a man, idle hitherto in Christian 
work, is to-day doing good service; and Mr. Woodruff 
and his co-workers have often taken fresh courage from 
the news of conversions, useful lives, and triumphant 
deaths among these distant Sunday-school scholars, 

Mr. Woodruff’s pen was long active in the cause 
he loved. In 1856 he published a book called “ Kin- 
dling.” It was written, as he says in the preface, “under 
the severest pressure of business, with the hope that 
it might be a means of extending co-operative Chris- 
tianity, of establishing Sunday-achools where they are 
not, and of perfecting them where they are.” His 
newspaper and magazine articles and leaflets on various 
phases of Sunday-school work have had wide circula- 
tion,—none, probably, so wide as the one upon the “ Or- 
ganization and Conduct of Sunday-schools.” This has 
Scripture references in support of almost every direction 
contained in it. The leaflet has been translated into 
many languages, and there is abundant testimony to 
its helpfulness. It was embodied in the “ Woodruff 
Memorial Guide and Hymn Book,” prepared by Mr, 
Woodruff for China, translated and published in Shang- 
hai in 1888. 

This book was at once a Jabor of love for China anda 
tribute of love to Mrs. Woodruff. When her gentle, 
consecrated life ended in 1882, some friends placed in 
Mr. Woodruff’s hands a sum of money, to be used as a 
memorial to her. As she had been especially solicitous 
for China, Mr. Woodruff wished to have it take the form 
of a permanently useful book for that country. This de- 
sire was realized, though the sum given was far from 
enough to cover the expense involved; and @he work of 
thé selection and arrangement of two hundred hymns, 
with suitable music, severely taxed Mr. Woodruff’s 
strength. Scarcely Jess weating were the long corre- 
spondence and tedious delay connected with the transla- 
tion and publication of the book at such a distance. 
When at last it was accomplished, his perseverance had 
overcome difficulties which would have utterly discour- 
aged a man of less faith and determination. 

It was a ljong-cherished theory with Mr. Woodruff, 
that, if the Bible could be studied in the Greek Church 
in Russia, in the face-to-face, heart-to-heart method of 
the Sunday-school, the uplifting of that unhappy people 
could be accomplished. Four years ago he formed a 





plan to go there, hoping that his presence might bring 
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about what letters had failed to do. It was only because 


his family insisted that at eighty years of age his strength 
was unequal to the task, thut he was deterred from 
going. 

Mr. Woodruff’s faith in the Bible as the word of God 
for the world, and his strong assurance of its “ vital and 
vivifying power,” kept his enthusiasm at white heat. 
Age did not quench, did not even dim it; it held him at 
his pest, devising new schemes, enlisting new workers, 
when pain gave repeated warnings. Next to the bless- 
ing of God, this enthusiasm, which was transferred in 
some degree to every member, has been the secret of the 
work accomplished by the Association. Modesty and 
gentleness were not less conspicuous in Mr. Woodruff’s 
demeanor than were sincerity and earnestness in his 
character. The beauty of the Lord had come upon him. 

On the evening of November 8, a large assembly 
gathered in the Church of the Pilgrims in Brooklyn, 
to attend a memorial service to Mr. Woodruff. There 
were old’ men, who had worked beside him, and young 
men, who had learned from him, from every part of the 
city, from churches of widely differing creeds; there 
were colored people, whose faces showed their loving 
interest; there was a large company of Chinamen ; there 
were the members of the Association which he had 
formed, and to whom he has been an inspiration, It 
was a gathering representative in many ways, but small, 
I believe, in comparison with that company, gathered out 
of almost every kindred and tribe and nation, who, as 
his spirit entered the heavenly gates, could say to their 
Lord, “It was through this man that I learned to love 
thee.” 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


GRANDMOTHER'S CHRISTMAS-TREE. 


BY ROSE HAWTHORNE LATHROP. 





How busy the children were, knitting and sewing 
For grandmother’s Christmas-tree ! 

There were lace caps and wristers and woolen shoes growing 
Into beautiful objects to see ! 


It was the notion of Susie, the youngest of all, 
That the surprise should be grandma’s this year : 

* She's such a nice lady, in such a nice shawl, 
And her footsteps are trembling and queer! 


** She’s got bonbons that nobody scolds me for eating, 
And dolls that are tiny and stout, 

Which she gives me when somebody else has been treating 
Me badly!” Sue lisped, with a pout, 


So it soon was decided to accept these reasons 
Why grandma should have this great honor ; 

And her presents were male on the sly at all seasons 
With loving delight by each donor. 


Dear grandma was dressed in silken array, 

When the bright Christinas Eve had come round ; 
And the doore flung aside, lo! out shot a ray 

From each twig dn the hugeifir’s dark ground ! 


And presents—they dangled in crowds every where, 
Till it looked like a fairy’s bazar ; 

And the children cried out, with pride in their air: 
“ This fine tree is for you, grandmama!” 


Then grandmother stared, and grandmother laughed, 
And she courtesied in old-fashioned style, 

And she piped: “I declare, I believe I’ve gone daft, 
Or have fallen to dreaming awhile! 


“ Well, well, little pets, I’ll accept the bright tree, 
That shall light me far on my old way ; 

And now take your presents, which I hope will be 
Worthy children so kind and so gay!” 


So down éat old grandma in her high-backed old chair ; 
But thes brought to her gift after gift, 

With many a speech and well-wishing prayer, ‘ 
Till her treasures she scarcely could lift. 


“ Por nobody else,” cried the children in glee, 
“Can have presnts at this Christmas-tide ! 

Papa says perhaps that at New Year’s there'll be 
Something for us!” (Their hope they can’t hide.) 


“ But, grandma, you have been so kind and so sweet, 
And asked nothing of us at all, 

That no wonder we gave you these presents so neat,— 
Are you sure that you’ve quite seen them all?” 


And up the old lady got then with a look 

That shone as a girl’s for delight ; 
And. raising both hands. which like autumn leaves shook, 
She blessed them on left and on right. 


-| Bréche house; and every morning little Jane might look 


The eff.-ct upon Sue, of the blessing, was this, 
That she sang out a nursery song, 

And danced down the room with a face full of bliss, 
While the others all scampered along ; 


And round the tall tree they joined hands in a ring, 
And capered and erowed full of glee: 

Their kind thoughts had made such a capital thing 

Of their gay Christmas Eve, as you see. 


New London, Conn. 





UNCLE BRUNER’S STORY. 


BY MARGARET NEWCOMB., 


/ 


I, Tue WHITE OWL. 


Lisette and little Jane found the white owl down in 

our gap. Ah, I forgot! Perhaps you have never seen 
the gap in our town? It is where the high hill wishes 
to visit the brook, and, decked in flowers, hastens down 
to it from the very garden of the Bréche house. But 
have you never been to the Bréche house where Lisette 
lives? Then you do not know Third Aunty, or Lisette, 

or little Jane? 

Third Aunty’s real name is Aunt Theresa. It was 
Lisette who called her Third Aunty first, and now, to us 
in our town, it is the more homelike of the two names. 
Lisette has three aunts. But Third Aunty is the one at 
the Bréche house who will never take my advice; and 
she it is who sits at the tea-table afternoons, and she can 
embroider beautifully, and also she is the best musician 
in our town. You may see her in the Bréche house 
garden after dinner on pleasant days, and that little girl 
standing by her side is Lisette. Do you see the stone 
bench in the Bréche house garden? You may go down 
from there until you reach the brook flowing in the bot- 
tom ofour gap. Then you may go up the other side until 
little Jane reaches you a hand from the big stone at the 
top, and, behold, here are Farmer English’s bee-hives, 
and not far away his house and pleasant wife, and she 
will ask you in, and will send little Jane for a glass of 
milk. As you drink it, you will surely notice how near 
the Bréche house is! Why, you could almost throw a 
stone over! You can surely hear Lisette’s guitar; if she 
is sitting on the stone bench, with Third Aunty, taking 
her music-lesson. 

You see Lisette and little Jane were very near neigh- 
bors, and all the more it was wicked for them to quarrel. 
One day late in the fall, Lisette waved her hand across 
the gap to little Jane, and then down they both went, 
tumbling and laughing, until they joined hands in the 
bottom of the gap. 

“ Good-morning to you, my dear one,” said Lisette. 

And “ What shall we play?” said little Jane. 

Just then they spied a cunning white owl sitting with 
blank eyes asleep in the sunshine, Lisette remembered 
a gilt cage at home in the Brache house (they have pretty 
things at the Bréche house), and she ran and got it; and 
after the ow! was safely in it, she suid the ow! was hers. 
Little Jane was very angry, but Lisette took the owl 
home, and hung it in its cage under the eaves at the 


across, and see the cage flashing in the sunshine. 

One evening the white owl escaped, and flew across 
the gap to Farmer English’s orchard ; and little Jane 
caught it, and, having no cage, she shut it in the house 
where the fowls are kept. While Lisette and little Jane 
disputed angrily without the closed door, the angry fowls 
within killed the white owl. 

Ah, what a pity! 

But I have worse than that to tell you. Did I not seo 
Lisette and little Jane pass one another without a bom ? 

And says Lisette to me: 

“T never speak to little Jane.” 


Il. THInp AUNTY. 


“Third Aunty must know of this,” I cried. 

But it was coming Christmas. 

What a busy time is Christmas with us in our town' 
There would be as many as seven in my shop all at once, 
and every one knows that my shop was never made to 
hold but five. 

“ Uncle Bruner, some bird-seed, please,—and I am in 
a hurry,” says one; and then another, “ Please let down 
the price of the mocking-bird, Uncle Bruner.” “ Quick! 
Those sweet red feathers in the window, Uncle Bruner; 
and havé you a piece of string for my bundles?” 

It was six o’clock Christmas Eve that Third Aunty 
came into my shop. She had the gilt cage in her hand, 

“TI wish to buy for Lisette the green paroquet with 
the yellow crest,” said she. 


“But have you heard of Lisette’s and little Jane’s 


“ A childish freak, Uncle Bruner, you should not no- 
tice. Besides ”— 

“Let Lisette give little Jane the paroquet,” said 1 
as I took down my bird. 

“How absurd! It is all I have for the poor child, 
and, besides— Will you take it out to the wagonette 
for me, Uncle Bruner? Of course, you will come to our 
Christmas-tree ? ” 

“That I will,” said I, as I hastened out to the wagon- 
ette; “and shall I ask Farmer English and his wife and 
little Jane to come also? ” 

“ Pray, do no such thing, Uncle Bruner! Fancy his 
heavy boots! And could they cross the gap at night? 
And, besides, she has such large red hands, and, be- 
sides,””— 

“ Besides, and besides, and besides! It seems I can 
say nothing right,” said I; and at that I bolted into my 
shop and slammed the door. 

“ A fine Christmas spirit that!” you will say. 


III. Tue CHRISTMAS SPIRIT. 


The chimes began to ring, and as I put up the shutters 
to my shop, in spite of my vexation, something compelled 
me to quaver forth in song: 


“In starry ranks above the town 
A shining choir doth wing. 
O heart! in peace, in peace, sit-down, 
And hear the angels sing.” 
“Uncle Bruner, you keep your voice,” said some one 
at my elbow. 
“ Yes, sir; somewhat, sir. But it is cold; walk 
in. By your voice, you are a stranger. Welcome to 
our ”’— 
I faltered half-way over my own threshold, and then 
went down in my low bow of ceremony; for I perceived 
at once that here stood a nobleman in dress and in 
manner. But I think it was the kindly generosity of his 
face that touched my heart the most. . 
“Not a stranger to you, kind sir,” said he, bowing 
graciously. “I am the Christmas Spirit. I came late 
this year, to avoid theshopping. But thank you for try- 
ing to assist me, Uncle Bruner!” 
And at that he broke into a ring of laughter so sweet 
and gay that my mocking: tnd. must needs set his voice 
to follow it. 

“Tt was well meant,” said he, “Shake hands.” 

I did, but with my mind all confusion as to the mean- 
ing of it. . 

“ As to Third Aunty and Lisette and little Jane,— 
never you fear, Am I not the Christmas Spirit, Uncle 
Bruner, and do you fear to find me clumsy in the Mas- 
ter’s service? Put on your great-coat, and we will go to 
the Brache house. You shall see for yourself. Where I 
enter, enters peace.” 

We found Third Aunty and Lisette in the garden, 
looking at the stars. They did not see my companion, 
although he was so bright. 

“ Here is the Christmas Spirit with me,” exclaimed [. 

“Doubtless,” said Third Aunty in fine irony. “ And I 
dare say you have given your Christmas Spirit no sup- 
per at all, this night, Uncle Bruner. Supper is set; but 
first sing for us.” 


- 


“ For sweetest friends thy sweetest gifts, 
O heart! in love prepare,”— 


sang the Spirit. But Lisette burst into tears. 

“Uncle Bruner, do not sing that! I have no gift for 
little Jane,” she sobbed, and then hid her head in Third 
Aunty’s gown. 

“Hush!” said Third Aunty. “Ah, Uncle Bruner, I 
have never heard you sing like that before! ‘It is an 
angel, I think, who sings to me. Listen, my own little 
girl,—if you had a green patoquet with a yellow crést, 
would you give it to little Jane?” 

Lisette stopped sobbing. 

“ But you will have no other gift yourself, Lisette.” 

i Lisette wiped her eyes, and looked up. 

“And would you carry it to her yourself, in the gilt 
cage, to-morrow ?” 

Lisette smiled, and bobbed her head. 

“And would you give Third Aunty’s compliments, 
and say, ‘ Will Farmer Efglish and his wife and little 
Jane come to the Christmas tree?’ ” 

Lisette clapped her hands. “Dear Third Aunty,” she 
exclaimed, “how good you are!” 

But the Spirit sang: 

“To rich and poor the good Lord came, 
A heavenly gift to bring.’ _ 
Sit down, proud heart, for very shame, 
And hear the angels sing.” 








being so very wicked? ”’ cried I. 





New Haven, Conn. 
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[First Quarter, 1892.] 











1. January 3.—The Kingdom of Christ................. Ian, 11: 1-10 
2. January 10.—A Song of Salvation Tea. 26 : 1-10 
3. J y 17.—Ov with Wine... ... Lea. 28 : 1-13 


4. January 2%4.—Hezekiah’s Prayer ont Deliversnce... ‘Inn. 37: 14-21, 33-38 

















5, January 31.—The Suffering Saviour. Isa. 53 : 1-12 

6. February 7.—The Gracious Call Isa. 55 : 1-13 

7. February 14.—The New Covenantt................cccesssessee ennsenes Jer. 31 : 27-37 

8. February 21.—Jeboiakim’s Wicked ness...................:000peee Jer. 36 : 19-31 

9. February 28.—Jeremiah Persecuted Jer. 37 : 11-21 

’ 10. March 6.—The Downfall of Judah. Jer. 39 ; 1-10 

11, March 13.—Promise of a New Heart..........,...0ssssseses Ezek. 36 : 25-38 
12. March 20.—Review. 

March 27.—The Blessings of the Gospel. .................c++sseeees Isa. 40 : 1-10 





QUARTERLY PRE-VIEW. 


Isaiah delights to portray the glories of Christ the King, 
and of his everlasting kingdom. Our ovarter’s pre-view, 
therefore, may be set forth thus: 


_ CHRIST THE KING. 


The King and his Kingdom. 
Joy of the King’s Subjects. 
Woe to the King’s Foes. 
Help for the King’s Servants. 
The King in his Sufferings, 
Called by the King. 
The King’s Covenant. 
Spurning the King’s Message. 
Persecuting the King’s Messenger. 
. Judgments from the King. 
11. Gifts from the King. 

The golden text for the quarter is from Luke 1:33: “He 
shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his king- 
dom there shall be no end.” 
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LESSON I., SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 1892. 
TitLE: THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Isa. 11: 1-10. Memory verses: 2-4.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 

1 And there shall come forth a| 1 And there shall come forth a 
rod ont of the stem of Jesse, and shoot out of the stoek of Jesse, 
a Branch shall grow out of his and a branch out of his roots 
roots : 2 shall bear fruit: and the spirit 

2 And the Spirit of the Lorp ofthe Lorpshall rest upon him, 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of the spirit of wisdom and un- 
wisdom and understanding, the derstanding, the spirit of 
spirit of counsel and might, the counsel and might, the spirit 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of knowledge and of the fear of 
of the Lorp; 8 the Lorn; and ' his *de¥ght 

3 And shall make him of quick shall be in the fear of the Lorn: 
understanding in the fear of the and he shall not judge after 
Lorp: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
the sight of his eyes, neither re- Sreprove after the hearing of 
prove afterthe hearing of hisears:| 4 his ears: but with righteous- 

4 But with righteousness shall ness shall he judge the poor, 
he judge ‘the poor, and reprove and reprove with equity for the 
with equity for the meek of the meek of the ‘earth: and he 
earth: and he shall smite the shall smite the *earth with the 
earth with the rod of his mouth,; rod of his mouth, and with the 
and with the breath of his lips} breath of his lips shall he slay 
shall he slay the wicked. 5 the wicked. And righteous- 

5 And righteousness shall be | ness Shall be the girdle of his 
the girdle of his loins, and faitb- loirs, and faithfulness the gir- 
fulness the girdle of his reins, 6 dle of his reins. And the wolf 

6 The wolf alsoshall dwell with | shall dwell with the lamb, and 
the lamb, and the leopard shall the leopard shall lic down with 
lie down with the kid; and the| the kid; and the calf and the 
calf and the young lion and the young lion and the fatling 
fatling together; and a little child | together; and a little child 
shall lead them. shall lead them. And the cow 

7 And the cow and the ‘bear | and the bear shall feed; ‘their 
shall feed; their young ones shall young ones shall lie down to- 
lie down together: and the lion gether: and the lion shall eat 
shall eat straw like the ox. straw like the ox. And the 

8 And the sucking child shall| sucking child shall play on 
play on the hole of the asp, and the hole of the asp, and the 
the weaned child shall put his| weaned child shall put his 
harfd on the cockatrice’ den. hand on the *basilisk’s den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor de-| 9 Theyshall not hurt nor destroy 
stroy in all my holy mountain : in all my holy mountain: for 
for the earth shall be full of the| the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Logp, as the | knowledge of the Lorn, as the 
waters cover the sea. | ‘waters cover the sea, 

10 § And in that day there shall 10 And it shall come to pass in 
be a root of Jesse, which shall, that day, that the root of Jesse, 
stand for an ensign of the people; which standeth for an ensign 
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and | of the peoples, unto him shall 
his rest shall be glorious. | the nations seek ; and his rest- 
— . ing place shall be * glorious. 

10r, he shall be of ae understanding * Heb. scent. *Or, decide 4Or, 
and 4Or, adder’s * Heb. glory. 

The American Revisers would suhstitate “ decide" for “ reprove” in 
Verses 3 and 4,“ adder’s” for “ basil.sk’s” in verse 8, and “ Jehovah” for 
“the Logp” throughout. 
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LESSON PLAN. 
Topic OF THE QUARTER: Christ the King. 


Gotpen TEXT FoR THE QUARTER: He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
cnd.—Lake 1 : 33. 


Lesson Topic: The King and his Kingdom. 


1. The King’s Qualifications, vs. 1, 2, 5. 
2. The King’s Work, vs. 3, 4. 

3. Biessedness of his Kingdom, vs. 6-8. 
4. Glories of his Kingdom, vs. 9, 10. 


Go.pEn Text: He shall have dominion also from.seca to sea, 


Lesson OUTLINE: 


and from the river unto th: ends of the earth.—Psa, 72 : 8. 


Dartty Home REeapinGs: 


M.—Isa. 11:1-10. The kingdom of Christ, 
T,—Isa, 11 : 11-16, Called to the kingdom, 
W.—Isa. 12:14. Joy in the kingdom. 
T.—Mal. 3: 1-12. The kingdom at hand. 
F.—Matt. 3:1-12, The kingdom announced. 
$.—Matt. 21:1-11. The King recognized. 
$.—Psa. 2:1-12. Triumphs of the kingdom. 





’ 


LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. THE KING'S QUALIFICATIONS. 
|. Descended from Jesse : 


A shoot out of the stock of Jease (1). 

I have provided me a king among his sons (1 Sam. 16 : 4). 

The son of Jesse . . . shall do all my will (Acts 13 : 22). 

Behold, .. . the Root of David, hath overcome (Rev. 5 : 5). 

il. Filled with the Spirit : 

The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him (2). 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me (Isa. 61 : 1). 

He saw the Spirit of God descending . paper» him (Matt. 3 : 16). 
He giveth not the Spirit by measure (John 3 : 34). 

ill, Righteous and Faithful ; 

Righteousness shall be the girdle, .. . and faithfulness (5). 


Faithful is he that calleth you, ey » oy also do it (1 Thess, 5 : 24). 
Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John ‘ 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful wheal (Rev, 1 : 5). 


Il, THE KING’S WORK. 
|. Serving Jehovah : / 
His delight shali be in the fear of the Lord (3). 
T delight to do thy will, O my God (Psa. 40 : 8). 
Wist ye not that | must be in my Father’s house? (Luke 2 : 49.) 
My meat is to do the will of him that sent me (John 4 ; 34). 
i, Judg'ng Righteously : 
With righteousness shall he judge the poor (4). 
He shall judge thy people with righteousness (Pel 72 : 2). 
The Lord, the righteous judge (2 Tim. 4 : 8). 
In righteousness he doth judge and make war (Rev. 19 : 11). 
il. Defending the Meek : 
Reprove with equity for.the meek of the earth (4), 
God arose... to save all the meek of og earth (Psa, 76; 9). 
The Lord upholdeth the meek (Psa. 1 6). 
Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth (Matt. 5 : 5). 
IV. Overthrowing the Rebellious ; 
With the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked (4), 


By the breath of God they perish (Job 4 : 9), 

Lest. I come and smite the earth with a curse (Mal. 4 : 6). 

Whom the Lord Jesus shall slay with the breath of his mouth 
(2 Thess, 2 : 8). 


III. BLESSEDNESS OF HIS KINGDOM, 
|. Peaceful : 


The wolf shall dwell with the lathb (6). 


The wolf and the lamb shall feed together (Isa. 65 : 25), 
On earth peace among men (Luke 2 : 14). 
Ye are all one man in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3 : 28). 


il. Lowly : 

A little child shall lead them (6). 
Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart (Matt. 11 : 29). 
Whosoever. .. shall humble himself as this little child indese 18:4). 


In malice be ye babes, but in mind be men (1 Cor. 14 : 20). 
Wl, Transforming : 
The lion shall eat straw like the ox (7). 


Is not this he that sat and begged? (John 9 : 8.) 
Is not this he that in Jerusalem made havock? (Acts 9 : 21.) 
Ifany man is in Christ, he is a new creature (2 Cor. 5 : 17). 


IV. Safe: 
The sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp (8). 
x | shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain (Isa. 65 : 


They shall never perish (John 10 : 28). 
We are more than conquerors through him (Rom. 8 : 37). 


IV. GLORIES OF HIS KINGDOM, 


1, Fulness of Knowledge : 
The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord (9). 


Knowledge shall be increased (Dan. 12 : 4). 

Go... and make disciples of all the nations (Matt. 28 : 19), 

wy, that all men... come to the knowledge of the truth 
m. 2 : 4). 


li. Glorious Rest : 
His resting place shall be glorious (10). 


) 
Return unto thy rest, O my soul (Psa. 116 : 7). 
Ye shall find rest unto your souls (Matt. 11 : 29). 
There remaineth therefore a sabbath rest (Heb. 4 : 9). 


ee 


Verse 1.—‘‘ There shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse.” 
(1) The divinely chosen stock; (2) The divinely appointed shoot. 

Verse 2.—‘ The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.” (1) The 
King appointed; (2) The Spirit promised.—({1) Appointment ; (2) 
Qualification. 

Verse 3.—* Hi8 delight shall be in th€ fear of the Lord.” (1) Know- 
ing the Lord; (2) Fearing the Lord; (3) Delighting in the Lord. 

Verse 4.—* With righteousness shall he judge the poor.’’ (1) The 
righteous Judge; (2) The befriended poor.—{i) Lowly applicants ; 
(2) Lordly adjudication: (3) Righteous judgment. 

Verse 5.—“ Righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness.” (1) The — of the Lord's strength ; (2) The out- 
come of the Lord's swa 

Verse 6.—* A little child shall lead them.” (1) A lowly leader: 
(2) A submissive following tt) Beer in unexpected places ; (2) 
Submission in unexpected 

Verse 7.—“ The lion shal cat “alee like the ox.” (1) Dissimflar 
na’ures: (2) Strange transformations ; (3) Unexpected harmonies. 

Verse 9 —“ They shall.not burt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain.” (1) Natural perils: (2) Special safegnards: (3) Sure protection. 

“ The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.” (1) Des- 
titute of knowledge: (2) Flooded with knowledge.—(1) The earth's 
na‘ural destitution; (2) The gospel’s gracious sup pply. 

Verse 10 —“ His resting place shall be giorious.” (1) Glorious in 
itself: (2) Glorious in its occupants; (3) Glorious in its opportunities. 





—Glorious (1) In its purity ; (2) Ia its» piness ; (3) In its coro ° 
ships; (4) In its eternity. 7 ®) = 


LESSON BIBLE READING. 


JESSE THE ANCESTOR OF ROYALTY. 


Grandson of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4 : 21, 22; Matt. 1 : 5). 
A resident of Beth-lehem (1 Sam. 16 : 1, i8; 17 : 58). 

A keeper of flocks (1 Sam, 17 : 34, 35). 

Aged when first mentioned (1 Sam. 17 : 12). 

The father of David (Ruth 4/22; Matt. 1 : 6), 

His son ordained king (1 Sam. 16: 1}, 11-13). 

David bore his name (1 Sam. 20 : 30, 31 ; Acts 13 : 22). 
David cared for him (1 Sam, 22 :1, 3, 4). 

Honorably mentioned. in Scripture (Isa. 11 : 1,10; Rom. 15:12), 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS, 


PreEcEDING PropuecrEs.—The lesson is from the first 

part of the Book of Isaiah, which covers chapters 1 to 12, The 

margin of our English Bibles implies by the dates assigned 

that the arrangement of the book is not chronological, Some 

of this first part evidently was uttered later than much of the 

next division of the book. ', It has been supposed that these 

chapters contain what was first collected. 

The contents of this part are: Chapter 1, the sin of God’s 

people ; chapters 2 to 5, the judgment upon Judah and Jeru- 

salem ; chapter 6, the call of Isaiah; chapters 7 to 9: 7, 

prophecies uttered during the war of Rezin and Pekah 

against Ahaz, king of Judah ; chapter 9 : 8 to 10: 4, prophe- 

cies against Israel (at the same time as the preceding) ; chap- 

ter 10 : 5 to 12: 6, a description of the advance of the proud 

Assyrians (the rapid march from the north-east is vividly 
set forth in chapter 10 : 28-32), their defeat, the deliverance 
of Jerusalem, the rule of the Messiah (including the lesson), 
the assembling of God’s people in unity, and their thanks- 
giving to him. (Orelli, however, calls Gap? 7 to 12 “the 
Book of Immanuel.”) 

TrmE.—The date assigned in the margin, of the English 
Bible is B.C. 713; that is, just before the ‘invasion of Sen- 
nacherib, in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah. But it is clear 
from the Assyrian inscriptions that there were earlier 4n- 
vasions than this. The prophecy may have been uttered 
when the Assyrians were threatening the northern kingdom, 
before B.C. 722 (the fall of Samaria). It may be added that 
the chronology of the Book of Isaiah is greatly modified by 
recent commentators. The usual chronology dates the call 
in Chapter 6 at B.C. 758; but 740 seems to be more correct, 
since the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, and Ahaz overlapped 
each other. The more recent theories assign B.C. 740-701 as 
the period of Isaiah’s prophetic activity. 

OvTLinE.—The new shoot from the stock (trunk) of Jesse ; 
the spirit of the new king, his character and righteous rule ; 
the peaceful result of his reign figuratively portrayed ; the 
concord and piety of the land; finally, the extension of the 
rule of this new king to the nations, 


CRITICAL NOTES. 


BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 





This chapter contains a prediction of the person, character, 
and kingdom of the Messiah. It immediately follows the 
prophecy of an invasion by the king of Assyria. Confiding 
in his superior strength, he advances, sure of gaining posses- 
sion of Jerusalem, until he is himself utterly overthrown. 
With this judgment that befalls the Assyrian host the prophet 
here sets in contrast the peace and security of God's people 
under the reign of Prince Messiah. The kingdoms of this 
world, which set themselves in opposition to the kingdom of 
God, fall and perish, however great and mighty they may be. 
The kingdom of God, from inconsiderable beginnings and a 
lowly exterior, shall outlast all others, bringing untold bless- 
ings in its train, and gathering all nations under its beneficent 
influence. The contrast here suggested does not imply that 
Messiah's rule should immediately succeed the Assyrian dis- 
aster. The fact is revealed, but no indication given of the 
time when it should take place. 

Verse 1.—And there shall eome forth a shoot out of iMiock of 
Jesse: The figure is suggested by that in the closing verses of 
the preceding chapter. The Assyrian army is there set forth 
under the emblem of a forest, which is suddenly and terribly 
hewn down. In contrast with this a little twig is seen start- 
ing from the stock or stamp of Jesse. The royal house is not 
spoken of as a stately and vigorous tree, but a bare stump left 
in the ground after the tree has been felled; and is no longer 
called by the name of David, from whom the regal dignity 
was inherited, but from his father Jesse, who was only a pri- 
vate citizen. This suggests that, at the time when the de- 
scendant here spoken of should arise, the house of David 
should be reduced to comparative obscurity, shorn of its 
princely prerogatives, which was the case when Jesus was 
born.—-And a branch out of his roots shall bear fruit: The 
lowly origin of the Messiah is described in this clause by a 
parallel phrase. He is here described as a branch out of 
Jesse’s roots, which were underground, and still more strongly 
suggestive of an obscure condition. Yet this branch shall 
not only “ grow” (Auth. Ver.), but “bear fruit.” I¢shall be 
no sickly, barren, useless product, but a vigorous and fruitful 
bongh. 





Verse 2—The figure is now laid aside, and the person 
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intended is described first as to pis personal character and 
qualifications (v. 2), then as to his official acts (vs. 3-5).— 
And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him; All endowments 
serviceable to God’s earthly kingdom ate traced to the Spirit 
of God (Exod, 35 : 30, 31), and especially of those who were 
called to be rulers and leaders (Num. 27 : 15-18; Judg.3: 10; 
1 Sam. 16:13). Upon this future king the Spirit would 
descend and abide (John 1; 32; 3: 34; Acts 10: 38). The 
qualities produced in him by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit are stated in three pairs, regard being had chiefly to 
the characteristics demanded in a sovereign.—The spirit of 
wixdom and understanding: These qualities are often joined 
together in Scripture, and denote a high degree of intelligence, 
a thorongh discernment of the real nature of things, and the 
power of accurate discrimination (John 2 : 24, 25).— The spirit 
of counsel and might: Sagacity to devise the best plans, and 
power to carry them into effect.—The spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of Jehovah: It is not knowledge in general which 
is meant, but the knowledge of Jehovah (Matt. 11 : 27; John 
1:18). The true knowledge of God is always associated with 
pious fear. The qualities previously described are controlled 
by an elevated piety springing from an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the will of God and with God himself. 

Verse 3.—And his delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah : The 
literal rendering of this clause is, “‘ His smelling shall be in 
the fear of Jehovah.” This shall be to him a fragrant per- 
fume with which he shall delight to regale himself. Others 
think that the sense of smell is here referred to, not as afford- 
ing gratification, but as indicating acute perception. It will 
then be understood as in the margin, “ He shall be of quick 
understanding in the fear of Jehovah.” He shall scent out 
piety. He shall have an accurate discernment of character, 
readily distinguishing the truly pious from them that are not. 
—And he shall got judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 
[or, rather, decide—margin, which the American Revisers put 
in the text] after the hearing of his ears: His judgment shall 
not be superficial or partial, but according to men’s real char- 
acters, and the actual truth of things. The Messiah is here 
set in contrast with earthly monarchs, and especially those 
unworthy kings who sometimes sat upon the throne of Judah. 
His just, beneficent, and unerring estimates of men and things 
are as different as possible from the fallible and often seriously 
mistaken or grossly unjust decisions of other rulers. The 
administration of justice was one of the leading fanctions of 
Oriental sovereigns, and is hence made prominent in this 
description, 

Verse 4.— But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for *he meek of the earth: The oppression of 
the poor and the denial of justice to the weak is one of the 
most familiar forms of maladministration, and is frequently 
rebuked by the prophets (Amos 5: 11; 8; 4-6), and by Isaiah 
himself (Isa. 1: 23; 3: 15; 5: 23). The poor and the meek 
have special promises and blessings in Messiah's kingdom 
(Matt. 5: 3,5). The same word in Hebrew means “ earth” 
avd “land.” Some prefer one rendering in this place, and 
some the other. As Messiah is here conceived Of as the son 
of David, reigning over his kingdom, “land” seems appro- 
priate; but as the kingdom of which Zion was the center and 
the seat was destined to become universal, “the earth” is 
equally suitable, While this righteous monarch will defend 
the defenseless, he is equally potent to punish the wicked.— 
And he shall smite the earth [or, land] with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked : Tosmite 
the earth may mean to smite the inhabitants of the earth; 
namely, those that merit such an infliction, such as are dis- 
loyal, criminal, and hostile; or it may mean to inflict a curse 
upon the earth itself (Gen. 8; 17 ; Exod. 7: 17; 8:16). The 
Apostle Paul (2 Thess. 2: 8) uses the language of the last 
clause of this verse in speaking of the destruction of Anti- 
christ. It is not necessary to assume that the prophet had 
this exclusively in mind. But the doom pronounced upon 
the wicked must, of course, include the signal punishment of 
the wet notable of all offenders. “The rod of his mouth” 
implies that the utterance of the word is sufficient to effect 
his purposa. No other instrument is necessary, 

Verse 5.—And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins: As the girdle was an article 
of clothing that encircled the person, the Messiah may thus 
be represented as clothed with these attributes of righteous- 
ness and faithfulness, As the girdle bound all the other arti- 
cles of dress firmly together, so all his personal qualities were 
knit into: one complete and perfect character by being en- 
veloped, as it were, with his spotless righteousness and his 
inviolate faithfulness, And as the girdle was put on by him 
who was about to address himself to action, the righteousness 
and faithfulness of Christ shine resplendent in all his acts, 
and lend their support to the firm hold which he has upon 
the hearts of all his subjects, and to the vigorous sway which 
he exerts over his wide dominions, In Ephesians 6 : 14 the 
Apostle derives an item in the equipment of the Christian 
from this prophetic description of his Lord. ; 

Verse 6.—The effects of his just and righteous rule are 
next described in figures drawn from the animal creation 
(va. 6-8), and then in literal terms (v. 9).—And the wolf shail 


_ deal with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 


and th: enlf and the young lion and the fatling together ; and a 
little child shall lead them: Wild and ferocious animals shall 
Jay aside their fierceness and their predatory habits; and 
young children shall not only be safe from 4njury from these 
savage beasts, but shall have them completely under control. 
All animosities and strifes and injuries shall be done away, 
and the liappy estate of the primeval paradise shall return 
again to bless the earth. This pictures forth the concord and 
peace which shall prevail among men under this blissful 
reign. The strong shall no longer prey upon the weak. War, 


-oppression, turbulence, and discord shall be unknown. It is 


possib’e that the language of this verse may be more than a 
figure of the changes that shall take place in human society 
under thestransforming power of the gospel. It seems to be 
intimated in Romans 8 : 19-21, that the inferior creation, 
which has been brought under a curse by the sin of man, is 
to share in the blessed effects of his redemption. , 

Verse 7.—And the cow and the bear shall feed: The latter 
shall give up its carnivorous propensities, and graze like the 
cow.—Their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall ext straw like the oz. ‘ 

Verse 8.7-The most deadly and venomous reptiles shall 
become entirely innocuous, so that even infant children, the 
most defenseless of the human species, may be exposed to 
them without danger or harm.—And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp: Knowing no fear and experiencing 
no injury.—And the weaned child shall put his hand on the basi- 
lisk’s [or, marg., adder’s] den: The word rendered “den” 
is of doubtful meaning. It is from a root signifying “light,” 
which, taken together with the parallel expression in the 
previous clduse, had led to the supposition that it means “an 
aperture,” into which light might penetrate, or through 
which light could be perceived, and hence the hole or den of 
a serpent. Others are of opinion that it is suggestive of 
brightness, and that the reference is to the glittering eye 
of the serpent, with its fascinating power,—the child stretch- 
ing out its hand to it as though it were a shining jewel. 

Verse 9.—They shall not hurt nor destroy: Some make the 
fierce animals gpd poisonous reptiles before spoken of the 
subject. These shajl no more inflict injury as heretofore. 
More probably the pronoun “they” is to be taken indefinitely 
with reference to men; none shall hurt or destroy. God’s 
“holy mountain” may be Mt. Zion, which is often so called 
(Psa. 2:6), and which would then be considered as the center 
and seat of Messinh’s kingdom.. This locality, which had 
that significance under the former dispensation, is here 
spoken of as representing that kingdom, which has changed 
its outward form sincé the advent of the Redeemer, and is no 
longer bound to its ancient seat (John 4 : 21)-—For the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the 
sea: The universal prevalence of true religion shall put an 
end to all wrong and violence, and evil will be purged away, 
and the spirit of love and ‘peace prevail, The waters cover 
the sea completely, in its*full extent and in an unbroken 
mass. So thoroughly shall the knowledge of God overspread 
the earth. 

Verse 10.—All that has thus far been said might be inter- 
preted of the Holy Land alone; but the kingdom and the 
influence of the kingdom are not to be limited within those 
narrow bounds, This verse contains an explicit prediction of 
the calling of the Gentiles. The blessings of Messiah’s reign 
are not for Israel alone, but for all the nations. The univer- 
sality of the blessings of redemption was contemplated from 
the first ; and it was distinctly announced to Abraham at the 
very time that he was selected to be the head of the chosen 
race, to which God’s gracious revelations were to be for a 
while restricted, that all the families of mankind were to be 
blessed in him. The temporary restriction was for the sake 
of an ultimate diffusion.— And i shall come to pass in that day, 
that the root of Jesse: The Messiah who was to spring from 
the family of David is here called “the root of Jesse,” 
because at the time of his appearance this family should be 
reduced to an obscure condition. From the royalty to which 
it had risen in David it had reverted to the humble station 
previously occupied by his father Jesse, Of the stately tree, 
once so conspicuous and vigorous, there only remained the 
toot, the lowly descendant of a once lofty and glorious 
house. As, however, the root may be regarded, not only 
as the unobserved remnant of a tree that has been felled, 
but as the source from which the tree itself has sprung, 
and from which its vitality has been derived, the expres 
sion “the root of Jesse ” is capable of having another 
sense, different from that in which it is employed by the 
prophet. It is accordingly so used in Revelation 22 : 16, 
where Jesus is said to be both “the root and the offspring of 
David,” which is equivalent to saying that he is both the 
Lord of David and his son (Matt. 22: 45).— Which standeth for 
an ensign of the peoples: This root, hidden beneath the ground, 
shall be lifted up as a signal, in view of all the peoples of 
mankind, to attract them to itself. In the preaching of the 
gospel he is thus held wp before the world, to claim the at- 
tention of all men.— Unto him shail the nations seck: They 
shall resort to him from every quarter, to pay him their 
allegiance, and to place themselves under his sway.— And his 





resting place shall be glorious: The Vulgate Latin version un- 
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derstands by “his resting place” the tomb of the Saviour, 
whose death was in fact his magnificent tiiamph over sin and 
Satan. In the intent of the prophet, the resting-place of the 
Messiah is his abode and the seat of his empire, as the glory 
of earthly kingdoms is reflected in the splendor of their 
capitals. Jesus has fixed his throne in the heavens. His’ 
dominion shall overspread the earth; it shall gather into it 
all that is to be prized ; all wealth and power and talent and’ 
skill shall be consecrated to his service, and his kingdom 
shall surpass all other kingdoms in glory as the spiritual 
transcends the material, and the divine exceeds the merely 
human. ; 
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THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D.; LL.D. 


The beautiful verses of this lesson have in every age been, 
referred, both by Jews and Christians, to the Messiah and the 
kingdom he should establish ; indeed, it would almost seem 
as if they had been known beyond the bounds of the Hebrew’ 
race, and had aided Virgil in the picture of the golden age, 
which he imagines, in the delicate flattery of a poet, as des- 
tined to follow the birth, apparently, of a son of the consul 
Asinius Pollio (Kelog. IV. 5). 

That, in its fullest scope, this famous passage paints the 
glories of Christ’s spiritual kingdom, is recognized by all his 
followers; but it is interesting to study the precise connection 
in which it is introduced by the prophet, and its primary. 
application in his hands. The section in which it occurs 
begins with the fifth verse of the tenth chapter, and continues 
to the sixth verse of the twelfth chapter}; opening with a 
reference to Assyria, as commissioned by God to punish Israel 
for its sins, but, in the pride of its military glory, forgetting 
that its king is only an instrument in the hands of Jehovah, 
since he proposes to go beyond the divine purposes, and 
“destroy and cut off nations not a few,” and “do to Jerusa- 
lem and her idols” as he had done to “Samaria and her 
idols” (Isa. 10: 5-15). This, however, he will not be allowed 
to carry out ; for Jehovah will bring to nothing the Assyrian 
army, when it has invaded Judah and fulfilled the design of 
God in the chastisement of the people, and their penitent 
return to a better moral state (vs. 16-23). 

Judah need not, therefore, despair, though the great king 
come against her. The Assyrian will, indeed, come up towards 
Jerusalem from the north, and press it cloge, but, while seek- 
ing to crush it, will himself be destroyed by Jehovah. Though 
the foe “ shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerusalem,” the Lord will come forth against 
him, even the Lord of hosts, and smite his forest-like army, 
—lopping the bough with terror, and hewing down the high 
ones of stature, and humbling-the mighty, and cutting down 
the thickets of the forest with iron, and felling his Lebanon 
to the ground (vs, 24-34). “The Lord shall send among his 
fat ones leanness; and under his glory there shal] be kindled 
a burning like the burning of fire. And the light of Israel 
shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall 
burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day. And 
he shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful 
field, both soul and body: and it shall be as when a sick man 
pineth away. And the remnant of the trees of his forest shall 
be few, that a child may write them” (vs. 16-19). 

The invasion of Judah thus anticipated seems to have been 
one of the two which we know the great Assyrian king Sargon 
to have made after he had taken Samaria in B, C. 722. Two 
years later he was again in Palestine to crush an alliance of 
the local kings with Egypt, his rival; routing the forces of 
the Pharaoh at Raphia, and fiercely stamping out the rebel- 
lion, from Hamath on the Orontes to Gaza in the far south. 
But a fresh alliance aguinst his supremacy recalled him, in 
B. C. 711, after the ambassadors from Merodach Baladan had 
visited Hezekiah, in the hope of forming an alliance with him 
and the other local princes against Sargon, his mighty foe; 
and it is to this invasion, apparently, that the prophet refers, 
though the destruction of the Assyrian army at this time has 
not come down to us. But while destruction awaited the 
enemy of the people of God, that people was itself destined 
to rise from its humiliation, and to attain wondrous glory 
under a prince of the line of David. It was no more than 
“he stump of a fullen tree, in contrast to the glory as of a 
Lebanon cedar, ascribed to Assyria. It had neither trunk, 
branches, nor foliage. But while Assyria is to perjsh utterly, 
there is life in the root of the humbled house of Jesse, and 
from the lowest fortunes it will once more rise gloriously. 
There is hope in this tree, though it has been cut down that 
it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will 
not cease (Job 14:7). A shoot will spring from it, which 
will renew its trunk and branches, and a fresh green sucker 
will rise from the roots, covered over, as they are, with the 
soil. This second clause is used by St. Matihew as an ex- 
planation of the term “ Nazarene,” applied to Christ after 
Joseph had returned to Nazareth; th@ “I®brew word for 
“sucker” or “shoot” being Nazer, which resembles Nazarene 





in sound. Bat it will not remain thus feeble; for “ it will 
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bear fruit.” One day its glarious crown will hang thick 
with it, 

In the second verse the figure is changed from a tree to a 
living prince, the Messiah, God’s anointed. “There will 


_ descend and rest on him the Spirit of Jehovah, the spirit of 


wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah” (see 
Isa. 61:1; Matt. 3:16; John 1 : 32, 33; 3: 34). “In mind, 
in the gifts needed for wise and fruitful action, and in those 
implied in a lofty spiritual life, he will be abundantly and 
abidingly blessed from the supreme fountain of the divine 
Spirit. “Wisdom” is the power to see, through appear- 
ances, to the essence of things; “ counsel” is the gift which 
will enable him to form just resolves, and “ might,” that 
which will secure their being vigorously carried out. The 
knowledge of Jehovah and “fear” of his majesty are those 
of loving communion with him and lowly reverence. 

His kingly rule will be molded by these high endowments. 
“ His delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah,” as the sweetest 
of odors to him,’ “and he shall not judge after the sight of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears.” 
Reverencing God, he shows his fear of him in his imitation, 
toward his subjects, of the absolute and impartial justice of 
the Eternal,—a matter of supreme moment in an Oriental 
monarch, who is judge as well as ruler of his people. His 
decisions as judge will be made, not by what he sees in the 
suitor,—whether he be high or low, powerful or weak, rich 
or poor,—nor by what report or defendant or accused or 


witness, may say, but by that which, as a man fearing God, 


he sees to be the esseritial truth. Contrary to what had been 
the case in the past (Isa. 1: 23; 10: 2), he will give heed to 
he cause of the poor and helpless, by incorruptible justice 
against their oppressors, and with absolute uprightness 
will decide the case of the meek and humble of the land, 
who, before his day, had been treated most wrongfully (Isa. 
8:15; 5: 23). Moreover, the execution of his righteous 
decrees shall smite the guilty, as with a rod, over all the 
land, none escaping their just punishmént; for when his 
reign is new there will still be evil doers. ‘The wicked” 
will even be sternly put to death by his sentence, “the breath 
of his lips,”—his reign being thus strongly righteous, because, 
as one that fears God, righteousness and fidelity to truth are 
in his character and nature, like the girdle round a man, that 
binds everything together. 

Under such a ruler, Good and Right will come to unchal- 
lenged dominion, even hurtful beasts laying aside their 
malignity and violence. The wolf will lie down beside the 
lamb, till now proverbially its prey, the leopard with the kid, 
and the lion with the calves. They will, indeed, form, to- 
gether, a peaceful flock, which willingly follows a little boy, 
its shepherd. The flesh-eating animals are no longer to de- 
vour any living creatures, but will live, like catt’e, on the 
growth of the soil; the cow and the bear feeding together on 
the grass of the pastures, their young ones lying down peace- 
fully together, and the lion eating teben,—the broken straw 
of the threshing-floor,—like the ox in-the stall. In those 
days the suckling will be left, without fear, beside the hole of 
the poisonous asp, that he may play with the snake, then 
turned harmless; and the weaned chiid will stretch out his 
hand to toy with the basilisk as it comes out of its crevice. 
Asps and vipers will then no longer bite, but will have 
become kindly and guileless. The basilisk was a specially 
deadly viper, so that the picture is made very striking by its 
being mentioned in such a way. The golden age will come 
back again, and the old times of Paradise will be repeated, 
when innocence reigned alike in the human bqsom and the 
lower creatures, and “every green herb,” bat nothing beyond, 
was given to every beast of the earth for fuod (Gen. 1 : 30). 

And as the lower creatures will no longer hurt, so man will 
cease from injuring his fellow. They will not hurt or destroy 
one another in all God’s holy mountain (Jerusalem, or, pos- 
sibly, Canaan as a whole) ; for now the knowledge of God will 
be universal among the once blind and foolish multitude, 
covering the landscape as the waters cover the great bed of 
the ocean. In those days the shoot from the now broken 
stem of Jesse will rise high over the land, as a rallying banner 
to the nations, who will ask respecting it, and flock to it in 
bands, to be under the messianic King, who reigns in a realm 
so supremely blessed. Nor will they come empty-handed 
to him at Jerusalem, but will make the place where he has 
his peaceful abode a wide glory, by the splendid embassies, 
with many and glorious gifts, sent to him through the fame 
of his transcendent wisdom and goodness. 

Then also will the Hebrews, scattered through all coun- 
tries be allowed by the nations to return to their fatherland, 
from Mesopotamia, Lower and Upper Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Elam (beyond the Tigris), Babylonia, Syria, and the islands 
and lands of the Mediterranean; for so widely was Israel 
scattered even in the eighth century before Christ. They 
shall gather, with the nations, to the banner set up, from the 
four corners of the earth. 

. The feud between the northern tribes and Judah will not 


- 1 'The Hebrew word is translated, in the forty-nine places in which 
it occurs, “ smell,’’ ‘‘scent,”’ “ savor.” 


be revived, but all the tribes will live together in peace and 
léve. They will, as a united people, pounce, eagle-like, on 
the shoulders of the Philistines towards the west, and spoil 
them, and also the peoples to the East, enlarging the bounds 
of the kingdom by their victories. And, to free the Hebrews 
on the Nile, Jehoyah will make a dry path for them through 
it, by dividing its waters, and will do the same with the 
Euphrates, to open a way for those beyond it. And thus 
there will be a highway for the remnant of his people, which 
shall remain, from Assyria, like as there was fur Israel in the 
day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 


Talbothurst, Bournemouth, England. 





THE SUCKER FROM THE FELLED OAK. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The hopeless fall of Assyria is magnificently pictured in 
the close of Chapter 10, as the felling of the cedars of Lebanon 
by the ax swung by Jehovah’s own hand. A cedur once cut 
down puts out no new shoots ; and so the Assyrian power, when 
it falls, shall fall forever. The metaphor is carried on with 
surpassing beauty in the first part ot this lesson, which con- 
trasts the indestructible vitality of the Davidic monarchy 
with the irremediable destruction fated for its formidable 
antagonist. The one is a cedar, the stump of which rots 
slowly, but never recovers. The other isan oak, which, every 
woodman knows, will put out shoots from the “stool.” But 
instead of a crowd of little suckers, the prophet sees but one 
shoot, and that rising to more than the original height and 
fruitfulness of the Tree. The prophecy is distinctly that of 
One Person, in whom the Davidic monarchy is concentrated, 
and all its decadence more than recovered. 

Isaiah does not bring the rise of the Messiah into chrono- 
logical connection with the fall of Assyria; for he contem- 
plates a period of decay for the Israelitish monarchy, and it 
was the very burden of his message as to Assyria that it 
should pass away without harming that monarchy. The 
contrast is not intended to suggest continuity in time. The 
period of fulfilment is entirely undetermined. 

The first point in the prophecy is the descent of the Mes- 
siah from the royal stock, That is more than Isaiah’s pre- 
vious messianic prophecies had told. He is to come at a 
time when the fortunes of David’s house were at the worst. 
There is to be nothing left but the stump of the tree, and out 
of it is to come a “shoot,” slender and insignificant, and in 
strange contrast with the girth of the truncated bole, stately 
even in its mutilation. We do not talk of a growth from the 
roots as being “a branch ;” and “sprout” would better con- 
vey Isaiah’s meaning. From the top of the stump, a shoot; 
from the roots half buried in the ground, an outgrowth,— 
these two mean but one person, a descendant of David, coming 
at a time of humiliation and obscurity. But this lowly shoot 
shall “bear fruit,” which presupposes its growth. 

The King-Messiah thus brought on the scene is then de- 
scribed in regard to his character (v. 2), the nature of his rule 
(vs. 3-5), the universal harmony and peace which he shall 
diffuse through nature (vs. 6-9), and the gathering of all 
mankind under his dominion. There is much of the pro- 
phetic ideal of the Messiah whrich finds no place in this 
prophecy. The gentler aspects of his reign are not here, nor 
the deeper characteristics of his “spirit,” nor the chiefest 
blessings in his gift. The suffering Messiah is not yet the 
thenie of the prophet. 

The main point as to the character of the Messiah which 
this prophecy sets forth is that, whatever he was to be, he 
was to be by reason of the “ resting on him of the Spirit of 
Jehovah.” The directness, fulness, and continuousness of his 
inspiration are emphatically proclaimed in that word “shall 
rest,” which can scarcely fail to recall John’s witness, “I have 
beheld ‘the Spirit descending as a dove; and it abode upon 
him.” The humanity on which the Divine Spirit uninter- 
ruptedly abides, ungrieved and unrestrained, must be free 
from the stains which so often drive that heavenly visitant 
from our breasts. The white-breasted Dove of God cannot 
brood over foulness. There has never been but one man- 
hood capable of receiving and retaining the whole fulness of 
the Spirit of God. 

The gifts of that Spirit, which become qualities of the 
Messiah in whom he dwells, are arranged (if we may use so 
cold a word) in three pairs; so that, if we include the intro- 
ductory designation, we have a sevenfold characterization of 
the Spirit, recalling the seven lamps before the throne and 
the seven eyes of the Lamb in the Apocalyp<e, and symbol- 
izing by the number the completeness and sacredness of that 
inspiration. The resulting character of the Messiah is a fair 
picture of one who realizes the very ideal of a strong and 
righteous ruler of men. “ Wisdom and understanding” refer 
mainly to the clearness of intellectual and moral insight; 
“ counsel and might,” to the qualities which give sound prac- 
‘tical direction and vigor to follow, and carry through, the 
decisions of practical wisdom; while “the knowledge and 
fear of the Lord” define religion by its two parts of acquaint- 
ance with God founded on love, and reverential awe which 
prompts to obedience, The fulfilment, and far more than 





fulfilment, of this ideal, is in Jesus, in whom were “hid all 





the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” to whom no circum- 
stances of difficulty ever brought the shadow of perplexity, 
who always saw clearly before him the path to tread, and had 
always “might” to tread it, however rough, who lived all his 
days in unbroken fellowship with the Father and in lowly 
obedience. 

The prophet saw not all the wonders of perfect human 
character which shat indwelling spirit would bring to realiza- 
tion in him; but what he saw was indispensable to a perfect 
King, and was, at all events, an arc of the mighty circle of 
perfection, which has now been revealed in the life of Jesus, 
The possibilities of humanity under the influence of the 
Divine Spirit are revealed here no less than the actuality of 
the Messiah’s character, What Jesus is, he gives it to his 
subjects to become by the dwelling in them of the spirit of 
life which was ip him. 

The rule of the King is accordant with his character. It 
is described in verses 3-5. The first characteristic named 
may be understood in different ways. According to some 
commentators, who deserve respectful consideration, it means, 
© He shall draw his breath in the fear of Jehovah; ” that is, 
that the fear has become, as it were, his very life-breath. 
But the meaning of “breathing” is doubtful; and the phrase 
seems rather to express, as the Revised Version puts it, “ His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” That might mean 
that those who fear Jehovah shall be his delight, and this 
would free the expression from any shade of tautology, when 
compared with the previous clause, and would afford a natu- 
ral transition to the description of his rule. It might also 
continue the description of his personal character, and de- 
scribe the inward cheerfulness of obedience, like “I delight 
to do thy will.” In any case, the “fear of the Lord” is 
represented as a sweet-smelling fragrance; and; if we adopt 
the former explanation, then it is almost a divine character- 
istic which is here attribuied to the Messiah; for it is God 
to whom the fear of him in men’s hearts is “an odor of a 
sweet smell.” 

Then follow the features of his rule, His unerring judg- 
ment pierces through the seen and heard. That is the 
quality of a monarch after the antique, pattern, when kings 
were judges. It does not a; pear that the prophet rose to the 
height of perceiving the Divine nature of the Messiah; but 
we cannot but remember how far the reality transcends the 
prophecy, since He whose “eyes are as a flame of fire” knows 
what is in man, and the earliest prayers of the Church were 
addressed to Jesus as “ Thou, Lord, which knoweststhe hearts 
of all men.” 

The relation of Messiah to two classes*is next set forth, 
The oppressed and the meek shall have*him for their de- 
fender and avenger,—a striking contrast to the oppressive 
monarchs whom Isaiah had seen. We remember who said 
“ Blessed are the poor in spirit,” “ Blessed are the meek.” 
The King himself has taught us to deepen the meaning of 
the words of the prophet, and to find in them the expression 
of the law of his kingdom by which. its blessings belong to 
those who know their need and come with humble hearts. 
But the same acts which are for the poor are against the 
oppressors, The emendation which reads “tyrant” (‘arits) 
for “earth” (‘erets) brings the two clauses descriptive of the 
punitive acts into parallelism, and is probably to be preferred. 
The same pillar was light to Israel and darkness to the 
Egyptians. Christ is the savor of “life unto life’ and of 
“death unto death.” But what is his instrument of destrne- 
tion? “The rod of his mouth” or “the breath of his lips.” 

And who is he whose bare word thus has power to kill and 
make alive? Is not this a divine prerogative? and does it 
not belong in the fullest sense to Him whose woice rebuked 
fevers, storms, and demons, and pierced the dull, cold ear of 
death? Further, righteousness, the absolute conformity of 
character and act to the standard in the will of God, and 
faithfulness, the inflexible constancy, which makes a charac- 
ter consistent with itself, and so reliable, are represented by 
a striking figure as being twined together to make the girdle, 
which holds the vestments in place, and girds up the whole 
frame for effort. This righteous King “shall not fail nor be 
discouraged.” He is to be reckoned on to the uttermost, or, 
as the New Testament puis it, he is “the faithful and true 
witness.” This is the strong Son of God, who gathered all 
his powers together to run with patience the race set before 
him, and to whom all may turn with the confidence that he 
is faithful “as a son over his own house,” and will inviolably 
keep the promise of his word and of his past acts. 

We pass from the picture of the character and rule of the 
King over men to that fair vision of Paradise regained which 
celebrates the universal restoration of peace between man and 
the animals. The picture is not to be taken as a mere alle- 
gory, as if “lions” and “wolves” and “snakes” meant bad 
men; but it falls into line with other hints in Scripture, 
which trace the hostility between man and the lower creatures 
to sin, and shadow a future when “the beasts of the field 
shall be at peace with thee.” The psalm which sings of 
man’s dominion over the creatures is to be one day fulfilled; 
and the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches that it is already ful- 
filled in Christ, who shall raise his brethren; for whom he 





tasted death, to partake in his dominion. The present order 
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intended is described first as to pis personal character and 
qualifications (v. 2), then as to his official acts (vs. 3-5).— 
And the Spirit of Jehovsh shall rest upon him; All endowments 
serviceable to God’s earthly kingdom ave traced to the Spirit 
of God (Exod, 35 ; 30, 31), and especially of those who were 
called to be rulers and leaders (Num. 27 : 15-18; Judg. 3: 10; 
1 Sam. 16:13). Upon this future king the Spirit would 
descend and abide (John 1 : 32; 3: 34; Aets 10: 38). The 
qualities produced in him by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit are stated in three pairs, regard being had chiefly to 
the characteristics demanded in a sovereign.—The spirit of 
wixdom and understanding: These qualities are often joined 
together in Scripture, and denote a high degree of intelligence, 
a thorongh discernment of the real nature of things, and the 
power of accurate discrimination (John 2 : 24, 25).— The spirit 
of counsel and might: Sagacity to devise the best plans, and 
power to carry them into effect.—The spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of Jehovah: Ut is not knowledge in general which 
is meant, but the knowledge of Jehovah (Matt. 11 : 27; Jobn 
1:18). The true knowledge of God is always associated with 
pious fear. The qualities previously described are controlled 
by an elevated piety springing from an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the will of God and with God himself. 

Verse 3.—And his delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah: The 
literal rendering of this clause is, “ His smelling shall be in 
the fear of Jehovah.” This shall be to him a fragrant per- 
fume with which he shall delight to regale himself, Others 
think that the sense of smell is here referred to, not as afford- 
ing gratification, but as indicating acute perception. It will 
then be understood as in the margin, “ He shall be of quick 
understanding in the fear of Jehovah.” He shall scent out 
piety. He shall have an accurate discernment of character, 
readily distinguishing the truly pious from them that are not. 
—And he shall got judge after the sight pf his eyes, neither reprove 
[or, rather, decide—margin, which the American Revisers put 
in the text] after the hearing of his ears: His judgment shall 
not be superficial or partial, but according to men’s real char- 
acters, and the actual truth of things) The Messiah is here 
set in contrast with earthly monarchs, and especially those 
unworthy kings who sometimes sat upon the throne of Judah. 
His just, beneficent, and unerring estimates of men and things 
are as different as possible from the fallible and often seriously 
mistaken or grossly unjust decisions of other rulers. The 
administration of justice was one of the leading fanctions of 
Oriental sovereigns, and is hence made prominent in this 
description, 

Verse 4.—But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and 
decide with equity fur the meek of the earth: The oppression of 
the poor and the denial of justice to the weak is one of the 
most familiar forms of maladministration, and is frequently 
rebuked by the prophets (Amos 5: 11; 8: 4-6), and by Isaiah 
himself (Isa. 1 : 23; 3: 15; 5: 23). The poor and the meek 
have special promises and blessings in Messiah’s kingdom 
(Matt. 5: 3,5). The same word in Hebrew means “ earth” 
aud “land.” Some prefer one rendering in this place, and 
some the other. As Messiah is here conceived Of as the son 
of David, reigning over his kingdom, “land” seems appro- 
priate; but as the kingdom of which Zion was the center and 
the seat was destined to become universal, “the earth” is 
equally suitable, While this righteous monarch will defend 
the defenseless, he is equally potent to punish the wicked.— 
And he shall smite the earth [or, land] with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked : Tosmite 
the earth may mean to smite the inhabitants of the earth; 
namely, those that merit such an infliction, such as are dis- 
loyal, criminal, and hostile; or it may mean to inflict a curse 
upon ‘the earth itself (Gen. 3:17; Exod,7: 17; 8:16). The 
Apostle Paul (2 Thess. 2:8) uses the language of the last 
clause of this verse in speaking of the destruction of Anti- 
christ. It is not necessary to assume that the prophet had 
this exclusively in mind. But the doom pronounced upon 
the wicked must, of course, include the signal punishment of 
the t notable of all offenders. “The rod of his mouth” 
implies that the utterance of the word is sufficient to effect 
his purposa No other instrument is necessary. 

Verse 5.—And righteousness shalt be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle of his reins: As the girdle was an article 
of clothing that encircled the person, the Messiah may thus 
be represented as clothed with these attributes of righteous- 
ness and faithfulness, As the girdle bound all the other arti- 
cles of dress firmly together, so all his personal qualities were 
knit into: one complete and perfect character by being en- 
veloped, as it were, with his spotless righteousness and his 
inviolate faithfulness. And as the girdle was put on by him 
who was about to address himself to action, the righteousness 
and faithfulness of Christ shine resplendent in all his acts, 
and lend their support to the firm hold which he has upon 
the hearts of all his subjects, and to the vigorous sway which 
he exerts over his wide dominions, In Ephesians 6 : 14 the 
Apostle derives an item in the equipment of the Christian 
from this prophetic description of his Lord. 

Verse 6.—The effects of his just and righteous rule are 
next described in figures drawn from the animal creation 
(vs. 6-8), and then in literal terms (v. 9).—And the wolf shail 
_ dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; 


and the enlf and the young lion and the fatling together ; and a 
little child shall lead them: Wild and ferocious animals shall 
Jay aside their fierceness and their predatory habits; and 
young children shall not only be safe from 4njury from these 
savage beasts, but shall have them completely under control. 
All animosities and strifes and injuries shall be done away, 
and the liappy estate of the primeval paradise shall return 
again to bless the earth. This pictures forth the concord and 
peace which shall prevail among men under this blissful 
reign. The strong shall no longer prey upon the weak. War, 
oppression, turbulence, and discord shall be unknown. It is 
possibie that the language of this verse may be more than a 
figure of the changes that shall take place in human society 
under thestransforming power of the gospel. It seems to be 
intimated in Romans 8 : 19-21, that the inferior creation, 
which has been brought under a curse by the sin of man, is 
to share in the blessed effects of his redemption. ‘ 

Verse 7.—And the cow and the bear shall feed: The latter 
shall give up its carnivorous propensities, and graze like the 
cow.—Their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall ext straw like the ox. : 

Verse 8.7-The most deadly and venomous reptiles shall 
become entirely innocuous, so that even infant children, the 
most defenseless of the human species, may be exposed to 
them without danger or harm,—And the sucking child shall 
play on the hole of the asp: Knowing no fear and experiencing 
no injury.—And the weaned child shall put his hand on the basi- 
lisk’s [or, marg., adder’s] den: The word rendered “den” 
is of doubtful meaning. It is from a root signifying “light,” 
which, taken together with the parallel expression in the 
previous clduse, had led to the supposition that it means “an 
aperture,” into which light might penetrate, or through 
which light could be perceived, and hence the hole or den of 
a serpent. Others are of opinion that it is suggestive of 
brightness, and that the reference is to the glittering eye 
of the serpent, with its fascinating power,—the child stretch- 
ing out its hand to it as though it were a shining jewel. 

Verse 9.—They shall not hurt nor destroy: Some make the 
fierce animals gpd poisonous reptiles before spoken of the 
subject. These shajl no more inflict injury as heretofore. 
More probably the pronoun “they” is to be taken indefinitely 
with reference to men; none shall hurt or destroy. God’s 
“holy meuntain” may be Mt. Zion, which is often so called 
(Psa. 2:6), and which would then be considered as the center 
and seat of Messiah's kingdom.. This locality, which had 
that significance under the former dispensation, is here 
spoken of as representing that kingdom, which has changed 
its outward form sincé the advent of the Redeemer, and is no 
longer bound to its ancient seat (John 4 : 21)-—For the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the 
sea: The universal prevalence of true religion shall put an 
end to all wrong and violence, and evil will be purged away, 
and the spirit of love and “peace prevail. The waters cover 
the sea completely, in its*full extent and in an unbroken 
mass. So thoroughly shall the knowledge of God overspread 
the earth. 

Verse 10.—AlIl that has thus far been said might be inter- 
preted of the Holy Land alone; but the kingdom and the 
influence of the kingdom are not to be limited within those 
narrow bounds, This verse contains an explicit prediction of 
the calling of the Gentiles. The blessings of Messiah’s reign 
are not for Israel alone, but for all the nations. The univer- 
sality of the blessings of redemption was contemplated from 
the first ; and it was distinctly announced to Abraham at the 
very time that he was selected to be the head of the chosen 
race, to which God’s gracious revelations were to be for a 
while restricted, that all the families of mankind were to be 
blessed in him. The temporary restriction was for the sake 
of an ultimate diffusion.—And i shall come to pass in that day, 
that the root of Jesse: The Messiah who was to spring from 
the family of David is here called “the root of Jesse,” 
because at the time of his appearance this family should be 
reduced to an obscure condition. From the royalty to which 
it had risen in David it had reverted to the humble station 
previously occupied by his father Jesse. Of the stately tree, 
once so conspicuous and vigorous, there only remained the 
root, the lowly descendant of a once lofty and glorious 
house, As, however, the root may be regarded, not only 
as the unobserved remnant of a tree that has been felled, 
but as the source from which the tree itself has sprung, 
and from which its vitality has been derived, the expres- 
sion “the root of Jesse” is capable of having another 
sense, different from that in which it is employed by the 
prophet. It is accordingly so used in Revelation 22 : 16, 
where Jesus is said to be both “the root and the offspring of 
David,” which is equivalent to saying that he is both the 
Lord of David and his son (Matt. 22: 45).— Which standeth for 
an ensign of the peoples: This root, hidden beneath the ground, 
shall be lifted up as a signal, in view of all the peoples of 
mankind, to attract them to itself. In the preaching of the 
gospel he is thus held up before the world, to claim the at- 
tention of all men.— Unto him shail the nations seck: They 
shall resort to him from every quarter, to pay him their 








allegiance, and to place themselves under his sway.—And his 
resting place shall be glorious: The Vulgate Latin version un- 


derstands by “his resting place” the tomb of the Saviour, 
whose death was in fact his magnificent thinmph over sin and 
Satan. In the intent of the prophet, the resting-place of the 
Messiah is his abode and the seat of his empire, as the glory 
of earthly kingdoms is reflected in the splendor of their 


dominion shall overspread the earth; it shall gather into it 
all that is to be prized ; all wealth and power and talent and’ 
skill shall be consecrated to his se«vice, and his kingdom 
shall surpass all other kingdoms in glory as the spiritual 
transcends the material, and the divine exceeds the merely 
human. : 


i 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 





THE LESSON STORY. 
BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D.; LL.D. 


The beautiful verses of this lesson have in evéry age been, 
referred, both by Jews and Christians, to the Messiah and the 
kingdom he should establish ; indeed, it would almost seem’ 
as if they had been known beyond the bounds of the Hebrew’ 
race, and had aided Virgil in the picture of the golden age, 
which he imagines, in the delicate flattery of a poet, as des- 
tined to follow the birth, apparently, of a son of the consul 
Asinius Pollio (Kelog. IV. 5). 

That, in its fullest scope, this famous passage paints the 
glories of Christ’s spiritual kingdom, is recognized by all his 
followers; but it is interesting to study the precise connection 
in which it is introduced by the prophet, and its primary. 
application in his hands. The section in which it occurs 
begins with the fifth verse of the tenth chapter, and continue 
to the sixth verse of the twelfth chapter; opening with a 
reference to Assyria, as commissioned by God to punish Israel 
for its sins, but, in the pride of its military glory, forgetting 
that its king is only an instrument in the hands of Jehovah, 
since he proposes to go beyond the divine purposes, and 
“destroy and cut off nations not a few,” and “do to Jerusa; 
lem and her idols” as he had done to “Samaria and her 
idols” (Isa, 10 ; 5-15), This, however, he will not be allowed 
to carry out ; for Jehovah will bring to nothing the Assyrian 
army, when it has invaded Judah and fulfilled the design of 
God in the chastisement of the people, and their penitent 
return to a better moral state (vs. 16-23). 

Judah need not, therefore, despair, though the great king 
come against her. The Assyrian will, indeed, come up towards 
Jerusalem from the north, and press it cloge, but, while seek- 
ing to crush it, will himself be destroyed by Jehovah. Though 
the foe “ shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerusalem,” the Lord will come forth against 
him, even the Lord of hosts, and smite his forest-like army, 
—lopping the bough with terror, and hewing down the high 
ones of stature, and humbling:the mighty, and cutting down 
the thickets of the forest with iron, and felling his Lebanon 
to the ground (vs, 24-34). “The Lord shall send among his 
fat ones leanness; and under his glory there sha!] be kindled 
a burning like the burning of fire. “And the light of Israel 
shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall 
burn and devour his thorns and his briers in one day. And 
he shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful 
field, both soul and body: and it shall be as when a sick man 
pineth away. And the remnant of the trees of his forest shall 
be few, that a child may write them” (vs. 16-19). 

The invasion of Judah thus anticipated seems to have been 
one of the two which we know the great Assyrian king Sargon 
to have made after he had taken Samaria in B. C. 722. Two 
years later he was again in Palestine to crush an alliance of 
the local kings with Egypt, his rival; routing the forces of 
the Pharaoh at Raphia, and fiercely stamping out the rebel- 
lion, from Hamath on the Orontes to Gaza in the far south. 
But a fresh alliance aguinst his supremacy recalled him, in 
B. C. 711, after the ambassadors from Merodach Baladan hea 
visited Hezekiah, in the hope of forming an alliance with him 

and the other local princes against Sargon, his mighty foe; 
and it is to this invasion, apparently, that the prophet refers, 
though the destruction of the Assyrian army at this time has 
not come down to us. But while destruction awaited the 
enemy of the people of God, that people was itself destined 
to rise from its humiliation, and to attain wondrous glory 
under a prince of the line of David. It was no more than 
the stump of a fullen tree, in contrast to the glory as of a 
Lebanon cedar, ascribed to Assyria. It had neither trunk, 
branches, nor foliage. But while Assyria is to perish utterly, 
there is life in the root of the humbled house of Jesse, and 
from the lowest fortunes it will once more rise gloriously. 
There is hope in this tree, though it has been cut down that 
it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will 
not cease (Job 14:7). A shoot will spring from it, which 
will renew its trunk and branches, and a fresh green sucker 
will rise from the roots, covered over, as they are, with the 
soil. This second clause is used by St. Matthew as an ex- 
planation of the term “ Nazarene,” applied to Christ after 
Joseph had returned to Nazareth; the Hebrew word for 





“sucker” or “shoot” being Nazer, which 
in sound. But it will not remain thus pom vse 


capitals. Jesus has fixed his throne in the heavens. His’ 
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bear fruit.” One day its glerious crown will hang thick 
with it, 

In the second verse the.figure is changed from a tree to a 
living prince, the Messiah, God’s anointed. “There will 
descend and rest on him the Spirit of Jehovah, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah” (see 
Isa. 61:1; Matt. 3:16; John 1 : 32, 33; 3: 34). “In miud, 
in the gifts needed for wise and fruitful action, and in those 
implied in a lofty spiritual life, he will be abundantly and 
abidingly blessed from the supreme fountain of the divine 
Spirit. “Wisdom” is the power to see, through appear- 
ances, to the essence of things; “counsel” is the gift which 
will enable him to form just resolves, and “ might,” that 
which will secure their being vigorously carried out. The 
knowledge of Jehovah and “fear” of his majesty are those 
of loving communion with him and lowly reverence. 

His kingly rule will be molded by these high endowments. 
“His delight shall be in the fear of Jehovah,” as the sweetest 
of odors to him,! “and he shall not judge after the sight of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears.” 
Reverencing God, he shows his fear of him in his imitation, 
toward his subjects, of the absolute and impartial justice of 
the Eternal,—a matter of supreme moment in an Oriental 
monarch, who is judge as well as ruler of his people. His 
decisions as judge will be made, not by what he sees in the 
suitor,—whether he be high or low, powerful or weak, rich 
or poor,—nor by what report or defendant or accused or 


witness, may say, but by that which, as a man fearing God, 


he sees to be the essential truth. Contrary to what had been 
the case in the past (Isa. 1: 23; 10: 2), he will give heed to 
the cause of the poor and helpless, by incorruptible justice 
against their oppressors, and with absolute uprightness 
will decide the case of the meek and humble of the land, 
who, before his day, had been treated most wrongfully (Isa. 
3:15; 5: 23). Moreover, the execution of his righteous 
decrees shall smite the guilty, as with a rod, over all the 
land, none escaping their just punishmént; for when his 
reign is new there will still be evil doers. ‘‘ The wicked” 
will even be sternly put to death by his sentence, “the breath 
of his lips,”—his reign being thus strongly righteous, because, 
as one that fears God, righteousness and fidelity to truth are 
in his character and nature, like the girdle round a man, that 
binds everything together. 

Under such a ruler, Good and Right will come to unchal- 
lenged dominion, even hurtful beasts laying aside their 
malignity and violence. The wolf will lie down beside the 
lamb, till now proverbially its prey, the leopard with the kid, 
and the lion with the calves, They will, indeed, form, to- 
gether, a peaceful flock, which willingly follows a little boy, 
its shepherd. The flesh-eating animals are no longer to de- 
vour any living creatures, but will live, like catt’e, on the 
growth of the soil; the cow and the bear feeding together on 
the grass of the pastures, their young ones lying down peace- 
fully together, and the lion eating teben,—the broken straw 
of the threshing-floor,—like the ox in-the stall. In those 
days the suckling will be left, without fear, beside the hole of 
the poisonous asp, that he may play with the snake, then 
turned harmless; and the weaned chiid will stretch-out his 
hand to toy with the basilisk as it coffes out of its crevice. 
“Asps and vipers will then no longer bite, but will have 
become kindly and guileless. The basilisk was a specially 
deadly viper, so that the picture is made very striking by its 
being mentioned in such a way. The golden age will come 
back again, and the old times of Paradise will be repeated, 
when innocence reigned alike in the human bqsom and the 
lower creatures, and “every green herb,” bat nothing beyond, 
was given to every beast of the earth for fuod (Gen. 1 : 30). 

And as the lower creatures will no longer hurt, so man will 

cease from injuring his fellow. They will not hurt or destroy 
one another in all God’s holy mountain (Jerusalem, or, pos- 
sibly, Canaan as a whole) ; for now the knowledge of God will 
be universal among the once blind and foolish multitude, 
covering the landscape as the waters cover the great bed of 
the ocean. In those days the shoot from the now broken 
tem of Jesse will rise high over the land, as a rallying banner 
to the nati_.ss, who will ask respecting it, and flock to it in 
bands, to be under the messianic King, who reigns in a realm 
so supremely blessed. Nor will they come empty-handed 
to him at Jerusalem, but Will make the place where he has 
his peaceful abode a wide glory, by the splendid embassies, 
with many and glorious gifts, sent to him through the fame 
of his transcendent wisdom and goodness. 

Then also will the Hebrews, scattered through all coun- 
tries be allowed by the nations to return to their fatherland, 
from Mesopotamia, Lower and Upper Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Elam (beyond the Tigris), Babylonia, Syria, and the islands 
and lands of the Mediterranean; for so widely was Israel 
scattered even in the eighth century before Christ. They 
shall gather, with the natidnu, to the banner set up, from the 
four corners of the earth. 

. The feud between the northern tribes and Judah will not 


1 The Hebrew word is translated, in the forty-nine places in which 
ftoccurs, “ smell,”’ “‘scent,’’ “ savor.” 


be revived, but all the tribes will live together in peace and 
leve. © They will, as a united people, pounce, eagle-like, on 
the shoulders of the Philistines towards the west, and spoil 
them, and also the peoples to the East, enlarging the bounds 
of the kingdom by their victories. And, to free the Hebrews 
on the Nile, Jehoyah will make a dry path for them through 
it, by dividing its waters, and will do the same with the 
Euphrates, to open a way for those beyond it. And thus 
there will be a highway for the remnant of his people, which 
shall remain, from Assyria, like as there was fur Israel in the 
day that he came up out of the land of Egypt. 


Talbothurst, Bournemouth, England. 





THE SUCKER FROM THE FELLED OAK. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The hopeless fall of Assyria is magnificently pictured in 
the close of Chapter 10, as the felling of the cedars of Lebanon 
by the ax swung by Jehovah’s own hand. A cedar once cut 
down puts out no new shoots; and so the Assyrian power, when 
it falls, shall fall forever. The metaphor is carried on with 
surpassing beauty in the first part ot this lesson, which con- 
trasts the indestructible vitality of the Davidic monarchy 
with the irremediable destruction fated for its formidable 
antagonist. The one is a cedar, the stump of which rots 
slowly, but never recovers. The other is an oak, which, every 
woodman knows, will put out shoots from the “stool.” But 
instead of a crowd of little suckers, the prophet sees but one 
shoot, and that rising to more than the original height and 
fruitfulness of the Tree. The prophecy is distinctly that of 
One Person, in whom the Davidic monarchy is concentrated, 
and all its decadence more than recovered. 

Isaiah does not bring the rise of the Messiah into chrono- 
logical connection with the fall of Assyria; for he contem- 
plates a period of decay for the Israelitish monarchy, and it 
was the very burden of his message as to Assyria that it 
should pass away without harming that monarchy. The 
contrast is not intended to suggest continuity in time. The 
period of fulfilment is entirely undetermined. 

The first point in the prophecy is the descent of the Mes- 
siah from the royal stock. That is more than Isaiah’s pre- 
vious messianic prophecies had told. He is to come at a 
time when the fortunes of David’s house were at the worst. 
There is to be nothing left but the stump of the tree, and out 
of it is to come a “shoot,” slender and insignificant, and in 
strange contrast with the girth of the truncated bole, stately 
even in its mutilation. We do not talk of a growth from the 
roots as being “a branch ;” and “sprout” would better con- 
vey Isaiah’s meaning. From the top of the stump, a shoot; 
from the roots half buried in the ground, an outgrowth,— 
these two mean but one person, a descendant of David, coming 
at a time of humiliation and obscurity. But this lowly shoot 
shall “bear fruit,” which presupposes its growth. 

The King-Messiah thus brought on the scene is then de- 
scribed in regard to his character (v. 2), the nature of his rule 
(vs. 3-5), the universal harmony and peace which he shall 
diffuse through nature (vs. 6-9), and the gathering of all 
mankind under his dominion. There is much of the pro- 
phetic ideal of the Messiah which finds no place in this 
prophecy. The gentler aspects of his reign are not here, nor 
the deeper characteristics of his “spirit,” nor the chiefest 
blessings in his gift. The suffering Messiah is not yet the 
thenie of the prophet. 

The main point as to the character.of the Messiah which 
this prophecy sets forth is that, whatever he was to be, he 
was to be by reason of the “ resting on him of the Spirit of 
Jehovah.” The directness, fulness, and continuousness of his 
inspiration are emphatically proclaimed in that word “shall 
rest,” which can scarcely fail to recall John’s witness, “I have 
beheld ‘the Spirit descending as a dove; and it abode upon 
him.” The humanity on which the Divine Spirit uninter- 
ruptedly abides, ungrieved and unrestrained, must be free 
from the stains which so often drive that ,heavenly visitant 
from our breasts. The white-breasted Dove of God cannot 
brood over foulness. There has never been but one man- 
hood capable of receiving and retaining the whole fulness of 
the Spirit of God. 

The gifts of that Spirit, which become qualities of the 
Messiah in whom he dwells, are arranged (if we may use so 
cold a word) in three pairs; so that, if we include the intro- 
ductory designation, we have a sevenfold characterization of 
the Spirit, recalling the seven lamps before the throne and 
the seven eyes of the Lamb in the Apocalypse, and symbol- 
izing by the number the completeness and sacredness of that 
inspiration. The resulting character of the Messiah is a fair 
picture of one who realizes the very ideal of a strong and 
righteous ruler of men. “ Wisdom and understanding” refer 
mainly to the clearness of intellectual and moral insight; 
“ counsel and might,” to the qualities which give sound prac- 
‘tical direction and vigor to follow, and carry through, the 
decisions of practical wisdom; while “the knowledge and 
fear of the Lord” define religion by its two parts of acquaint- 
ance with God founded on love, and reverential awe which 
prompts to obedience. The fulfilment, and far more than 





fulfilment, of this ideal, is in Jesus, in whom were “hid all 


the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” to whom no circum- 
stances of difficulty ever brought the shadow of perplexity, 
who always saw clearly before him the path to tread, and had 
always “might” to tread it, however rough, who lived all his 
days in unbroken fellowship with the Father and in lowly 
obedience. 

The prophet saw not all the wonders of perfect human 
character which that indwelling spirit would bring to realiza- 
tion in him; but what he saw was indispensable to a perfect 
King, and was, at all events, an arc of the mighty circle of 
perfection, which has now been revealed in the life of Jesus, 
The possibilities of humanity under the influence of the 
Divine Spirit are revealed here no less than the actuality of 
the Messiah’s character, What Jesus is, he gives it to his 
subjects to become by the dwelling in them of the spirit of 
life which was iv him, 

The rule of the King is accordant with his character. It 
is described in verses 3-5. The first characteristic named 
may be understood in different ways. According to some 
commentators, who deserve respectful consideration, it means, 
* He shall draw his breath in the fear of Jehovah ;” that is, 
that the fear has become, as it were, his very life-breath. 
But the meaning of “breathing” is doubtful; and the phrase 
seems rather to express, as the Revised Version puts it, “ His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” That might mean 
that those who fear Jehovah shall be his delight, and this 
would free the expression from any shade of tautology, when 
compared with the previous clause, and would afford a natu- 
ral transition to the description of his rule. It might also 
continue the description of his personal character, and de- 
scribe the inward cheerfulness of obedience, like “I delight 
to do thy will.” In any case, the “fear of the Lord” is 
represented as a sweet-smelling fragrance; and, if we adopt 
the former explanation, then it is almost a divine character- 
istic which is here attribuied to the Messiah; for it is God 
to whom the fear of him in men’s hearts is “an odor of a 
sweet smell.” 

Then follow the features of his rule. His unerring judg- 
ment pierces through the seen and heard. That is the 
quality of a monarch after the antique. pattern, when kings 
were judges. It does not ay pear that the prophet rose to the 
height of perceiving the Divine nature of the Messiah; but 
we cannot but remember how far the reality transcends the 
prophecy, since He whose “eyes are as a flame of fire” knows 
what is in man, and the earliest prayers of the Church were 
addressed to Jesus as “ Thou, Lord, which knowestathe hearts 
of all men.” 

The relation of Messiah to two classes:is next set forth, 
The oppressed and the meek shall have*him for their de- 
fender and avenger,—a striking contrast to the oppressive 
monarchs whom Isaiah had seen. We remember who said 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,” “ Blessed are the meek.” 
The King himself has taught us to deepen the meaning of 
the words of the prophet, and to find in them the expression 
of the law of his kingdom by which its blessings belong to 
those who know their need and come with humble hearts. 
But the same acts which are for the poor are against the 
oppressors. The emendation which reads “tyrant” (‘arits) 
for “earth” (‘erets) brings the two clauses descriptive of the 
punitive acts into parallelism, and is probably to be preferred. 
The same pillar was light to Israel and darkness to the 
Egyptians. Christ is the savor of “life unto life” and of 
“death unto death.” But what is his instrument of destrue- 
tion? “The rod of his mouth” or “the breath of his lips.” 

And who is he whose bare word thus has power to kill and 
make alive? Is not this a divine prerogative? and does it 
not belong in the fullest sense to Him whose voice rebuked 
fevers, storms, and demons, and pierced the dull, cold ear of 
death? Further, righteousness, the absolute conformity of 
character and act tothe standard in the will of God, and 
faithfulness, the inflexible constancy, which makes a charac- 
ter consistent with itself, and so reliable, are represented by 
a striking figure as being twined together to make the girdle, 
which holds the vestments in place, and girds up the whole 
frame for effort. This righteous King “shall not fail nor be 
discouraged.” He is to be reckoned on to the uttermost, or, 
as the New Testament puts it, he is “the faithful and true 
witness.” This is the strong Son of God, who gathered all 
his powers together to run with patience the race set before 
him, and to whom all may turn with the confidence that he 
is faithful “as a son over his own house,” and will inviolably 
keep the promise of his word and of his past acts, 

We pass from the picture of the character and rule of the 
King over men to that fair vision of Paradise regained which 
celebrates the universal restoration of peace between man and 
the animals. The picture is not to be taken as a mere alle- 
gory, as if “lions” and “ wolves” and “snakes” meant bad 
men; but it falls into line with other hints in Scripture, 
which trace the hostility between man and the lower creatures 
to sin, and shadow a future when “the beasts of the field 
shall be at peace with thee.” The psalm which sings of 
man’s dominion over the creatures is to be one day fulfilled; 
and the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches that it is already ful- 
filled in Christ, who shall raise his brethren; for whom he 





tasted death, to partake in his dominion. The present order 
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of things is transient; and if earth be, as some shadowy hints 
seem to suggest, the scene of the future glories of redeemed 
humanity, it may be the theater of a fulfilment of such visions 
as this., But we cannot dogmatize on a subject of which we 
know s0 little, nor be sure of the extent to which symbolism 
enters into this sweet picture. Enough that there surely 
comes a time when the King of men and Lord of nature shall 
bring back peace between both, and restore “the fair music 
that all creatures made to their great Lord.” 

Verse 10 begins an entirely tiew section, which describes 
the relations of Messiah’s kingdom to the. surrounding 
peoples. Only the firt verse of this falls into our lesson. 
The picture preceding closed with the vision of the earth 
filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and this verse pro- 
claims the universality of Messiah’s kingdom. By “the root 
of Jesse” is meant, not the root from which Jesse sprang, 
but, in accordance with verse 1, the sprout from the house of 
Jesse. Just as in that verse the sprout was prophesied of as 
growing np tu be fruitbearing, 80 here the lowly sucker shoots 
to a height which makes it conspicuons from afar, and be- 
comes, like some tall mast, a sign for the nations. The con- 
trast between the obscure beginning and the conspicuous des- 
tiny of Messiah is the point of the prophecy. “I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Strange 
elevation for a king is a cross! But it is because he has died 
for men that he has the right to reign over them, and that 
they “shall seek” to him.’ “ His rest shall be glorious.” 

The seat of his dominion is also the seat of his repose. The 
beneficent activity just described is wielded from a calm, cen- 
tral palace, and does not break the King’s tranquillity. That 
is a paradox, except to those who know that Jesus Christ, 
sitting in undisturbed rest at the right hand of God, thence 
works with and for his servants. His repose is full of active 
energy ; his active energy is full of repose. And that place 
of calm abode is “glorious,’ or, more emphatically and 
literally, “glory.” He shall dwell in the blaze of the uncre- 
ated glory of God,—a prediction which is only fulfilled in its 
true meaning by Christ’s ascension and session at the right 
hand of God, in the glory which he had with the Father 
before the world was, and into which he has borne that lowly 
manhood which he drew from the cut-down stem of Jesse. 


Manchester, Engiand. 








TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN,'D.D. 


THE PREDICTIVE ELEMENT IN NATURE AND IN GOD. 


* “Thus saith the Lord” has been mighty in all history to 
arrest kings in their authority, warriors in their conquests, 
and Ninevehs in their pride. The word of our God abdeth 
forever, as full of strength as when he spake and it was done; 
commanded, and worlds and empires stood fast. 

The predictive element is strong in all nature, The blade 
predicts the ear and the full corn, The bud predicts the 
blossom, the flower the fruit, the fruit the seed, the seed future 
forests. Birds’-nests have no value, when done, except what is 
predictive. Every gathered store of squirrels, ants, and bees 
is prophetic of weathers, seasons, and needs to come. The 


long lines of migratory birds foretell other climes, nests in the. 


reeds, foods, and guidance to worlds unknown to them. The 
mere observer of a panorama sees only what is before him. 
The wonders unrolled are unknown to him. But the painter 
knows the end from the beginning, the unrolled as well as 
the displayed. The Maker of all sees all. At his willa 
thousand years condense to a day, and a short day lingers 
through a thousand years. He speaks of the unrolled with 
the same clearness as of the rolled up. A letter of mine pre- 
dicts the hour of my home-coming ten days hence. I shall 
provide for its fulfilment. God predicts for a thousand years 
more easily than I for a minute, and he provides for fulfil- 
ment. Isaiah was one of his mouth-pieces for prediction. 
The care of fulfilment was not Isaiah’s, but God’s. 

Think of the prophet in every sort of national disgrace 
calling out that his captured and disarmed people “shall fly 
upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west, they 
shall spoil them of the east together” (Isa. 11 : 14-16). We 
have as sure a word of prophecy for millenniums as he for 
centuries. 

In the black night nothing can be moré unlikely than the 
predicted day. But he who knows the order of nature will 
have his confident prophecies honored in an hour by the sun- 
burst. So in this blackest night of national and racial dark- 
ness Isaiah was as confident of the Sun of Righteousness 
arising as I am, in this yet unlighted morning of the-hast- 
ing sunrise. 

He prophesied great things, but none too great for “ God 
with us” to do. He who had seen the Lord sitting on a 
throne high and lifted up, could not limit his prophecies to 
the plane of those who knew only the toads and bats of utter 
night. 

The results of that coming reach even to the savage beasts 
and venomous reptiles, The converted wolf makes the best 
guardian of the sheep, and a safe guard of childhood. The 
St. Bernard and the shepherd dogs are only wolves refined. 


The fierce wildcat is the toy and pet of our infants. The 
question of converting the lion and tiger is only a question 
alittle more cat. The little child leads the wolf and Jeopard 
to-day. But these things are only the light, fying spray of 
the advancing billow and tide. The great work of “God 
with us” is tobe done in men. What has he done for us? 


Denver, Colorado, 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


There shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a 
branch out of his roots shall bear fruit (v.1). That which seems 
prosperous in the sight of man, may be seen of God as already 
decaying; and that which seems to man as in hopeless decay, 
may in God’s sight have in it the germs of perennial life. If, 
indeed, a promise of God tells of better things to come, that 
promise will have fulfilment in spite of all appearances to 
the contrary. Just as surely as the Messiah-king came of 
David’s stock when David's royal line seemed broken forever, 
will every promised blessing to Christ’s church and to God’s 
ancient people Israel come to pass, whether it now seems an 
impossibility or not. 

The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord (¥.2). Knowl- 
edge without reverence tends to self-sufficiency. Reverence 
without knowledge tends to superstition. Knowledge and 
reverence combine to promote true wisdom. He who thinks 
that science is the end of all mental outreach, must fail to 
comprehend the highest spiritual truths that are in the realm 
of faith rather than of knowledge. He who fears God unintel- 
ligently, fails to have that comprehension of God which is 
possible through the understanding of God’s revelation of his 
truth, The Messiah was foretold as one who should have 
“the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” And 
every true disciple of the Lord Jesus should desire to know 
as well as ta trust, and to trust as well as to know. 

He shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 
after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge 
(vs, 3,4). How unlike man’s way of judging is the Lord’s! 
Man judges by appearances, by what he sees and hears; but 
the Lord judges according to what is below the surface, and 
is out of sight and hearing. A man may be judged more 
favorably than he deserves, or again more unfavorably, be- 
cause of appearances in his case; but in neither the one 
instance nor the other is he judged righteously. If we were 
known just as we are, rather than just as we appear, to those 
who love us, we might be loved more, and we might be loved 
less, than now. But our Saviour krf®ws us just as we are, yet 
loves us more than our dearest earthly friend can love us, 

A little child shall lead them (vy. 6). Christianity is pre- 
eminently the religion of childhood. Looking down the 
ages the inspired seer could discern the uplifting of child- 
hood in the days of the Messiah. When Jesus Christ came, 
he gave childhood the first place in his kingdom. He told 
his older disciples that they must become:as children if they 
would show the highest manhood. And to-day the child has 
a leading power in the world’s forces as never before, 

Unto him shall the nations seek (v, 10). Missionary service 
is a duty of the Christian believer. But there is a power in 
Christianity to attract attention and interest from those to 
whom no missionaries are ministering. To-day there are 
nations still in the darkness of heathenism, where Jesus 
Christ is vaguely known of, and looked toward, by those who 
would gladly know more about him. There is no other name 
like that of Jesus in all the world, and of its power there shall 
be no end, 
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TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D, 


Notr.—Some of the lessons of this quarter will be found 
very difficult for the average class, because they deal, not 
with narrative, but with prophetic utterances. about Christ 
and his spiritual kingdom. All the more must the teacher 
try, by all the means at his disposal, to enlist the interest of 
the scholar. : 

Outline of the lesson: Who and what Jesus is (vs. 1, 2); 
how he will act (vs. 3-5); what the result will be (vs. 6-10). 

Begin by speaking about earthly kingdoms and their rulers. 


the ruler. We may see this illustrated all around us. There 
is no earthly kingdom in which there is not found misrule 
and iniquity in various degrees. In Russia there is almost 
nothing else, while in England there is more of justice to be 
found than in some other lands. But even in England there 
is injustice. In this our own land we are not free from 
iniquity and crime of every description, and at times we 


failure. But imagine a land where the ruler was a per- 
fect man,—would it follow that there would be no misrule 
there? No; for he would lack the power to put an end to 
all the evil deeds of wicked men. To secure a perfect govern- 





ment, a ruler must not only be a perfect man, but must have 





In an earthly monarchy much, depends on the character o” 


almost feel that a republican form of government is a’ 


all the power needful to make men obey the laws ; and this 
would involve the power of making men over again, so that 
they would not want to commit evil deeds. Then, and only 
then, should we have a perfect government. Such a govern- 
ment has never been seen in this world, Will it ever exist? 
Yes; there is coming a time when we shall see one govern- 
ment where there will be no oppression or evil of any kind; 
anqd it is of this government that our lesson speaks. 

In verses 1 and 2 the prophet speaks of One who js to 
come, and tells of his personal character. He is to come of 
the house of Jesse (David's father), and his character is de- 
picted in the second verse. A threefold spirit is.to be found 
in him; namely, a spirit of (1) wisdom and understanding, 
(2) of counsel and might, and (3) of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord. This threefold spirit will make him an ideal 
ruler; for he will know how to rule, and will, through the 
fear of God-in his heart, wish to rule well, and, by reason of 
his power, he will be able to rule well. This combination 
has never been seen.in the world before; for some men, who 
knew enough, lacked the desire to rule well, and some, who 
knew enough, and had the desire, had not the power. But in 
the son of David all these characteristics were to be com- 
bined. Now, when we look at the Saviour, as he stands por- 
trayed for us in the Gospels, we see that in him all these 
characteristics met. Knowledge and desire and power were 
all combined in him, So when the prophet says that the day 
is coming in the which he shall be supreme ruler, our faith 
assures us that the results will be of the most blessed nature. 

Of the character of his deeds the prophet does not leave us 
in darkness, Verses 3-5 tell of this. Instead of judging by 
outward appearances, he will judge truly, according to the 
real state of the case. Judgment will be given in accordance 
with truth, What a blessing this will be we can hardly 
reglize, but in thet day every man will be sure that he will 
suffer no injustice from any one. In our times it is hard to 
get real justice, for so many judge by the outward appearance, 
and so the right suffers. Not so in that blessed.time, But, 
while the just shall have their rights under his rule, the 
wicked shall not go unpunished. .To-day we see on every 
hand evil men triumph, while the innocent suffer, It shall 
not be so then. No sweaters shall then grow rich by their 
oppression of the poor, and no rich man shall think might 
makes right. The wicked:shall also receive that which is 
just, and shall be judged according to their works. That will 
be an ideal state of affuirs, for which this day all righteous 
men long.. In fact, that day all wickedness shall be brought 
to an-end, and righteousness shall be exalted, r 

In vetses 6-10 the prophet goes on to tell whiat shall be the 
result of the rule of this son of Jesse. The language that he 
uses is figurative, and signifies that in all the earth there shall 
be peace instead of strife, and gentleness in the place of violence, 
We are so accustomed to the reverse of this, that it is almost 
impossible for us to picture the scene to ourselves, Class 
jenlousies, race antipathies, national ambitions, so aboand in 
our time that they seem to us the natural state of things, 
Individual selfishness is so universal that we hardly believe 
that it can ever be otherwise. “ Every man for himself.” is 
the rule which governs this world, and the result is much 
suffering and grievous poverty. But all this is to be changed 
one day. We may even see this change «oming in some 
quarters. Faintly, but still perceptibly. the day is dawning. 
There are to-day some Christ-like men and women who have 
this spirit of the Master in them, and who would any day 
rather be wronged than wrong others. The prophet says that 
the day is coming when all men shall be animated by this 
spirit, and when the Master’s example shall be the rule of 
life for every man, woman, and child. What a blessed time 
that will be, we can only faintly imagine. Perhaps the best 
exemplification of this, that is to be seen in this world at the 
present time, may be found in Christian homes, where all, 
parents and children, are bound up in each other’s welfare, 
and take more pleasure in tne nappiness of others than in 
their own. In fact, they find their chief joy in that of others, 
Well, the day is coming when this state of affairs is to be 
universal. 

Would you like to have this state of affairs come soon? If 
so, take a part in the work of hastening it. Exemplify this 
blessed spirit in your own life, in home and school and busi- 
ness, and you will have the satisfaction of feeling that you 
are he)ping to bring on the advent of that blessed time when 
peace and purity shall be everywhere dominant for, if you 
io not hasten this cause on, you in reality keep it back. 

New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Can a little child understand the books of prophecy? 
Enough to know that Christ is in the Old Testament, and 
to learti of him in the words ef prophets and promises of his 
coming. Of whose ‘life did we study in John’s Gospel half 
of last year? Did Jesus seem like a king as he stood before 
his enemies wearing a purple robe and a crown of thorn;? 
What was the title above him on the crdx 7 He was truly 
a king while he was dying a death of shame,—the King of 
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heaven, who came to earth to live and die, and then return 


to heaven to reign forever. - 

To-day we study of his kingdom as it was promised hun- 
dreds of years ago, and as it will be forevermore. One ‘of 
those who wrote of Jesus’ coming was named Isaiah, a Jew, 
who lived in Jerusalem more than seven hundred years before 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem. There had been sad days for 
the Jews; armies had so often come against them that Isaiah 
said to them, “ Your country is desolate, your cities are 
burned with fire: strangers devour your land.” The Holy 
Spirit taught Isaiah what to write; *e called his people 
a sinful nation, and yet he warned them to put away the 
evil of their doings; he begged them to return to the Lord 
whom they had forsaken, and, even if their sins were as scar- 
let, if they would repent they should be as white as snow. 
Did they repent? Year after year their troubles increased. 
Many were slaves in a strange land, and yet Isaiah spoke 
words of warning, of comfort and hope. The kingdom of the 
Jews was like a tree that had been cut off almost to the 
ground; they remembered the time of good King David and 
wise King Solomon, his son, and all the wealth and splendor 
of those days, which seemed forever gone. 

A King Promised.—Who taught in picture lessons and 
spoke parables which were earthly pictures of heavenly truth? 
Isaiah and other prophets taught in word-pictures, as God 
showed them. Isaiah showed them that the good old times 
of David, the son of Jesse,.were like a grand tree that had 
been cut down, but the trunk or great stump was left. Did 
you ever see a broken tree, twisted off byastorm? The next 
year green branches would shoot up from the stump of the 
tree. So Isaiah said, ‘There shail come a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots,” How 
fast such a new tree grows, sending up green tender shoots, 
and will bud and blossom, and outgrow the little seedlings 
near it! God had made a covenant long before with David, 
that from his family the promised Messiah should come. 
You know whose birthday we have been keeping in the 
Christmas just past; that in Bethlehem, the old home of 
Jesse and David, a little child was born, a meek mother held 
him in her arms, and plain shepherds came to welcome him. 
He grew. up meek and lowly, a dutiful child in the humble 
home in Nazareth. - 

A Wise King.—Look in the second verse of our lesson, and 
see what Isaiah saifl of the Spirit of the Lord upon him, and 
of the wisdom of the coming King. Could any but the Spirit 
of God have helped Isaiah, centuries before it was written, to 
say almost the very New Testament words about the child in 
Bethlehem? He “grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon him.” Could 
the Bethlehem child have been any other than the one Isaiah 
promised should be called Immanuel (“God with us”)? He 
was to be wise, to know and do the will of God ; for the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord should rest upon him. 
Jesus Christ said, “ I came down from heaven, not to domine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me.” 

A Righteous King.—The coming king was to be -always 
just and righteous. An earthly judge might be deceived with 
fine ‘looks or smooth words, or bribed with money, but this 
righteous king would never overlook the poor or the wronged ; 
he would save the children of the needy, bind up the broken- 
hearted, punish those who are cruel and oppress the poor 
unjustly. The faithful king will never make any mistakes; 
for his throne is said to rest upon justice and truth.’ In one 
of his word-pictures, Isaiah calls his righteousness a girdle. 
The girdle was often costly; it was worn to hold the loose 
robes in place ; it often carried the purse or treasure; it was 
girt tight, to give strength to run quickly, or to bear burdens, 
and so Isaiah called the king’s righteousness his girdle. 

A Blessed Kingdom.—Such a king would make every one 
happy; he would set all wrongs right, help the weak and 
sad, take away what caused trouble or wrong-doing. What 
blessed service for all his people, and his kingdom would be 
a joyful place!) When Jesus’ disciples were in sorrow, he 
talked to them of his Father’s house, that they should all be 
there with him in a blessed home where no sin could enter. 
So Isaiah talked to the sad Jews; for the Lord had bidden 
him say words of comfort. Jesus, in his farewell words, said, 
“Peace I give unto you.” Isaiah gives a picture of the 
blessed kingdom of Christ, whom he called the Prince of 
Peace. The people of that land knew something of the 
dreadful things in the wild woods and jungles; in the caves 
and dens where lions and bears and growling beasts roamed 
and searched for their prey. But he gives a picture of the 
happy time when all the savage beasts will be tame, when 
they shall bécome so gentle and kind that a little child may 
lead a lion, and a wolf stay in peace with the lambs in the 
sheepfold. So it will be when there is no sin in the world; 
for the time is promised when the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. Since 
we know so many of Isaiah’s words have proved true, are we 
not sure that every promise will be fulfilled? Can we belong 
to that blessed kingdom now? Jesus will come and reign in 
the heart that loves him, and he can make a selfish, ill-tem- 
pered, envious child to be loving, true, and gentle as a lamb. 


and great the kingdom of Christ is to be; it shall stand for- 
ever. Isaiah said, “ Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end.” That is what an angel told 
Mary, his mother, before Jesus was born, The angel said 
they should “call his name Jesus,” that God would give him 
“the throne of his father David,” that he should “ reign for 
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” Now do 
you understand what Isaiah meant by the kingdom of Christ? 
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BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





THY KING COMETH! 





R WISDOM. 
KIN _ JUSTICE. 
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OF VICTORY 





‘THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND,” 











“ JESUS WAS I MUST BE . 


A CHILD 


TO SAVE ME. | _T0 SERVE HIM. 





“ Blessed are the méek,”’ 
“Of such is the kingdom of, heaven.” 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
“Crown him with many crowns.” 

* Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 
“The morning light is breaking.” 

“ Christ is coming! let creation.” 

“‘O weary pilgrim! lift your head.” 
“On that bright and golden morning.” 
“T love thy kingdom, Lord.” 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H, B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S., 
CANON OF DURHAM. 


“A Rop Ovt or THe Stem or Jessz.”—We shall lose 
much of the force of the expression unless we refer to the 
verses immedfately preceding. The prophet has just been 
speaking of the fall of the mighty trees of Lebanon. These 
trees, which symbolize Assyria, are to be cut down. They 
are cedars, the grandest’ of all the daughters of the forest, 
But the cedar, when once cut down, never springs up again, 
It belongs to the Conifere, the cone-bearing family, including 
all the pines and firs; and none of these (with the exception 
of one or two species, like the canary pine, unknown in Europe 
or Asia) are capable of sending up shoots, when once they 
have been hewn down to the ground. Hence “to cut down 
like a cedar” signifies to destroy without hope of resurrec- 
tion. The illustration was familiar to the ancients; for 
Herodotus tells the story that Croesus, king of Lydia, threat- 
ened the men of Lampsacus that he would destroy them like 
a pine-tree, unless they released Miltiades; and that the 
threat perplexed them till they were reminded that a pine 
once cut down never springs up again. Here, in contrast 
with the monarch of Lebanon, cut down never to rise again, 
is contrasted, in the first verse, the lowly vine of Judah, from 
which, though now pruned down to the very root, shall spring 
a vigorous branch. No plants can offer a greater contrast in 
appearance and treatment than the cedar andthe vine. The 
vine, low and inconspictous, scarcely lifting itself above the 
ground, unlike the towering cedar, Gependent upon external 
support to rise at all. But its whole value depends upon its 
being systematically cut back, “pruned that it may bear more 
fruit.” In the Holy Land, the vine is not even trellised, as 
in Italy. Every year the whole of the young wood is cut 
back to the stump, which alone remains, and is said tb remain 
and to throw out vigorous branobes for successive centuries, 
without any renewing of the plant. Thus from the vine- 
plant of Jesse, now by captivity cut down to the very root, a 
Branch shall spring. ° The word is not that usually translated 
“branch,” but has a special force, meaning a brilliant of 
shining bough, as though to imply it surpassed all others in 
beauty, while the passage should be translated more literally, 
as in the Revised Version, “A branch out of his roots shall 
bear fruit;” the Hebrew word being that from which 
Ephrathah, the title of Bethlehem, is formed; that is, “the 
fruitful.” 

“Tue GrrpLe or nis Lorxs.”—The Oriental dress, 
whether it be the under or the outer garments, is always 
loose; that is, no part of the dress fits closely to the body. 
But a girdle is always worn, though when at re-t, or not em- 
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ployed in active work, it hangs slackly on the person. The 


| what way does Christ adopt Isaiah’s simile? (John 15: 1.) 


Syrians are very fond of bright colors in their girdle; and * 
one may constantly see a man, wlien he prepares to walk, or 
to load his camel, rapidly untwine the long red band of many 
folds from his waist, and then, after gathering up his tunic, 
wind the girdle tightly round it, or very frequently wind 
himself into the girdle, while his companion holds one. end 
of it tightly stretched. The metaphor, though not the fashion 
of the dress, has come to ourselves from the East, as when we 
speak of any one girding himself to a task. 
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QUESTION HINTS. y 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R. WELLS. 
FOR THE TEACHER. 


1. Tae Wrrrer.—What was Isaiah? (2 Citron. 26 : 22.) 
In which kingdom did he prophesy, and under what kings? 
(Isa. 1:1.) Over how many years did these reigns extend? 
(2 Chron. 26 : 3; 27:1; 28:1; 29:1.)° What was the con- 
dition of the kingdom during Isaiah’s life? (2 Chron. 26: 8; 
27:6; 28: 5,19, 24; 81:21; 32:22.) How is Isaiah hon- 
ored in the New Testament by John? (Matt. 3:3) by Chri-t? 
(Matt. 4:14; 8:17; 12:17; 18:14; 15:7; Luke 4:17) 
by Paul? (Acts 28 : 25; Rom. 9 : 27, 29; 10: 16,20; 15:12) 
by others? (Acts 8: 28.) What is the meaning of the name 
“Isaiah”? In what part of Isaiah's life did he deliver the 
prophecies of chapters 1-9? What is their character? 

2. THe Eartuty Oricin or THe Krxcpom (v. 1).—In 


Who was the “ stock of Jessé”? (Acts 2: 29-831.) What was 
the promise to David? (2 Sam.7: 10-16.) What is to be the 
size of the promised branch? (Isa. 53:2.) How does this 
contrast with the appearance of the foes of the kingdom ? 
(Isa. 10 : 38.) How is it appropriate in this connection to 
speak of the lowly “shoot” as of Jesse, rather than of David? 
(1 Sam. 18: 18.) How, according to the implication here, 
was the house of David to be reduced, before the branch 
should spring forth ? (Dan. 4: 14,15; Job 14: 7-9.) What 
does all this hint of Christ’s earthly station ? (John 18 : 36.) 
What fruit is the branch bearing? (John 15: 5, 16.) a 

3. THE HEAVENLY OrIGIN oF THE Krxcpom (v. 2).—On 
what great occasion did Christ announce the fulfilment of this 
prophecy? (Luke 4 : 16-19; Isa. 61:1-3.) What knowledge 
did Christ come to give? (Matt. 11:27; John 1:18) what 
power? (Matt. 17: 20; Acts1:8) what fear of the Lord? 
(John 12: 31.) What knowledge did Christ need for him- 
self? (John 8: 28) what power? (Luke 22: 41-44) what fear 
of the Lord? (Luke 22: 46; Heb.5:7.) Why is it best for 
us that Christ’s kingdom should have an earthly, as well as a 
heavenly, origin? How must the two still be mingled to- 
gether? 

4. THe Justice or tHe Krxcpom (vs. 3-5).—How does 
the fear of the Lord quicken understanding ? (Psa. 111: 10; 
Prov. 9:10.) If not from sight and hearing, from what does 
God judge? (1 Sam. 16:7; Matt, 7: 22, 28; Rom. 2: 16.) 
What is the reason, then, for Christ’s prohibition in Matthew 
7:1? What has Christianity done to improve the condition 
of the poor? What has it yet to accomplish? What is 
Christ’s place for the meek in his kingdom? (Matt. 5; 5.) 
What part of “the earth” only will he smite? (Psa. 17 : 14.) 
With what “rod of his mouth” does Christ smite such men? 
(Lnke 18 : 25; 6: 24,25.) What terrors did Christ set before 
the wicked? (Matt, 13: 40-42; 25:46.) What fitness in 
figuring righteousness and faithfulness as a girdle? (Isa, 
22:21; Rev.1:13; Lukel2: 35.) With what girdle would 
Christ have us girt? (Eph.6:14) Why must this prophecy 
of a just-dealing Messiah have been particularly sweet at those 
times? (Mic. 3: 1-3.) 

5. Tue Peace or THE Kixcpom (vs. 6-9).—What did the 
ancients believe about the nature of the basilisk? What 
prophecies similar to this appear in the Old Testament? 
(Ezek, 34 : 20-31; Mic. 4: 2-4; Amos 9: 11-15; Hos, 14; 
Jer. 50 : 17-20, etc.) What is meant by “my holy moun- 
tain”? (Isa, 2: 2-4.) What is Christ’s place for “the little 
child” in his kingdom? (Matt, 18:3.) What does he say 
about his kingdom’s peace? (John 14; 27; 16:33.) Why 
is the knowledge of the Lord the only way to peace? What 
must we say, then, of knowledge which leads to strife? In y 
what sayings did Christ teach this great truth? (Matt. 10: ¥ 
13, 34-38; Luke 19; 42.) What has Christianity already 
done to establish “peace on earth” ? 

6. Tue Guory or THE Kinopom (v. 10),—What is an 
ensign? (Psa. 74:4.) How soon was this prophecy partly 
fulfilled? (2 Chron, 32: 23.) But of what greater gathering 
is this a prediction ? (Rom. 15: 9-13.) When did the gather- 
ing begin? (John 12; 20, 21.) How was the ensign raised ? 
(John 12:32.) What is Christ’s glorious rest? (John 15: 4.) 
What are the signs that this prophecy is swiftly nearing ful- 
filment ? 






















































FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 

1. Of whom did Isaiah prophecy? 2. From whom did he 
say Christ would spring? 3. What would give Christ wisdom 
and power? 4. How wguld Christ treat the poor and the 
meek? 5. What would become of wars, and quarrels, and 


























fierceness? 6. How far would this glorious rule extend? 
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"(golden text.) 7. What can.we do to hasten the coming of 
the kingdom ¢ 
Antioch Oullege, Yellow Springs, Ohio. 


SOCIOLOGICAL NOTES. 


The forward movement of society is largely a matter of the 
differentiation of function in its members, Primitive king- 
ship is an illustration of this. The king combined all the 
governmental functions in a single person. He was high- 
priest and magistrate in peace, and a generalin war. Through 
his being magistrate, he became the first legislator. When 
similar cases were brought again and again before his judg- 
ment-seat, he naturally would dispose of them in the same 
way. This would create in the minds of the people an expec- 
tation of suckle a decision, and this expectation was the first 
form of law. ‘ 

Gradually the number of such expectations would increase 
until they covered substantially the whole body of the legal 
questions in which primitive society is interested. When 
this point was reached in Greece or Italy, the next step com- 
monly was to get rid of the kingship as no longer indispensa- 
ble, and to substitute the rule of the first families, the original 
kernel of the city population. This led to the separation of 
the different functions of government and their distribution’ 
among the leading members of the aristocracy. 

Thus in Rome the judicial functions went to the pretor, 
the military and executive to the consuls, the legislative to 
the senate. But in the East there was no such elimination 
of the kingship, and the different governmental functions 
were never so clearly distributed. This of itself would ac- 
count for the backwardness of the East in political develop- 
ment, and the absence of the guarantees for personal freedom 
of action which comes through the distribution of power. 

In both the East and the West it was assumed that the 
king spoke with the assistance of a divine power. The god- 
dess Themis inspired the decisions of the Hellenic kings 
which hence were called themistes; From the nymph Egeria 
it was said that Numa Pompilius—and probably other Ro- 
man kings—learned how to deal with his judicial duties, 
which also were legislative. Soin the Psalms it is prayed, 
“Give thy judgments to the king, and thy righteousness to the 
king’sson. He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and 
thy poor with judgment.” And in Proverbs the divine Wisdom 
says, “ By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.” 

The Bible goes beyond the heathen conception, not only in 
loftier conception of the righteousness which is behind the 
earthly judge, but in the recognition that its decisions are not 
tied to the earthly judgment as the only channel of its expres- 
sion. Jehovah as an actual judge, executing “ judgement for 
all who are oppressed,” whoever among men may do that or 
omit to do it, is a fundamental conception of the Old Testament. 








LESSON SUMMARY. 


In this utterance of the prophet, it is foretold that the 
coming Messiah shall run counter to the natural expectations 
and longings of those to whom he comes, He shall come 
from a decayed family stock, instead of from a family in its 
height of earthly glory. He shall represent the spirit of 
reverent dependence on God, instead of the spirit of human 
self-sufficiency. He shall‘consider the meek and the poor, 
Father than the rich and the prominent. He shall study the 
ways of peace, rather than those of conflict, His rule shall 
bring the child, rather than the sage, into the forefront of 
human influence. He shall come to be the world’s center of 
interest and power, but by a method at variance with the 
world’s idea of the surest way of securing power and of cen- 
tering interest. 

It is, in one sense, a strange thing that the Jewish people 
were not prepared by such prophecies as this td accept Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah, when he came as he did come. But, 
in another sense, it is not strange that they were unready to 
accept as true a reality that was so different from their natu- 
ral desires and anticipations, It is, in every sense, strangest 
of all that we who have these prophecies before us, illustrated 
by nineteen centuries of Christian history, are so unready to 
accept Jesus Christ as he is, rather than to look for a Saviour 
of a different sort. 

It is hard for us all to believe that Jesus Christ is to be 
found represented in the meek and the poor and the lowly, 
rather than among the rich and the mighty and the worldly- 
wise. It is not easy for us to realize that his spirit is shown 
in a child’s teachableness, zather than in the conscious knowl- 
edge of the eminent scholar. Nor can we with restful patience 
wait, while we work, for the time when all the nations shall 
look to him as their hope, and the place of his presence shall 
be most glorigus. Do not all of us need to study these prophe- 
cies anew in order to see more clearly the spirit and charac- 
teristics and methods of work of the Saviour whom we tru-t, 
and whom we should serve? 





ADDED POINTS. 
God can give more power to that_which seems to have no 
life in it, than can be exercised by the most imposing thing 
of life without special help from God. 


The fear of the Lord is, and always has been, and always 
will be, the beginning of knowledge and of wisdom. He who 
has no fear of God is incapable of learning as he might learn 
concerning the things that God has disclosed for man’s 
searching. 

A word from God’s lips, and a sentence from his breath, 
can compass more than all the other forces of the universe. 
combined. What a comfort it is to have a spoken promise 
of God in our behalf in a time of need ! 

Christianity shows its influence among the lower animals 
in the care that is taken of them, and in the spirit which is 
exercised by young and old in their behalf. 

What would a world full of knowledge be worth without 
any knowledge of God in the world? 

The brightest prophecies of the progress of Christ’s king- 
dom are yet unfulfilled. The choicest promises of him and 
for him are still in the future. Forward, and not backward, 
is the bright outlook of the believer. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


a 


“PARENTS DAY.” 


The new year, in many a Sunday-school, might profit- 
ably be opened by the selection of one of its first Sun- 
days for a “ Parents’ Day,” when all the parents of the 
scholars shall be invited to visit the school, and to become 
interested in its ordinary work, apart from holiday ser- 
vices, Mr, Silas H. Paine writes with reference to his 
experience as superintendent of the Bethany Congrega- 
tional Sunday-school of New York, in recently trying an 
experiment of this sort: - 

“ Bethany is a mission school of about twelve hundred 
members, very largely of German parentage, not much 
interested as to how their children spend their Sunday 
afternoons, Toa very limited extent, these parents at- 
tend the morning and evening [preaching] services for 
adults, and are usually on hand for Christmas entertain- 
ments and summer picnics; but probably not half-a- 
dozen of them had ever been present at one of its ordi- 
nary Sunday-school services. It was, therefore, thought 
worth while to try the experiment of a special invitation 
to them to be present on a given Sunday. 

“ No special exercises were had on their account, ex- 
cept that we sang two or three more hymns than usual ; 
and this was intentional, as we took occasion to tell them 
that what they had seen and heard that Sunday, they 
would see and hear any Sunday when they might choose 
tocome. The arrangement of the school in its different 
departments was explained to them; and especial pains 
were taken to tell them what their children were being 
taught,—singing, good behavior, obedience to parents, 
truthfulness and honesty, total abstinence from intoxi- 
cating drinks, systematic giving, and the Bible. If these 
teachings met their approval, they were invited to help 
in the work of the school, by seeing to it that the lessons 
were studied at home, and that the children attended 
regularly and promptly. 

“There were only about twenty-five parents present, 
—al! mothers but one,—and yet the experiment was an 
undoubted success, At the close of the service, most of 
them stopped to thank the superintendent for the invita- 
tion, to say that they had enjoyed it, or to say that they 
would be glad to come again; and some took pains to 
say that their childrew should conform te the requests 
that had been made. Their presence caused no annoy- 
ance, and did not interfere in the slightest degree with 
the regular work of the school. They will be invited 
again later on, and a much larger attendance can safely 
be predicted.” 4 

The card of invitation sent out was in this form: 


PARENTS’ DAY 
aT 
BETHANY SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 

The parents of children attending Bethany Sunday- 
| School are cordially invited to 
visit the school, 
| Sunday, November 1, 1891. 


Theservice begins at A QUARTER BEFORE 3 O'CLOCK. 


Please reach the room before that time. 














A PROGRAM FOR THE NEW YEAR. 


The superintendent of the Walnut Street Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school of Chillicothe, Ohio, Judge 
George B. Bitzer, has prepared a “ Program of Regular 
and Special Exercises for 1892,” for his school. It is 
printed on heavy paper, six pages, eight inches square. 
On the first page, in display type, are the words “ Our 





watchword, Punctuality. Our motto, Be Faithful; ” 


followed by this reminder from the superintendent: 
“ Dear Teachers: Will you not enter fully into the spirit 
of what is expressed by our watchword and motto, and 
earnestly strive to make our work of the coming year 
more successful, if possible, than that of any of the years 
that have passed? This is the result we all desire. Let 
us not fail in the accomplishment of the end for which 
we labor.” “On the sixth page are the names of the 
pastor, officers, and teachers, and the number of scholars 
in each class. On the other pages the exercises for the 
whole year are given in detail, by quarters,—of which 
the first and last months are seen below as specimens: 
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The special features of the program are thus described 
by Mr. Bitzer: “It is the aim to have the program kept 
at home the whole year for reference. The first column 
gives the dates of all the Sundays in the year. The 
second column gives the number of the opening song in 
our singing-book. This is done to assist in getting atven- 
tion from the very start, and to aid in having all take an 
interest in singing; for, if the school knows what song 
is to be sung the next Sunday, it will be referred to the 
week previous, and better singing will be the result. The 
third column gives a special lesson to be read after the 
opening song, and is either commemorative of some day, 
as Easter, Christmas, or some important day in the fol- 
lowing week that is worthy of being referred to, as 
Memorial Sunday preceding Memorial Day, or simply 
a review of the lesson of the preceding Sunday. The 
fourth column gives the name of the leader of the open- 
ing lesson, who is always a teacher or officer. It is be- 
lieved that it will interest the classes to see the face of 
a new leader on the platform each Sunday. The fifth 
column is the regular lesson. Here the entire school 
has a picture of the whole series of lessons for the year, 
and will, no doubt, be induced to examine the lesson 
next in order during the week, and come to Sunday- 
school somewhat informed-upon it. One object of the 
whole program is to encourage reading and study directly 
from the Bible, and not from Jeaves. Our purpose is to 
have every member of our school come equipped with a 
Bible, and to: purchase one for every scholar who is 
unable to procure one for himself. The sixth column 
brew. seng some special exercise each Sunday (which 

explains itself), thereby creating a new interest. This 
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is to be brief, and not to interfere with the wauine 
antoms” 


BOOKS AND W WRITERS. 


‘fin view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to fixe it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
décided to decline to receive a copy of any book, fromits author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuipg from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels. Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.) 











RECENT VERSE* 


As one takes up the latest issues of American or Eng- 
lish versifiers, he is inclined to say “ the old is better,” 
and to reflect that it is now just about two years since 
two books of true poetry appeared; namely, Browning’s 
Asolando and Tennyson’s Demeter. Browning was 
already dead when his last songs reached us, nor can we 
expect new books every year from the aged and not 
always sure-handed Tennyson; but, meanwhile, almost 
any new collection of verse by younger singers reminds 
the reader that the productive bards under fifty years of 
age, especially in America, are for the most part older 
than were Longfellow, Lowell, Bryant, Holmes, Poe, 
Tennyson, Browning, or Mrs. Browning, when a much 
higher poetic reputation had been won. One cannot 
prophecy concerning the future; but it is plain that 
American literature now can show no poet in the fourth 


‘ or fifth decades of life from whom more is to be expected 


than his past has given, or to whom we can look for suc- 
cessorships to our octogenarians Whittier and Holmes. 

Meanwhile, here are four pretty booklets, one of Eng- 
lish and threeof American authorship. Ailes d’ Alouette, 
by F. W. Bourdillon, has a dainty title, which is, after 
all, not so modest as it might be; for lark-flights are 
precisely what: we want in the field of contemporary 
song. Mr. Bourdillon is not one who, “soaring, ever 
singest;” he is, like so many of the minor bards of 
to-day, a versifier of thoughts, moods, phases. His 
“Light” remains unsurpassed by his later efforts, nor 
has he, like the somewhat similar American reflective 
versifier, the late E. R. Sill, displayed increase of philo- 
sophic thought with the progressoftime. The little bits 
of verse here printed are pure, and neatly made. 

Mr. Richard Watson Gilder’s last collection, {wo 
' Worlds, and Other Poems, is marked by precisely the 
same qualities that have characterized its predecessors : 
an aspiring thought and asincere workmanship. His 
pseudo-Italian mannerisms are wearing away, and his 
power of concise expression increasing. Though this 
verse cannot be called great, it is for the most part clearly 
-poetical, and recalls the half-consoling reflection that, 
though we have no new masters, there is no lack of apt 
and intelligent pupils. 

Mr. William Winter’s compact and pretty voluixe of 
collected verse lacks the stability and painstakingness 
of Mr, Gilder’s, but gains in freedom and spontaneity of 
song. Despite its occasional queerness, or gloom almost 
amounting to morbidness, it is clearly the work of a 
lyrist rather than an artisan in verse. Even such a ridi- 
culed poem as that on the death of Miss Neilson is an 
artless and tuneful expression of a thought which, though 
exaggerated and oo caunot properly be called 
artificial. 

In the pages of Nora Perry we pass from the artist’s 
library, or the couplet-maker’s desk, or the saddened 
twilight, into the open air of multiform life, with its 
hopes and its deeds, Miss Perry’s lines reach the com- 
mon heart without any commonness or artifice, and are 
welcome to those who love song and sentiment obviously 
expressed. 





It is noteworthy how recent research into the his- 
toric relations of the Scriptures has vivified certain texts, 
which before had but little significance. The Rev. Dr 
David R. Breed’s History of the Preparation of the World 
Jor Christ might be described as a comment on the 


* Ailes d’Alouette. By F. W. Bourdillon. Illustrated by E. H. 


Garrett. 6x4 inches, cloth, pp. vi, 73. Boston: Roberts Brothers. 
Price, $1.00, 


Two Worlds, and Other Poems. By Richard Watson Gilder. 7x5 
loetes, | = pp. vii, 112. New York: The Century Company. 


wate ines ng a complete collection of the poems of William 
hy ‘nebes a pp. xv, 200. New York: Macmillan and 


ne sad te Toren ns By Nora Perv. Bl inches, cloth, pp. 





words “ when the fulness of the time had come,”’—words 

which Hegel also takes as the keynote to his Philosophy 

of History. Dg. Breed considers them in the light of 
the ancient literatures and history. He traces the wis- 

donf which selected the tenacious and yet gentle Jewish 

race as the organ of the divine disclosure, which led 

them into Egypt to acquire all that empire had to teach 

rthem, to be hammered into unity by Egyptian oppres- 

sion, to be owned of God as his first-born son in the de- 

liverances of the exodus. He shows the fitness of their 

land, as a self-sufficient and geographically isolated land, 

and yet accessible to single visitors and traders, and cen- 

tral to the nations of the Old World. He traces the stages 
of the discipline under judges and kings, in captivity 

and return, and especially the effect of the Captivity in 

making the Jews a cosmopolitan people, and yet deepen- 

ing their religious earnestness, ‘The modern Jew be- 
gins from Babylon.” But the deliverance dates from 
the passage of the world’s mastery from the Semitic to 
the Japhetic. race, a farther step in the preparation. 
Now comes the creation of a world in which the gospel 
could be preached with most facility. For this Greece 
furnished a common speech, into which Alexandria ren- 
dered the Scriptures,and Greek philosophy furnished 
common forms of thought; Rome solidified the world 
by the unity of law; the Jews scattered over it isolated, 
sympathetic communities, which might be made centers 
of the work of evangelization. Dr. Breed treads with 
the same vigor on the more familiar ground of the col- 
lapse of pagan faith and morals. In broad effectiveness 
of historic portrayal he isa master. He brings to bear 
the arts of the pulpit on historic narrative, without 
taking into this field too much of rhetorical peculiarities 
which belong with propriety only to the pulpit. The 
defect of his book is an over-certainty as to difficult 
points of history, such as of the career of the Hyksos and 
of the Egypt of the exodus, where an expert would walk 
with a livelier sense of the uncertainties of his footing. 
(9X6 inches, pp. 387. With maps, charts, and illustra- 
tions. Chicago: Young Men’s Era Publishing Com- 
pany. Price, $2.50.) 


A significant public document is the First Report of the 
Free Public Library Commission of Massachusetts, An act 
“to promote the establishment and efficiency of free 
public libraries” of the state was passed in May, 1890, 
and a commission of five persons was thereby established, 
for the purpose of helping existing libraries, and aiding 
in the making of new ones, It is authorized to expend 
one hundred dollars, from state funds, to start a free 
library in any town at present having none, and comply- 
ing with certain simple conditions, Massachusetts is 
already better provided with free libraries than any other 
section of the globe, of corresponding size; and: the 
present plan promises to extend advantages already 
great, The report shows that on February 1, 1891, 175 
towns had libraries owned and controlled by the town, 
‘and free for circulation to all; 28 had free libraries man- 
aged, to a certain extent, by the town; 22 had libraries 
not managed by the town in any way, but receiving 
money from the town; 21 had free libraries unconnected 
with the town; 2 had libraries owned hy the town, but 
charging a fee to users; and 103 had no town library, 
though in some cases they had small libraries of other 
sorts. These 103 towns, however, had an aggregate 
population of only 134,719; or, in other words, 2,104,224 
of the 2,238,948 inhabitants of the state had libraries 
in which rights or free privileges are granted to the 
people. In these libraries are about 2,500,000 volumes. 
Money gifts from individuals (excluding donations of 
books) to these libraries have aggregated more than 
$5,500,000, expended for book collections and buildings. 
Noble as is this showing, Mr. Samuel 8. Green, of the 
commission, says that, since its first report was printed, 
35 of the 103 unprovided towns have accepted the pro- 
visions of the act, and organized library boards, which 
the commission has vigorously aided, buying about 150 
volumes for each, with the allotted $100, and usually 
making this up to $200 by gifts from friends. The report 
contains nearly three hundred pages of detailed infor- 
mation, arranged alphabetically by towns, and copiously 
illustrated by half-tone cuts of public-library buildings, 
old and new. There are appended all legislative acts of 
the state concerning free libraries. (9}><6 inches, paper, 
pp. xii, 290. Boston: Wright and Potter Printing Com- 
pany, State Printers.) 


Many a book comes short of being a true history for 
lack of historical perspective. This is eminently true of 
Mr. William B. Weeden’s Economic and Social History of 
New England. It isa valuable contribution to sych a 





history as it claims to be, but hardiy the history itself, 





although its author is not devoid of either learning, 
diligence, or literary power. Parts of the subject are 
elaborated out of all proportion to the rest, parts of it 
touched very lightly, and the facts are not weighed 
adequately as to their representative or exceptional 
character. As Mr. Weeden belongs to the anti-Puritan 
state of Rhode Island, which always was a sort of 
Liberty Hall in contrast to its neighbors, one need not 
be surprised at finding him a critic, rather than an ad- 
mirer, of Puritan discipline. He objects to the view 
that the early generations of Massachusetts were “a 
sweet company of frost-bitten angels, oppressed and a 
little warped out of their skyward tendencies by the 
royal officers.” As writing from the economic stand- 
point, he lays more stress than do his predecessors on 
the material growth of the colonies. Here he is richest 
in new results, He traces with care the monetary and 
commercial aspects of the history, and shows that almost 
from the outset these colonies were dependent on more 
genial latitudes for their supply of cereals and an outlet 
for their fish and lumber. Very early Long Island 
Sound became the channel of a vigorous commerce, and: 
this commerce helped to overcome the tendencies to local 
isolation which grew out of their geographical position 
and their religious distinctness. Less ample, and even 
scrappy, is the account of the social life of the people. 
But much is curious enough. One would hardly have 
expected to find in a Calvinistic community such a sure 
vival of superstition as is shown in the practice of hav- 
ing a vessel’s horoscope taken to ascertain the lucky day 
to start on a voyage. And those who recognize in New 
England the best modern exemplar of democratic gov- 
ernment may be surprised to hear of the difficulties en- 
countered by the “ seating committees’ of the churches 
in giving each parishioner his place according to his 
social consideration. (Two volumes. 8 <5} inches, pp. 
xvi, xiv, 964. New York and Boston: Houghton, 
Mifflin, & Co. Price, $4.50.) 


The discussion raised by modern geologists as to the 
trustworthiness of the Mosaic account of creation is far 
from its termination. Mr. Isaac N. Vail, formerly a 
teacher in Westtown Friends School, makes a notable con- 
tribution to it, in The Story of the Rocks; or, The Earth’s 
Annular System, in which he calls for a complete recon- 
struction of the natural history of the earth, down tothe 
period of the Deluge. In his view the present condition 
of the planets Saturn and Jupiter corresponds to that in 
which the earth was before its last great cataclysm. It 
was surrounded by great belts of aqueous vapor, with 
more solid matter held in suspense. The successive pre- 
cipitation of these on the surface is evidenced to his view 
by the geological strata later than the Laurentian rocks, 
especially the coal measures, which Mr. Vail regards as 
masses of carbon driven upward by the intense heat of 
the earth’s crust, but afterwards deposited by precipita- 
tion. The last of these great aqueous belts remained 
above the atmosphere at the date of the creation of man, 
Because of it the sun was hid from the vision of the 
inhabitants of our planet, who could see the open sky 
only to,the north and the south of the belt. (It is no- 
ticeable that the Hebrew for the heavens is a dual word: 
the pair of heavens.) For want of direct sunshine, the 
development of animal and vegetable life was extremely 
slow; no rain fell, and no wind blew over the surface. 
The need of moisture was supplied by detached masses 
of the ring settling as mists. When at last the Deluge 
came, the condition of the earth was radically changed. 
The rainbow became the symbol of the conclusion of the 
long series of cataclysms. Winds swept the surface of 
the planet. The sun stimulated all life to a swifter.ma- 
turity, so that the age of a man fell, by gradations, to 
one hundred and twenty, one hundred, and seveuty years. 
In a word, the condition of things we have been assuming 
as always in existence began to be. Into the scientific 
problems raised by the book it is impossible to enter. 
They must be left to experts. But certainly Mr. Vail 
has made an interesting and valuable tontribution to a 
great discussion. (74} inches, pp. 402. Barnesville, 
Ohio: Published by the author. Price, $2.00.) 


The two large volumes wherein Mr. John Foster Kirk 
presents A Supplement to Allibone’s Critical Dictionary of 
English Literature and British and American Authors are 
both welcome and disappointing. They are welcome 
because their well-known predecessor stops at about 
1870, even in his latest records; and because Mr. Kirk’s 
diligence has been really surprisingly successful in in- 
cluding new names of authors obscure as well as tolerably 





familiar. Constant use of the volumes since their ap- 
pearance has emphasized a sense of their comprehensive- 
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ness,—though dozens of omitted titles could be mentioned, other true lyrics of the heart. This Treasury of Mr. 


were it worth while to take space to do so. This part 
of Mr. Kirk’s work was, of course, made mtich easier by 
Leypoldt’s great American Catalogue, and by other col- 
lections of which the patient Dr. Allibone, working 
single handed, could not avail himself, The books are 
disappointing because Mr. Kirk, unlike Allibone, has 
for the most part failed to search, for his appended char- 
acterizations, in standard literary treatises, essays, or any 
wide list of newspapers and magazines of critical ability ; 
but has usually contented himself with short snippings 
from the literary weeklies filed in every large library. 
Thus The Atheneum, The Academy, The Saturday Re- 
view, The Nation, or The Critic,is cited on nearly every 
page. Furthermore, if Dr. Allibone erred on the side 
of geniality, Mr. Kirk goes to the other extreme, and is 
inclined to exemplify, in his selections, that melancholy 
Arnoldian view of life set forth in his introduction to his 
admirable American expanded edition of Palgrave’s 
Golden Treasury,—a book of which, as revised by Kirk, 
the public has been strangely neglectful. Passing by 
such trifles as the insertion, in the subject-alphabet, of 
the same man twice, under different spellings, or other 
minor errors in proper names or titles, one may mention 
the Browning section as an example of thoroughness and 
dispassionateness quite after Allibone’s own heart ; while, 
as an illustration of the reverse quality, the Whitman 
article is amazing. From it no one would gather that 
any intelligent critic failed to regard him as a great poet. 
(1038 inches, cloth, pp. x, 734; v, 828, Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott Company. Price, $15 00.) 


Canon Farrar’s new historical tale of early Christian 
suffering at the hands of Roman tyrants, Darkness and 
Dawn, has been somewhat criticised, in certain quarters, 
as “archidiaconal” in its broad plan and florid style. 
But though the story is a long one, measured by the 
contemporary standard set by the rapidly appearing new 
works of fiction produced by most of the English and 
American writers of the day, its proportions were de- 
likerately chosen by a well-informed historical student, 
and an unquestioned master of words, Canon Farrar’s 
descriptive style is undoubtedly to be characterized by 
the term “ rhetorical,” even if that term be held to in- 
clude somewhat of the elements of gorgeousness and 
intentional display. He would be a hasty and ill-informed 
critic, however, who would aver that literature is hereafter 
—or nowadays—to allow no place to the scenic or the 
brilliant in linguistic portrayal. Canon Farrar, as a his- 
torian and limner of the past, has deliberately adopted 
the rhetorical method, and of its use he is a conspicuous 
exemplar, and one who employs legitimate means of 
securing intended effects. These “Scenes in the Days of 
Nero” are vivid and instructive, and the story will find 
many enthusiastic readers. By a pleasant coincidence, 
it appears almost simultanéeusly with a less, but yet 
commendable, book, the Rev. A. J. Church’s The Burning 
of Rome: or, A Story of the Days of Nero. Both works 
are worth putting into circulating libraries; and both, it 
may be added, are pleasant proofs that the new copyright 
law, as far as it is in the hands of English publighers, is 
not to increase the price of good books offered to the 
American market. (Darkness and Dawn. 8} <6 inches, 
cloth, py xiii, 594. London and New York: Longmans, 
Green, & Co. Price, $2.00.—The Burning of Rome. 
735} inches, cloth, illustrated, pp. vii, 312. London 
and New York: Macmillan and Company. Price, $1.00.) 

Notwithstanding the multitude of poetical anthologies, 
there is always place for those which, like Mr. Walter 
Learned’s 7Jreasury of Favorite Poems, display the real 
preferences of an intelligent editor who reads and likes 
new poems as well as old ones, and dares to include them 
alongside the approved lyrics of standard Englishgitera- 
ture, Thus, while one notes, in these handsomely 
printed pages, many of the favorites of which readers 
never tire, and while the influence of Palgrave’s Golden 
Treasury is naturally manifest, there are also numerous 
signs of the independent judgment with which the editor, 
himself a writer of verse, has selected less known but 
worthy poems for inclusion in a volume bearing the choice 
title of “treasury.” Among the latter are Austin Dobson's 
best piece of society verse, The Ladies of St. James’s; 
George H. Boker’s Dirge for a Soldier (Phil Kearney); 
F. W. Bourdillon’s Light; H. C. Bunner’s “Shie was a 
beauty in the days when Madison was president;” and 
the late John T. Napier’s paraphrase of Goethe’s Song 
of Mignon,—Ken ye the Lan’? Those who perceived 
the tender beauty of the last-named lyric when it first 
appeared in the pages of The Eunday School Times will 
be glad to note its appearance here in company with 


Learned’s is attractively and originally bound, and— 
like a similar volume just issued by the sajne publishers, 
containing Teunyson’s Maud, Locksley Hall, and Other 
Poems—is copiously illustrated by process-work pictutes 
of a range of character closely paralleled, at least in one 
respect, by that of the renowned little girl with the mid- 
forehead curl. (75} inches, cloth, pp. 390. New York: 
Frederick A, Stokes Company. Price, $1.50.) 


A good illustration of the amount of personal informa- 
tion and of critical estimate that can be put into a small 
biography is furnished by Carl Schurz’s hundred-page 
book modestly called Abraham Lincoln: An Essay. It con- 
sists of a review of the Nicolay-Hay life of Lincoln, which 
review Mr. Schurg printed in The Atlantic Monthly a 
few months ago. In some respects this brief essay is in 
itself the best life of its subject. The great ten-volume 
biography by Colonels Nicolay and Hay is a treasury of 
facts and documents,—of which the most important is 
Seward’s memorandum of advice proffered to Lincoln at 
the outset of his administration; but the general tone of 
the work is unfortunately partisan. The Herndon-Weik 
three-volume life is the fullest and-grimmest in portrayal 
of Lincoln’s mean environment in early life, and his bitter 
personal troubles; but it does not profess to estimate the 
career of the statesman in the crowded years 1861-65, 
Mr. Schurz’s study is calm, dispassionate, and singularly 
comprehensive, keeping within bounds even in its eulogy 
of Stanton, some of whose disagreeable characteristics as 
aman are minimized by most writers. An omission is 
the failure to mention in any way the potentiality of the 
Bell-Everett party in the campaign of 1860. An inter- 
esting copy of a photograph of Lincoln, taken that year, 
forms the frontispiece. (7}<5 inches, cloth, pp. iii, 117. 
Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


The American edition of Luther’s works, published in 
St. Louis for the Missouri Lutheran synod, approaches 
its conclusion, twenty of the twenty-four large volumes 
having been issued. It is based on that published by 
Walch at Halle, in 1740-1753, and, like that, it gives the 
Latin writings ina German version. But it is a notable 
improvement on Walch as regards accuracy of the text 
and the dates and arrangement of the several works, 
and in the introductions, besides including sermons and 
pamphlets which have been found in the intervening 
century and a half. Dr. Hoppe, the editor of the later 
volumes, shows in his Introduction to the last that the 
Reformer took his old enemy, Karlstadt, into his house 
at Wittemburg, sheltered him from a pursuit which would 
have cost him his life, or, at least, his liberty, and kept 
him there for several months of 1525. In view of the 
abusive style in which Karlstadt had written of Luther, 
and even of the manner in which Luther had repaid 
such compliments, this is a pleasant discovery. Several 
volumes of this new edition are out of print already ; but 
as the text has been stereotyped, they will be speedily 
reprinted. The great German edition, issued under the 
patronage of the Imperial government, is so costly that 
few can afford to own it, and it comes out so slowly—less 
than a volume a year—that this generation will hardly 
see it completed. To those who do not object to German 
for Latin, the St. Louis edition is the best. 


The late Sir Francis Palgrave (née Cohen) was himself a 
remarkable historian, and left three notablesons: Francis 
Turner, the poet and anthologist; Reginald, the historian; 
and William Gifford, the traveler. The latter, who died 
three years ago at Uruguay as English consul-general, is 
now recalled to public notice by the publication of a post- 
humous, unfinished poem. In early life he threw up his 
commission in the army to enter the Roman Catholic 
Church. He then became a Jesuit missionary in Syria, 
and acquired an extraordinary familiarity with the 
spoken Arabic and with Moslem habits and ways of 
thinking, as is shown by his “ Central Arabia,” and still 
more by his novel “ Hermann Agha.” The former is a 
partial account of a mission to the Wahabee Arabs, which 
he undertook at the instance of the Emperor of France. 
Returning to Europe he renounced the “cOmmunion of 
the Roman Catholic Church, and accepted various 
diplomatic appointments, first fram the Prussian and 
then from the English government. Towards the close 
of his life he returned to the Roman Catholic Church, 
but only as a lay member, since he had married in the 
meantime. Up to his death no one supposed that he 
made any claim to poetic powers, But his posthumous 


(Macmillans) written in Dante’s threefold rhyme, has 
impressed the English critics as the work of a master. 
It is Oriental in its contempt for “ modern civilization ” 
and its “ comforts,” for modern democracy and its level- 
ing tendencies, and in ,its passionate exaltation of 
heavenly, unselfish love as the regenerating force in both 
men and nations. . 


~ 


As one looks back on the books issued in 1891, he is 
struck by the increasing number of publications directly 
or indirectly called forth by such organizations as the 
Young People’s Society gf Christian Endeavor, the 
Epworth League, the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle, the Young Men’s and Young Women’s Christian 
Associations, the King’s Daughters, the King’s Sons, 
the Look-up Legion, the Harry Wadsworth clubs, the: 
St. Andrew’s Society, etc. Nearly every young folks’ 
religious or educational society has a periodical-of its 
own; and its manuals, music-books, and illustrative 
stories multiply. Thus, within a twelvemonth, Dr. F. E. 
Clark has gathered his hints on Ways and Means for 
the Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor; 
Dr. J. B. Robinson has told of The Epworth League: 
Its Place in Methodism ; the Rev. L. F. Young has pre- 
pared fur the same body-a book of Studies in Biblical 
and Church History and Doctrines; Dr. E. E. Hale has 
inspired his followers in Four and Five, a tale continu- 
ing his Ten Times One series; Alice Eddy Curtiss has 
written The Silver Cross: A Story of the King’s Daugh- 
ters; “‘Pansy” has given her public a book entitled 
Her Associate Members; and several other writers have 
prepared similar volumes for girls. Meanwhile, song- 
books such as The Epworth Hymnal, No. 2, are largely 
needed; and Florence Pohlman Lee kas gathered into 
a book cheerily entitled Sunshine in Life many poetical 
selections specially suitable for King’s Daughters’ read- 
ing, and for the benefit of circles which, like those, exist 
for the deepening of the spiritual life and for the doing 
of practical philanthropy. To this helpful anthology 
Mrs. Bottome, president of the order, contributes an 
Introduction. Meanwhile, the large circulation, during 
the year, of the older volume called Daily Strength for 
Daily Needs has doubtless been due, in no small de- 
gree, to its use by members of societies like those just 
named, 


The circulation and popular favor accorded the best 
American illustrated magazines are now said to be 
such as seriously to imperil the success of some of 
their English contemporaries; and the recent demise 
of Murray’s Magazine, in London, is alleged to be due 
to this competition. Meanwhile, on this side the At- 
lantic, the number of illustrated or other volumes regu- 
larly reprinted from their pages is such that buyers 
may find it cheaper to subscribe for the magazines 
than to purchase the books that first appear in them. 
Thus, of books reissued from recent numbers of Har- 
per’s Magazine are Mr. Alfred Parsons’s pictures of 
The Warwickshire Avon; Mr. Du Maurier’s original 
psychologic novel, Peter Ibbetson; Mr. Theodore 
Child’s Spanish-American Republics; Mr. Warner's 
Our Italy (California); Mr. Chittenden’s Recollections 
of President Lincoln; and Mr. Child’s Art and Criti- 
cism. Though not every line of these bocks had been 
printed in previous months, their substance was already 
in possession of subscribers to the magazine. Mr.Child’s 
Monographs and Studies are sympathetic sketches of 
artists old and new, such as Botticelli, Barye, Millet, 
Munkacsy, the “impressionists,” Rodin, minor French 
painters and sculptors of to-day, etc. The volume 
leaves a certain “impression” of heterogeneousness, 
which is increased by the unwise inclusion of the paper 
on A Pre-Raphaelite Mansion, which hardly deserves 
preservation between ambitious book-vovers. The ac- 
companying illustrations are admirable. From Scrib- 
ner’s Magazine in 1891 have also been taken several 
handsomely issued books, some of which have already 
been mentioned here: Sir Edwin Arnold’s Japonica; 
lectricity in Daily Life; and Ocean Steamships. The 
last-named volume, like its predecessors on American 
Railways and Electricity in Daily Life, is well suited for 
popular consultation in circulating: libraries,though it 
makes no pretensions to be a scientific or comprehensive 
treatise. The Century Company makes a handsome 
volume of Amelia Gere Mason’s finely illustrated Cen- 
tury papers on The Women of the French Salons; while, 
most important of all, Mr. George Kennan’s Century 
articles on Siberia and the Exile System, revised through- 
out, are just ready in two volumes. Such enterprises as 
these have always distinguished our best American illus- 
trated magazines, and have largely cohicibuted to their 








poem, “A Vision of Life. Semblance and Reality,” 





circulation in England as well as at home. 
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‘BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


For a few weeks only, the statemént of cir- 
culation will be omitted. At this season of the 
year, when 80 many 8 


g to press, what number of copies will 
Ceiea. Advertisers are free tu examine 
the subscription list at any time, The advertis- 
ing rateis $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running «a year, An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for ashorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollurs, may have 
sucha position in the paper, reguiarly, us he 
may choose, so fur as it will not conflict with 
eurlier contructs with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
theadvertising pages. All udvertising, however, 
conditioned on anuppearanceupon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 


Coughs and Colds. ‘Those who are suffering 
from coughs, colds, hoarseness, sore-throat, 
ete., should try Brown’s Bronchial Troches, a 
simple and effective remedy. They contain 
nothing injurious, and may be used at all 
times with perfect safety. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. | 
Van Houiten’s Cocoa.—“ Best and Goes Farthest.” 
EDUCATIONAL. 


PENNSYLVANIA Xtibeny. 
CHESTER, Pa, 30th year. Winter begins Jan. 6, 1892, 
A MILI TARY coLL 
Civil Engineering, Chemistry, Architecture, Arts. 
Thoroughly “- ratory Courses. 
reulars of Col. C. iE. Hyarr, Pres, _ 


STUDYLAW 
At Exrome. 
Take a Course in the 
Sprague Correspondence 
hool of Law.(Jncorporated.) 
—_ cents = for 


J. COTNER, JR. meee Y, 
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“D0 NOT STAMMER.” 





Horatio C. Wood, LL.D., Professor Diseases 
of the Nervous Sy: hy Diniversity of Pennsylvania, 
writes: “I have seen several remarkable cures 
made by Mr. E. 8. Johnston, and have no doubt as 
— ey oy ye * 

Mg of pamphlet to E. 8. JOHNSTON'S 
weatioene. Spring Garden St., Phila., Pa. 


STAMMERINC. 


Send for oe ts, Their Causes and Cor- 
rection.” Refer to Sie s 8. i iieeen, D.D., Boston, 
Mass, E. J. EK. THORPE, Newton Centre, Mass. 


B N STAM MERING INSTITUTE and 
RAUINING-SCHOOL. Alwaysopen. Rich 
and poor welcome, 41 Tremont Street, Boston, Mass. 




















TOUR TO MEXICO. 


The cheapest and best trip, over 1000 milds of 

the finest tropical scenery not visited by any other 
rty. meng | via Florida and Ashville. Start‘ 
ng Januar 


Rev. ©. F.' HOMAS, _D.D., 1606 Wallace St., Philad’a. 





"No stron 
could be 

A late veri of the Congregationalist 
says: 

““WipE AWAKE has no superior in its class. 
In its judicious blending of the instructive and 
the entertaining, its exquisite illustrations, its 
excellent moral influence, the variety of its at- 
tractions, and its unvarying freshness and vigor, 
WIDE AWAKE is one of the most remarkable 
productions of the nineteenth century.” 

Nothing of so great vaiue to your young 
friend can be had for so smal] a price. 
Sent, postpaid, to any address. 


WIDE AWAKE 


100 Pages, Illustrated, Each 
Month, $2.40 a Year. 


Send subscriptions for 1892 before January, 
and receive the 


CHRISTMAS NUMBER FREE. 


For boys and girls, for week-day and Sunday 
reading, send = PANSY, $1.00 a year. 


Forlittle folks, OUR LITTLE MEN AND 
WOMEN, $1.00 a year. 


Por baby, BABYLAND, 50 cents a year. 


Subseriptions may be givén to your book- 
seller, or sent to D. LOTHROP COMPANY, 
Boston, ‘who also — 2,000 different popu- 
lar books of the ay, for all ages, finely illus- 
trated. Ask your bookseller to show you some 
of them. Illustrated catalogues free. 


x. witness or better testimony 








LEAD KINDLY, LICHT. 
hy the late. Cardinal Newman. 
THE PURE IN seen 


CcLorRY Toc 
ree L_5e.S2 _ ee poems, benettrutly 
Alice.and F. Corbyn Price. 


Rev. John Keble. 


Sa 6 Limp cover Trice. 3 ot. 
each. Sentby 1. on receipt of p 
AEL T CK & SONS Co. rhe ma’t’d), 


’ 





tions expire, it is [ 
to state accurately, at the time of |° 
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IMPREGNABLE"§ 
ROCK: 





geeky 


on both sides ted anit ecean. 


Cincin nnati), 


ety sf ded opinions, but of N= 
Scripture’ is written upon the basis 


his learni 


is very 
in buman 


earnest inquirers.”"— The Advance 


brought against it. 


regarding it. 


A book of 358 
letter of commendatio: 


Mr. Gladstone's series of articles on ‘‘ The Impregnable Rock of Holy 
written for The Sunday School Times, is issued in book form by 

ial arrangement with their eminent author. 
Bib e, by the greatest of living statesmen, have commanded public attention 


“The boo he peculiar beauties belonging to the 
Foemes, beitient ian in wot it of varied illustrations, wi 
rnaland Messenger (Ci 


“ 9 scriptural subjects his very name carries weight; and, fortunat 
— convictions. 
text, and authorship, and yet holding rmly yall the essentials of belief.” 
“We believe it to be one of the most time) 
authority of the brig emg 9 a, is not because Mr. 
yvonne of bis broad intelligence, his vast and varied ex 


irs, an Wajudicin! qualities of mind, in connection with such loftinesso: percent 
ter that his words have Onn . and pars are fitted 


This book shows how the Bible appears to a statesman and man of 
affairs, after he has carefully weighed the evidence which the critics have 
Perhaps Mr. Gladstone's powers were never used to 
better purpose than in the writing of this book. Those who have been 
accustomed to look to the theologians for the defense of the Bible are 
anxious to learn what are the convictions of such a representative layman 


. handsomely bound in cloth, gilt top, with pes and facsimile 
n from Mr. Gladstone to his American readers. Price, $1.00, 
ers, or mailed, "postpaid, by the publisher. Agents wanted for this and for other books. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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— The Sun (Baltimore). 
, and, In certain camper most valuable, con- 
ission relative to the divine inspiration and 

Gladstone is the most learned man, apenas 
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to be so helpful to all candid and really 
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J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY’S 


Holiday Gift Books. 


A modernized version of 

are ARTHUR AND the Morte Darthur. By 
THE KNIGHTS OF Ca#iries Mornis, author 
THE ROUND TABLE. of “Half Hours with the 
Best American Authors,” 

ete. Three volumes. iémo. Half cloth, gilt top, 


$2.25 ; half calf or half morocco, $6.00. 
Pomms. Edited by 
Four 
cloth, gilt hen a4 per set; half polished calf, $7.50; 





A CHARMING COLLECTION 
IN THE or CHRISTMAS STORIES 
ND 

YULE-LOG GLOW. HARRISON 8. MoRrxRis. 
volumes. 16mo. Half 

half morocco 
A COLLECTION OF SEA 
WHERE MEADOWS ones AND PASTORAL 


ys. With fllustrations 
MEET THE SEA. by F. F. English. Edited 
One volume. 


by HARRISON S. Morris. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth extra, gilt edges, 

$3.50 ; half morocco, » wilt top, ,rough edges, $1.00; three- 

quarters calf, gilt top, $5. 

- A L&ernrD oF FEvpaL 

YVERNELLE,. Francx. By FRANK Nor- 

Ris. lilustrated by eleven 

full-page photogravures, three of wIvich are in colors, 

and numerousengravings. Square 8vo. Handsomely 
bound in cloth, gilt top, #50: full morocco, $5.00. 


THE By H®BLEN MILMAN. A 
“ parted meg thle many 

with attractive illustrations. 

LITTLE LADIES. Small 4to.. Cloth; $1.50 


*,* For sale by all booksellers, or will be sent, free of 














:p , by the publish receipt of price. 


J, B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, Publishers, 
715 and 717 Market St., Philadelphia. 
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Ralph: WHAT KIND OF A FELLOW IS THE 
NEW BOY? 
Harry: OH, HE 'S ALL RIGHT. 


HE READS 
Op. 


Buy a Christmas number of ** St. NICHOLAS "’ 
(25 cents), or send $7.00 for a year's subscrip- 
tion to The Century Co., of New York. 


THE ART AMATEUR, 


PRACTICAL. ‘ART. MAGAZINE, 


SUPERB Cole | 
ORED STUDIES FO R 
AND PICTURES, including 
Roses, Water-Lilies, Peaches 
and Grapes, Moonlight Ma- 
rine, Landscapes, Dog, Cats 
é Meeting, Swallows emale 
ot my fl in three pro- 


gone pote dig. wend ogressive lessons*in oils 
sarea spenek Seature for 1892. } 


& 3 MOS. SUBSCRIPTION 


Beginning with any month. 
In ordertosecurethis most liberal offer[the ordinary 
price for all it includes is $2.75) you moet cut out 
this (8.9,T,) adv.,and send it direct to the publisher, 


NICHOLAS,” 








MONTAGUE ey %3 Union New toe 
ao roy te: ‘stata 38 ln en, free. W. 
BUSHNELL’S 


Perfect Letter Copying Books 
Are known and osed all arou heworld. No Press 
pomstres. Use any good coer ing: a. Note size, $1.00. 


Aivah bashnell, 47a. 47 &. ath net, Pulte ® Pa. 
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DE CIVITATE TE DEl. 


The Divine Order 


Human Society. ’ 


By Professor ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, S,T.D., 
University of Pennsylvania, 








A Book FoR EVERY ONE WHO AIMS AT 
HIGHER THINKING AND LIVING. 


It contains the L. P. Stone Lectures for 
1891, delivered before Princeton Theological 
Seminary by Professor Thompson, a Chris- 
tian sociologist of wide reputation. It dis- 
cusses the burning questions of the Family, 
the Nation, the School, and the Church, in 
the light both of the Scriptures and modern 
experience. The clear, strong utterances of 
a keen Christian scholar and practical man 
of affairs on these subjects of universal inter- 
est are sure to be helpful and suggestive. 

We know of no better answer to the destructive 
theories of socialists and evolutionists, than is con- 
tained in this volume. Its contents are fresh, vig- 
orous, and stimulating. — 7he New York Observer. 

In no volume of our acquaintance is the whole 
social problem so fully an na so satisfactorily pres- 
ented.— TheChristian Intelligencer (New York). 

This book of 274 pages, tastefully bound 
in cloth, gilt top, uncut edges, will be mailed 
| toany address on receipt of ome dollar; or it 
| may be had of booksellers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 
1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Bible Studies for ’92, |; 


from the Old and New Testaments, covering the In- 
ternational Sunday-school lessons for 1891, 


Geo. F. Pentecost, D.D. 


“Dr. Pentecost always throws his Pets soul Into 
the work he undertakes.” —Christian Inquirer. 


12mo. Cloth. 416 pages. Price, $1.00. 
For sale by booksellers. Special rates to clubs, and 


special rates for former volumes. Sent, postpaid, on 
receipt of price, by 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
751 Broadway, New York. 


To Pastors and 
Ss. S. Superintendents. 


We have durin thirty good od books fresh and su 
perintendents wi ks fresh from the 
press at an wapense 


—— oh pes Could ‘at this « an BI pe th aatetes 

ron. 8 w ‘u 
rds. Send forour Book is bag + Plan, and 
prospectus of n of ne ary owe 


WH. Cincinpati. Ohio. 
Superintendents and Teachers 


connected with Presbyterian Sunday-schools, 
and not now subscribers to The New York 
Evangelist, are requested to send their name 
and address to the office of the paper, that a 
copy may be sent them free for one month. 
Address, N, Y. EVANGELIST, Box 2330, New 
York. 











EACHERS' BIBLES of any kind sent post- 
a. on ovurer al. ye at our expense, if 

t 2.80 , $3.50, $4.00, $4.50, 85.00 

Gaterde (ase Q are ul eae type Divinity circuit, 
thin paper. and far below publishers’ prices. Agents, 





yout chases too. T. s. MorRow, , Minneapolis, Minn. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD BOOKS. 


The best pertee is the PILGRIM. Complete, prac 
tical, a nesstike. Send for Ceesters 
Cong B's. mend Pub. b, Bociety, Boston 


and Chicago, 





CHRISTMAS CANDY BOXES. 


oS 






Z gon" box for 

olding candy at 
Christmas festi- 
vals and Sunday- 
school celebra- 
tions. A beautiful 
lithographed pic- 
ture appears on 
each of the six 
sides. It is made 
fl aperes cA 


Carona. "3 vod 
hundred by ex- 
ogee not are a: 
i. 2.00 ; b, 
1) 50; 
one sample, 6c, 
We have a large 
varietyofcheaper 
boxes in the same 
sizes from ‘$1.00 
pe hundred up 
nd for fre ius. 
trated price -list 
or 2c. for full 
sample line. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 122 Nassau St., N.Y, 


LIVING HYMNS 


By Hon. Jonn WANAMAKER, 
3,000 of which are in use at 
Bethany School, may be had by 
any one who desires to have the 
best book ever made for Sun- 
day-school and week-night meet- 
™ We 50c., by mail; $4.80 per dozen. 


JOHN J. HOOD, riticatipnss, # 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


1091, FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, 1091, 


Santa's Surpr ise, for ise, BE MED ven ete Be 
.» BY mail. 
The Lord’s | Anointed, New Service (ko. 1) 
‘ . 
A kindergarten servi 
The Christmas King. A*‘2cerRer foiks, by 
Mrs, WiLnur F. Caarts. Price, 5 


Christmas Annual, No. 22, farnishes new 


season by experienced composers. Price, 4 cts, 
for Christmas time, Ne. 2, sent on 
Recitations receipt of two 2 cant stamps. 
A large line of Octavo vo Anthems for choirs, ete. 


THE BICLOW & | & MAIN COMPANY, 
81 Randolph St., -» Chicago. 76 E. Ninth St., New York. 


HOIRS WILL LIKE IT. 
OWN ANTHEMS (New). By W. A. OG- 


Own Myleene ed tngge 12 By W. 


hana THE W ww WHE VHIT co. ” Foledo, 0. .. 


CHOIR LEADERS. 


Send 10 cents for a sample copy of the Musicat 
VisrToR_containing anthems. 
THE JOHN CHURCH Co., Cincinnatl, oe. 


Primary Exercises for Sunday-Schools, 
Indorsed b: Broekiys Sunday-school Union. 
10 cents per copy. 
WARD & DEUMMON , New York City. 


“ SHELLEY'S JEWELS.” Arpricrot religious 


general distribution. By mail, 40 cents per 100, as- 
sorted ; a; Ss. 00 per 1,000. 432¢ ‘ollege Place, } Now ¥ y ork, — 





























EYRE « SPOTTISW OODE'S 
Thin white paper TEACHER'S BIBLES 
contains 300 pages of * Aids.” The Minion , 
type edition, boundin Alsatian levant, isthe 
best book at the price, $5, on the market. 
EB. & J. B. YOUNG & OO. CooreR Union, N. Y. 


o Busy Girls, a Bundle of Letters for 

Sale. y Grace E. Dope, of the New Yorx 
Board of Kducation. Of much interest . ev girl. 
12mo, Cloth. Scents, po t free. a WAG: 
NALES CO., 18-20 Astor 'Pince. New ‘York. 


700, 000: The largest ctreulation of ny 
veriodica!l in the world. 
bila. Ladies’ Home sour 


pie copies free, 
phia, Pa, 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is | pagaenge week!y 

atthe following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 

ers, These rates include postage: 

ONE COPY, One Year, ..........0scecscescseserseseeeseees ves $1.50 

Onecopy, five years, full payment in advance,.. 5.00 
TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 

dents, $1.00 a year, or #4.00 for five years, full payment 


advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS. 
Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will be'ny lied with as many copies as may be de 


n€@ followin 

For any number of copics (more than one) mailed 
to individual addresses, $1.00 each. 

For five or more copies in a package to one addres, 
SOcentseach. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one zon only, and no nhames can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 

The rs foraciub may be ordered sent portly 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
package to one address, at 50 cents each, when so de- 
si 


yearly club rates: 


The rs fora club should all go to one post-office, 
aithoughin cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
schoo! get their mail matter from oue post-office, and 
Gabebe ta the same school get theirs from another, 
the vapers will be seutaccordingly. ‘This upplies to 

kage clubs, at the fifty-cent rate, to the extent that 
large clubs may be divided into packages of five or 
more, if desired. 


FREE COPIES. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for inaclub ofeitber 
ce er. ‘The free copies for package clubs cannet 
well be sent separately, but will be included in the 


Per daltions may be made at any time to a club—such 

additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 

with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to 

be the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 
Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
ear, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
me as the papers may be required. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Subscrivers to whom the 
paper is nailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.09 
a year, may have the address changed at any time 
without charge. Members of package clubs do not 
have this privilege, but any such may have his paper 
changed from tiie package to an individual address, 
by paving fifty cents, the difference in the price of the 
two classes of subscriptions, or may order an extra 
copy of the paper sent to a vacation address, at the 
rate of three cenis a week for a short term, or twenty- 
five cents for three months. 

Subscribers asking to have.the direction of a paper 
Changed shonid be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both nty and state. ‘ 

If a club subscription is renewed by some other po 
on than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for es the place of the one 
formed last year by 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the thine paid for, unless by special request. Fb ae 
pers for a club will veverienss be discontinued he 
expiration of the subscripti Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

Fnough copies of any qe issue of the paper to en- 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rates, which iuclude postage: 

One copy, one year, shillings. 
‘Two or more copies, one year, 6shillings each. 
To ministers and missionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
fo secure | he above rates for two or more copies, the 
pemres must be ordered at one time, and they will be 

mt either singly to the Individual addresses, or in a 

kage to one address, whichever may be preferred 

y the subscribers, 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C,, will receive yearly 
or halhyearly aubscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper to be mailed dirett fm Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 


JOUN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P, O. Box 1550. 
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MIACEE’S 
EMULSION 


No other proprietary medicine has the 
endorsement of Physicians to the same 
extent, or is used in Hospital practice with 
so large a percentage of satisfactory results. 


No other remedy has relieved so many 
cases of 


CONSUMPTION 


and other Pulmonary Diseases, It is also 
a reliable remedy for 


SCROFULA 
and other diseases of the blood. 


Tt is as easy to take as Maple Syrup or 
Honey, and can be retained by the most 
delicate stomachs without nausea. 


IF YOU have a Coli, Cough, Bron- 
chitis, Dyspepsia, or a generally run-down 
system, you can regain health and strength 
quickly by the use of 


MACEE’S | 
EMULSION 


Ask your Cruggist for it, and take only that labeled 


MAGEE EMULSION CO., Lawrence, Mass. 
BANDY LEGS PREVENTED. 


Send for Catal of PATENT 
Physicians and Sur 
to walk,and those troubled weak or 
B. NATHAN, 221 6th Ave., New York, 


RUPTURE diai 














There is nothing that may 
not happen to a thin baby. 

There is nothing that may 
not happen to a man who is 
losing his healthy weight. 

We say they are “ poor.” 
They are poorer than we at 
first suspect. 

Do you want almost all 
that is known of the value of 
plumpness told in a way to 
commendto you CAREFUL LIv- 
1InG—and Scott’s Emulsion of 
cod-liver oil it you need it. 

A book on it free. 

Richt Bowne, Chemists 132 South sth Avenue, 


Your druggist keeps Scott’s Emulsion of cod-liver 
eil—all druggists everywhere do. §1. 











ww 
BeautysBousie 


SAVING LABOR, 
DURABILITY & CHEAPNESS, 





re) @ 
Horaobur HEATED UNEQUA 
~BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 
Grocer ought to have it on sale. Ask him for it 
D. S$. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 24 St., Phila., Pa, 


vont BICYCLES Func 


"01 stock we offer | FORMERLY NOW 
je Safety1}¢ cushiontires $140 $90 
bt (91 make) lady Or man, all jball..., 15 

- . 


roury ‘ety, all steel ees 100 
yd ty ~ CV rm Ayan a RY 

oO a wheels, greatly 
Cate. free. Mouse, Hazard & Oo. G st. cone tik 


ro LUBURG’S FACTORIES 


ta, Rohe onctinern Adare, atte ere 





lid’s 
Db Fancy . Cate Fr 
Soo aS" S2's North Eighth St~, Philadass Pas 





VAN HOUTEN'S 


“Samivel,my boy, 
"vea qguarre: 
ed, Xer mother-in- 
(Law says there is 
Nothin’ like Vang 
Houten’s Cocoa 
An’ the shepherd § 
Sticks to his rum 
And water. 
“There's no need 
To drop him in the 
Water—dutt 


}_- WELLER, SENrOR, * 4, soaneer.” 

>» The Standard Cocoa of the World. 
A Substitute for Tea & Coffee, ¢ 

Better for the Nerves & Stomach. $ 


“Porlectiy Pure. 
“Soe Soe es cams ama 


~~ 


VUVVUVVV Vevey 


The most eminent 
Doctors, certify that 


VAN HOUTEN’S PATENT PROCESS 


, 

, 

> (a secret of the firm) highly devel the 
» digestibility. strength an x yom and 
aroma of cocoa bean. 


Sold in 1-8, 1-4, 1-2 and 1 Ib.Cans. Tf 
not obtainable, enclose 25 cts. to either Van ¢ 
HouTEN & Zoon,106 Reade Street, New York, ¢ 
or 45 Wa Ave., Chicago, &@ can, con- 
tolning enough for 35 to 40 cups, will be maple’. 

only by 
ZOon, Weesp, Holland. al. 


6h ht bn bt et te 
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Van Houten 

















GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


EPPS'S COCOA. 


BREAKFAST. 


* By athorough knowledgeofthe natural laws which 
overn the operations of digestion and nutrition, aud 
y a careful application of the fine properties of well- 

selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast 
tables with a delicate bees beverage which seer 
save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judi- 
cious use of such articles of diet that a constitution 
may be gradually built up until strong enough to resist 
every tendency to disease. Hundreds of subtle mala- 
dies are floating around us ready to attack wherever 
there isa weak point. We may escape many a fatal 
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure 
blood and a properly nourished frame.” — Civil Service 
Gazette. Made simply with boiling water or milk. 
Sold only in half-pound tins, by Grocers, labeled thus: 
EPPS & CO., Homeopathic Chemists. 
ndon, England. 
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Dy REATEST INVENTION 


( in fornen. yap 7 8 S4GYLD HAVE IT 
pu N 
Dene AND PUT e crs.pen can TM CAND 
——=— STEPHEN F. WHITMAN &SON . 
ep gp MVENMoRS’ano SoLe manue'n's. 
oo > 33 HILADELPHIA PA. 





ALLCOCK'S 


POROUS PLASTERS. 


Atucock’s Porous PLasters have attained a world-wide 


reputation solely upon their superlative merits. 


They have 


many would-be rivals, but have never been equaled, or even 
approached, in curative properties and rapidity and safety of 


action. 


Their value has been attested by the highest medical 


authorities, as well as by unimpeachable testimonials from those 
who have used them, and they are recommended as the best 
external remedy for Weak Back,, Rheumatism, Sciatica, Colds, 
Coughs, Sore-Throat, Chest and Stomach Affections, Kidney 
Difficulties, Weak Muscles, Strains, Stitches, and Aches and 


Pains of every description. 


Beware of imitations, and do not be deceived by misrepresentation. Ask for ALLCOCK’s, 
and let no solicitation or explanation induce you to accept a substitute, 





For Scholars. 


The Scholar’s Magazine. 








A 32 page monthly publication, containing wholesome home read- 
ing for the scholars; also the International Sunday-school lessons. 


It embodies a new idea in Sunday- 


school literature, and is meeting with a hearty welcome. Subscription price : Twenty-five cents a year ; 
for five or more copies, in a package to one address, one cent each per month, or twelve cents per year. 


Specimen copies free. 
The Scholar’s Lesson Guide. 
International Sunday-school lessons. 


Issued quarterly. 
In the preparation of this quarterly, the aim has been to present 


16 pages. A brief help to the study of the 


a brief and simple plan of lesson study which the scholar would undertake, rather than a complicated 


one which he would let alone. 
than Lesson Leaves. 
cents each per year. Specimen cepies free. 


JOHN D. 


It is prepared by a skilled worker at lesson-helps. It is cheaper, even, 
Five cr more copies, in a package to one address, one cent each per quarter ; four 


WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


—_—>—_——. 


THE HOLLY-TREE. 
[By Robert Southey.] 


O reader! hast thou ever stood to see 
The holly-tree ? 

The eye that contemplates it well perceives 
Its glossy leaves 

Ordered by an intelligence so wise 

As might confound the atheist’s sophistries, 


Below, a circling fence, its leaves are seen 
Wrinkled aud keen ; 
No grazing cattle through their prickly round 
Cun reach to wound ; 
But as they grow where nothing is to fear, 
Smooth and unarmed the pointless leaves 
appear. 


I love to view these things with curious eyes, 
Aud moralize ; 
And in this wisdom of the holly-tree 
Can emblem see 
Wherewith perchance to make a pleasant 
rhyme,— 
One which may profit in the after-time. , 


Thus, though abroad perchance I might appear 
arsh and austere, 
To those who on my leisure would intrude 
Reserved and rude, 
Gentle at home amid my friends I’d be, 
Like the high leaves upon the holly-tree, 


And should my youth, as youth is apt, I know, - 
Some harshness show, 
All vain asperities I day by day 
Would wearaway, —~ 
Till the smooth temper of my age should be 
Like the high leaves upon the holly-tree, 


And as, when all the summer trees are seen 
So bright and green, 
The holly-leaves a sober hue display 
Less bright than they ; 
But when the bare and wintry woods we see, 
What then so cheerful as the holly-tree ? 


So serious should my youth appear among 
The thonghtless throng, 
So would 1 seem amid the young and gay, 
ore grave than they, 
That in my age as cheerful I might be 
As the green winter of the holly-tree, 





WHAT BECOMES OF BOOKS? 


(Dr. William C, Prime, in The Journal of Commerce. ] 


* What becomes of all the pins is an old 
question, easily ‘auswered.. They dixinte- 
grate, vanish in complete decay. What 
becomes of all the books is a more serious 
question, not so easily answered. They 
do not oiten perish by what we call deway, 
but come to their destruction mostly by 
violence. 

The most ancient books were made of 
the least perishable maierials. The 
‘Babylonians wrote by impression on clay 
tablets, and baked them, making durable 
pottery which has ottlasted the ages. But 
pottery is fragile, and the great libraries 
of ancient Asia are now represented by 
fragments. The Egyptians. wrote with 
color on papyrus. In the wonderful 
climate of the Nile Valley their manu- 
script rolis, when laid in safe places, have 
retained their original perfection, But 
papyrus is exceedingly delicate when dry, 
and destruction has overtaken most of the 
ancient Egyptian literature. It is not im- 
possible that our most flimsy modern 
books, printed on straw or wood paper, 
would, if stored in Egyptian tombs, last 
as long as papyras. Like all works of art 
made from perishable materials,—like 
paintings on canvas or panel, silks and 
stuffs, leather and wood,—books can be 
preserved and handed down from genera- 
tion to generation only by anxious care. ... 

Many who prize books imagine, without 
much thought, that they have a peculiar 
sacredness in all eyes. Accustomed to see 
books, hear about books, buy, borrow, or 
otherwise obtain and read books, those 
who live more or less in thé atmosphere 
of literature are much given to supposing 
that that atmosphere pervades all the 
civilized world of this century. They are 
mistaken. This age is very far frombeing 
an enlightened age of universal book-read- 
ing. For each person who buys a book 
there are ten or twenty or more who never 
buy a book from the. beginning to the end 
of their lives. When you hear ofsa great 
book of travel, a great historical work, a 
great philosophical treatise, any new book 
by an eminent author; which, to use a 
common phrase, “makes a noise in the 
world,” you will find the fact to be that 
if, in the English-speaking and reading 
world that book sells two thousand copies, 
it has a very large average sale among a 
population of seventy or a hundred million 
people. In New York City mot one per- 
son in ten has any interest in keeping a 
book of any kind ; not one person in fifty 
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places the valuation of a dime on the most 
valuable book. ... 

It is a common practice for heirs of old 
families to clean out the house, and sell 
the old books to any local dealer in 
“second-hand” furniwre. I have very 
often seen a wagon-load of books brought 
from such a sale and heaped in a mass on 
a shop floor, to be rudely examined b 
any one who would take the trouble, and, 
after a week or two of unintelligent ex- 
amination, to be sold to paper-makers. 

Dealers in prints destroy a great many 
books. The modern custom of “illus- 
trating” books by inserting portraits and 
prints has led dealers and illustrators to 
take the illustrations out of books for this 
‘use, and the book being thus rendered 
unsalable, is destroyed. The dealer can 
éften get a better pricé for the illustra- 
tions sold separately than for the book 
itself. Not long ago I wasin a print-shop 
and saw a clerk in the act of cutting out 
the portraits from an old book. He had 
cut only two or three when I stopped him. 
The book was rare and valuable, and one 
so seldom met with that no copy had been 
catalogued for sale in Europe in several 
years. I was very glad to find it, and will- 
ing enough to buy it at a price far above 
his valuation of the prints. My collec- 
tions contain great numbers of woodcut 
prints which I have purchased from time 
to time singly or in Jots, and which are 
the relics of grand old books that have 
been cut up for the pictures. It is a re- 
markable fact that the authoritative 
writers on engravings and engravers have 
in many cases seen only such extracted 
prints, and have been Jed into errors from 
not knowing the books of which they 
formed important illustrations. 

Just now paper is cheap, and wood pulp 
and straw and clay go into it cheaply. 
Waste paper is not in demand to be re- 
manufactured, as in former times. But 
when rags were high priced, and waste 
paper brought corresponding prices, tons 
of Socks were used by the paper manu fac- 
turers. These were not, as some suppose, 
all trash. Many a good book went to 
pulp. The total irreverence with which 
grand books are sometimes regarded is 
well illustrated by a huge folio in my 
library, a_ splendid specimen. of _bovk- 
making in the early days of printing. 
Without date, as are all the earliest 
books, it is possibly, or probably, printed 
by. Mentelius (to whom some attributed 
the invention of typography), within ten 
or fifteen years after the first book. Bound 
in heavy boards, leather covered, it is as 
solid as a rock, in as perfect and bright 
condition as when sold by the printer. 
One only effect of four hundred and 
twenty-odd years of time is visible. In 
the thick board cover the title by which 
the book was known, Pharetra Doctorum, 
written on a slip of parchment, was set 
deep in the thick ‘board cover, and pro- 
tected with transparent horn. Time or 
the attacks of insects have eaten away 
pert of the horn. What has been the 

istory of the book for four centuries, 
must be matter of conjecture. It must 
have been always treasured until it came 
into the hands of some one who did 
not see any interest in it. Then it was 
sold by weight, at a few cents per pound, 
to a paper-mill, whence it was rescued by 
a friend, from whom it came to me.... 

The early printers were bookbinders 
and publishers, as are some of our great 
book manufacturers to-day. They often 
made their own pasteboard for bindings, 
using all the sheets and scraps of waste 
paper, placing them in layers, with glue, 
under press. We find, by soaking these 
old bindings, and separating them, that 
not only old nr but old prints 
and printed pages and sheets of books 
were thus used. I have recovered from 
old binding-board a large number of valu- 
able specimens of early typography and 
engraving. That indefatigable explorer, 
Mr. Petrie, has recently made a discovery 
which shows a remarkable similarity in 
the fate of ancient and modern books. 
Thousands of Egyptian mummies—it is 
safe te say hundreds of thousands—wsre 
encased in what ie called a cartonage. 
This is not unlike a heavy and strong 
pasteboard, manufactured insoft condition 
around the entire body. It dried and 
hardened into a casing almost impene- 
tyable to a steel knife-blade. The ma- 
terial in most of these appears to be layers 

of cloth and cement. But Mr. Petrie has 
found that some of them are not unlike 
more modern pasteboard, made of layers 
of papyrus and cement. On these old 
scraps he has found jnteresting ‘manu- 
aetipt. From his examination of several 


nrummies in one locality, there is reason 
to believe that the carton-maker was in 
the habit of buying out the waste paper 
(papyrus) from families or individuals, as 
in our day the second-hand book-dealer 
buys out the old books of a household. 
There is reason to hope for the future dis- 
covery of much ancient manuscript in 
thesemummy-cases, The interesting fact, 
in comnection with our present subject, is 
that, in old times as in modern, it was the 
fate of literature to fall into the possession 
of people who did not value it, and who 
sold it to be manufactured over again into 
otber forms of art production. 





“Continual dropping wears 
away the stone.” 

The continual breaking of 
lamp-chimneys costs a good 
deal in the course of a year. 

You can stop it. Get Mac- 
beth’s ‘“‘ pearl top” or “ pearl 
glass.” te will have no more 
trouble with breaking from 
heat. You will have clear glass 
instead of misty; fine instead 
of rough; right shape instead 
of wrong; and uniform, one 
the same as another. 

. You will pay a nickel a chim- 
ney more; and your dealer 
will gain in good-will what he 
loses in trade; he will widen 


his trade by better service. 
Pittsburg. Guo. A. MACBETH & 00. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


Examine the new Mason & Hamlin Piano and Organ 
catalogues, sent free to any address. The Mason & 
Hamlin Grand and Upright Pianos are constructed 
on an Improved Method of tx invented and 
prea ten J used by Mason & amiin, by which 
remarkable | py J of tone and great durability are 
secured, and phenomenal capacity to stand in 


tune. The Mason & Ham- 

lin ScREW- STRINGER 

was patented ORGANS in July, 1883, 

and is a veri- } table triamph 
g pron 


for American ingenuity, jounced by ex- 
perts ‘‘ the greatest improvement of the century” in 
pianos, American Pianos and Organs are superior 
to all others. Mason & Hamlin ‘Organs have ‘lon 
been the Standard the world over. The Mason 

Hamlin Piano is fast becoming as famous as the 
Mason & Hamlin Organ, an@ illustrates that HicHEs? 


STANDARD OF E XcELLENCE 
ways character- 





which has al- 
ized the latter instrument, and 
won for ¥ Highest Honors 
at all greit World’s Exhibitions since Paris, 1867. 
~~ catalogues free. 
Yithout under-estimatin the improvements 
= by others in pianos, the Mason & Hamlin 
TRINGBR is claimed to be the gngatest improvement 
of them all, and without tt highest attainable 
excellence is sim, 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN AND PIANO CO, 
BOSTON. NEW YORK, OHICAGO. 


CHURCH | Established 1527. 
©] R Cc A N M Correspondence invited. 


ooK & HASTINGS, Boston, Maas. 
OUTFIT FREE. 

Our fireside series of new CHRISTMAS 
BOOKS now ready. Books for all ages, beauti- 
fully illustrated, handsome lithograph covers. 
Prices, 50 cents to $2.50. 

BIG COMMISSIONS TO. AGENTS. 

Write for particulars, quick. 


H. J. SMITH & CO., 
Philadelphia, Pa., and Chicago, Ill. 


MONEY fim 
selling the 
**New Model Hall Type- 
writer.’’ Agents aliowed better 
commissions than any ever before 
offered wy a standard company. 
Sell a useful article, please 2 
oat and make — a t 
will pay you to address N. Type- 
writes de: » Boston, Maes 


NOVELTIES acen 
Convertible Wire Bashers, Handy Button, Belf- 
threading Needle & many others. Catalog sont free 
D. CaSSGREEN M¥go. Co., 134 Van Buren 8t., Chicago. 
AGEN TS “Sacred Pictures” is a grand 
success! Large quarto, 9X10 in., 384 
sages, 379 elegant pictures. Prices, $1.75 to $2.75. 
asiest seller on earth. Exclusive territory, liberal 


terms, freight paid; illustrated circular free. 
Keystone Pub. Co., 236 8. 8th St., Phila, Pa, 


HILL’S MANUAL fcr. ccc 


ene in octal and Dariaees Life. hme d oshien, 
, 1891. r prices any Book Agent, or 

: DANES Co., 108 Btate Street, Chicago. 
Opportunity for Lady and Gentlemen canvassers, 


Profitable Employment to Teachers, 


students, and other energetic ns. Get our terms 
on religious books and Bibles before engacing else- 
where. John C. Winston&0o., Phila. Pa. or Chicago,Lil, 


AGENTS WAN"=? © =" BOOKS. 


our HOLIDAY 





























Sataness terms to werkers. Send for illustra- 
circulars to American Pablishing (c., 
Hartford, Conn., Boston, St. Louls, or 
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Hints on Child -Training. 


By the Rev. H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.D. 





This work is the ripest result of the lifetime study and ex- 
perience of a Christian educator, in the sphere of the home train- 
ing of children, as distinct from their teachings in the week-day 
school or the Sunday-seMool. ‘Every precept in its pages has been 
tested by the principles of Christian philosophy and by actual 
experiment in more than one generation of little ones. 


The Christian Register, of Boston, says: ‘ This book is not the work of 
The author explainsgthat these hints had been arrived at by 
induction and practical experience, They are marked throughout by wisdom 
and kindliness, and a sympathy and interest in child-life. 
difference between the method of child-training presented fh this book and 
that of the old régime as between the old and brutal methods of horse- 
breaking and those of Baucherand Bartholomew. Dr. Trumbull’s object is, 
He respects the individuality of 
the child, and finds that letting alone as a means of child-training is as 
The spirit of the book throughout is 
It is really a volame for the training of parents and 
teachers. Those who have not had experience with children, as well as 
many who have, will find its pages full of interest and suggestion,” 


A book of over 300 pages, size 74%4X5% inches, beautifully 
bound in cloth and gold. Price, $1.00. For sale by-booksellers, 


a theorist. 


not to crush the child’§ will, but to train it. 


important as more positive means, 
beautiful and helpful. 


or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. 
JOHN 


D. WATTLES, Pus.isHer, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


There is as much 


Canvassers wanted. 
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A SOLID STEEL FENCE. — 


wave or EXPANDED METAL. 


Vor RESIDENCES, CHURCHES, CEMETERIES, FARMS GARDENS, Gates, Arbors, Window Guards, Trellises 


Write for Illustrated Catalogue. No. 14. CENTRAL EXPANDED METAL CO. 


Hardware Men keepit, Give name of this paper. 


| 


CuT FROM 
Stee! Piates 


116 Water St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 








HE ONLY 


DRESS ST AY made cemented together with gutta 
percha, with a triple silesia cap cement- 
ed to the ends of the steel. Will not cut through or rust. A@” See 


name “Perfection” stamped on each. Ask your dealer for them, or write for samples. 


New York Office and Salesroom, 














IF You KNiw 


that, out of every ten wire mats sold 
fr..m our factory, little argu 

to convince you that the “ Hartman” Mat was the 
one you ought to buy. That is the exact state of 
We will tell you “ why.” 


HARTMAN MFG. CO.,-works, Beaver Falls, Pa. 

Branches : 102 Chambers St., New York; 508 State St., 
Chicago ; 51 and 58 8. Forsyth St., Atlanta, Ga. 

Our Mats have brass tag attached stamped “‘ Hartman.” 


affairs. 


Catalogue and testimonials mailed free. 


eight came 
ument would be needed 














A NEW LICHT 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS. | 











FOR MAGIC LANTERNS, and other new features worth 
knowing about. Catalogue free. Mention this paper. 
J.B. COLT & Coe., 16 Beekman Sireet, Now York. 





WILSON'S ROLLING PARTITIONS 


For Churches 
and Schools. 


CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS, 
WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS. 
Satisfaction guaranteed, or no sale. 

Estimate given of cost, and descriptive 

catalogue furnished, on applicatioa, 


A. 4d, INER, 
No. 36 South 24 8:., Philadelphia, Pa. 





SOUND PROOF. 


VENETIAN 


CHURCH, HALL, AND LODGE 


Furniture, Pulpits, Chairs, Pews, ete, 
BAXTER C. SWAN, i & 246 SB, 2d St., Phila, Pa 





BLINDS 


H For Schools, Owell- 
ings, and Public 
Buildings. 


Church, Lodge, and Invalid Furniture, 


Pews and Opera Chairs. 


$.¢. SMALL & €0.,26 Bromeld St, Boston, Mass 
ANNERS, FOR, SUNDAY- SCHOOLS. 
c, a. Many a CO., 133 N, 3d & 


r ormerino. Iron Banner 
Se. Send for illus. price-list. 


Phiia., Pa, 





, 74W. 23d St., N. Y. 








GICLANTERNS 


U PT LOON OO. 1008 Walnut St. Phila. Pa. 











BESTaee ma 
GRAPH FAMILY 
We give you terms. Address Dept. 5 


©.P. CORY 4 00., 614 68 Jefferson &., Chicage 


2 is our PHOTO 
RD PICTURE 





uy or 


nh 


FLAGS AND BANNERS. 
SiISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md. 


Send for lilustrated catalogue. 


TOLVRTISILANTERNS WANTED tae ge 


RNAMENTAL TILE and SHINGLES of 


h-grade tin or copper, for churches, resi- 


dences, etc. ~ we patterns for towers, mansards, 
gables, and belt-cour 


MONTRUsS METAL SHINGLE CO., Camden, N. J. 


se. Low price. Circulars free. 


The correct writing-papers for 
society, forcign, and every-day 
correspondence, are 
BOSTON LINEN 

BOSTON BOND, 

and BUNKER HILL. 
Superior in quality, reasonabie in 

. Iyour dealer does not kerp 
them, tend ua your address, and 
we will forward you our complete 
2 samples free. 
C SAMUEL WARD CO., 
49 & 61 Franklin Street, Boston, 








[December 19, 1891. 





























' “THE WORTH O’ A THING 
ia best learned by the want o’ it.” Although cheap 
in point of price, 


SAPOLIO 


Is beyond value. Those who try it know. 

Don’t you want a friend who would take half 
your hard work off your shoulders and do it with- 
outa murmur? W. would you give to find an 
assistant in your housework thet would keep your 
floors and walls clean, and your kitchen bright, 
and yet never yr ugly over the matter of hard 
work. ay «yd just such a friend and can be 
bought at all grocers. No, 90, 













CORSET WAISTS. 


THOUSANDS | 
MEn NOW IN USE. 









FERRIS BROS.. 341 Broadway,” 'N. ve 


INVESTORS 








Mortgages 
sia” eso, 
Bonds 572% 


Stocks “4 


O% 
WE HAVE HAD 


20 Years’ 10% 
VESTMENTS. 
NEVER. Lost A DOLLAR 
Principal has 


In every instance Interest and been paid 
at maturity. 
WE HAVE RETURNED TO INVESTORS 


S13, 800,000" 


realizing 5 per cent. to 18 per cent, interest. 
We handle 
pon have ever 
‘ Any we hare offered in feel tan yease. We can refer 
i to the ins Beate fe ow York. Lad. to oar 400 pat- 
pamment of Now A ~~ cee 


J. B. WATKINS L. M. Co. 


Wall St., Cor. Broadway, New York. 
q wawey DICKINSON, Manager. 


ETS 





! . 350,000 acres of Choice Farm Lands. Fail 
. re of crops never known. Bestall-the-yearclimatein 
P the world” Soilada toall kindsof farming. Plenty 
of water, Low prices, and unnsvally liberal terms 
cE. SIMMONS, nd Com. C.& N.W,. R’y, Chicago, nh 


AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE CoO.,|— 


ses and s10 V Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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A CHOICE GIFT FOR YOUR FRIEND. 
FRIENDSHIP. THE MASTER-PASSION 


! BOOK on the Nature and History of Friend- 
| ship, and Its Place in the World’s Forces. 
By H. Clay Trumbull, author of “ Kadesh- 
Barnea,” “The Blood Covenant,” “Yale 
ae Lectures on the Sunday-School,” etc. 
Friendship is a theme of the ages. Its treatment in this 
book is as fresh and thorough-as it is attractive. The claim 
is boldly made that friendship has been a more potent fac- 
tor in the world’s forces than any other sentiment or passion, 
not excepting ambition, avarice, or love; and the proofs of 
this thesis are presented in detail. Part I. treats of the Na- 











“ture and Scope of Friendship. Part II. gives examples of 


Friendship in History, including all the great epoch-makers 
in the realms of royalty, heroism, religious progress, strug- 
gle for civil liberty, philosophy, and poetry. The book is 
sure of a-wide reading, for its topic is of universal interest. 


This work, of 413 pages, richly bound in cloth and enclosed in a box, is well 
suited for a gift-book for the holidays. Price, $3.00. ‘‘ The Impregnable Rock 
of Holy Scripture," by the Hon. W. E. Gladstone, $1.00. “The Divine Order 
of Human Society,"” by Prof. R. E. Thompson, $1.00. Dr. Trumbull's “ Yale 
Lectures on the Sunday-School,” $1.50; ‘‘ Hints on Child-Training,”’ $1.00; 
“ Teaching and Teachers,” $1.00; ‘‘A Model Superintendent,” $1.00. For 
sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Nothing Succeeds Like Success. 


BLAKESLEE'S Stwosv:senoo.® LESSONS. 


“ Most cordially and ung walffediy commended.” 
Rev why E. Twitchell, D.D., New Haven, Conn. 


study.” 
Rev. C. H. Cutler, Bangor, ‘Me. 
“ The most practical and satisfactory method of “~— study that*has ever come to my 
notice.’ Rev. . T. Rose, Lowell, Mass. 
“ A vast improvemeng over the International scheme.” 
Rev. D. Merriman, D.D., Worcester, Mass. 
“ Way ahead of other methods.” “ Cuppemses in their incentive to study.” 
. E. Andersons Danielsonville, Conn. 
“ Have largely increased interest and pat... in the study of God's Word.” “ Are 
giving Rar peony satisfaction.” Rev. E. D. omen Roxbury, Ne on 
‘ave gained more from this year’s study than from many years of ordinary Sunda 
A vWF. G. Deane, N lag 2 








** Have quickened interest and stimulate 


school wor Newark V 
“* None of us would willingly revert to the old i methods.” 
Rev. H. M. , Bowden, Portland, Conn. 
“* Nothing else so good is 
Oliphant, Methuen, Mass. 
Hon. Thomas D. Luce, Nashua, N. H. 
“* Have used them with remarkable interest ra 
. Geo. B. Hatch, Lynn, Mass. 
“ I gladly give them my emphatic a ee 
Rev. W. V. W. Davis, D.D., Worcester, Mass. 
M. E. Preisch, Buffalo, N. Y. 
E. C, Oakley, Oakland, Cal. 
“ Very interesting.” “ A great Fuccess.” 
bc. Morgan, President R. R. ¥Y. M. C. A., Rutland, Vt. 


O. H. Bowers, East Orange, N. J. 
“ The interest and enthusiasm are cnthasly rene ]. Reynolds, Peabody, M 
olds, Peabody, Mass. 


“ Have used them with increasing and unanimous favor.” 
available at present.” Rev. C. W. 
“ They create and sustain an interest.” 


“ Have found them very successful.” 


“ We are very much pleased with the course.” 


“A great success.” 


Send Postal-card for Free Specimen Copies. 


THE BIBLE STUDY PUBLISHING CO. 
Henry D, Novas & Co., General Agents. — 134 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 
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security. H safe inter- 
est. Tacoma Invest MENT Co, ‘scoma. Vash 
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"The Library 


The International Lessons. 
(Pocket Edition.) ‘ 


ised Version given in full on opposite pages. 


for notes. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





£ARARRAAA IASI II IIIIIIIISIIS” 


¥ESERESESESERESES ERS EE EERERE SY 


FFKKKKK KKH FEF KKEK KKK KKK ER KA 


Every teacher should have the pocket edition of the International Sunday-school lessons, 
with both the Common and the Rev 
(2) 4 inches) containing all the lessons of the year, and 52 blank 
on thin, tough paper, and neatly bound in cloth, 
thing for those who wish to look over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough for a gift to 
teachers or scholars at Christmas, Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty 
cents each. Bound in fine leather, fifty cents; five or more, forty cents each. 


A little book 
It is printed 
with side stamp in color and gold. Just the 


of American Literatures: > 


It will pay you to find out by writing toC. L. WEBSTER & CO., 67 Fifth Ave., New York. I 


RIDLEYS;, 


CRAND STREET; N. q. 


TOYS! DOLLS! GAMES! 


Books, Stationery, Toilet Articles, 


Dressing Cases, China and Glassware. 


FANCY AND ARTISTIC FURNITURE, 
ROCKERS, CHAIRS, 

TaBLES, HIGH AND Low CHILDREN’S Caan 

CABINETS, PORTFOLIOS, ETC. 


Solid Gold and Diamond Jewelry. 


Genuine Diamond Pendants, Lace Ping; 
Rings, Brooches, Scarf Pins, Bracelets, 


Gold and Silver Watches. 


Solid Gold Finger-rings, Necklaces, ete. 
* Quality Guaranteed, 


FINE mene GARNET JEWELRY, 
PERA GLASSES 


(Best makes), Gold Eyeglasses, Spectacles, Fine 
« Clocks, Ornaments in Bronze and Onyx. 


STERLING SILVER WARE, 
Silver-plated Ware. 


Knives, Forks, Spoons, Ladies. Casters, 
Cake Dishes, Nut Bowls, Salad Bowls, 
Epergnes, Crumb Trays, Choto-. 
late Sets, Tea Sets, and 


Other Silver Novelties. 


MEN’S FURNISHINGS. 


NECKWEAR, MUFFLERS, HANDKERCHIEFS, 


HOSIERY, HOUSE-FURNISHING 
AND HOUSEKEEPING GOODS. 


Furs, Fur Garments, Fur Trimmings, 


Orders by Mail Promptly Filled. 


EDWARD RIDLEY & SONS, 
309, 311, 311} to 321 Grand Street. 


Six floors occu 
the sale of x af 








od enctuinvely by us for 
Cmiiinery.| . all and 





What to make with 
EUREKA SILK. 


1892 Edition, 


Largest, 
Latest and Best Book o 
the kind published. Sent 
on receipt of 8 cents in 
stamps. 

EUREKA SILK CO., 
40 Summer St., Boston. 
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Cle 
BLACK STOCKINGS. 
Money refunded if they 
stain the feet or fade, Com- 
Rostery a line of silk and fancy 


m diRAR pace. 
¥ CO, 


145 Tremont Street, Boston 

57 Euclid Av., Cleveland, °: 
66 W. 4th St.. *Cincinnati, oO, 
gar Send for price-list. 


Lees eRe 








The new shape in stockin Save discomfort and 
corn Illustrated price-list free. 
CHK ENHOSE COMPANY, Boston, Mass. 


O'NEILL 


6th Avenue, 20th to @ist Street, new ¥: York. 
 ~ tim portersand dealersin Dry Goods, Milline 
nthe United States. Send for samplesand prices 








JAMES McCREERY & CO., 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Broadway. Cor. Eleventh St., New York. 


= joins" EVER READY. 


beck mi EE 
a Vote 





of each D 
YPSILANTI ORESS STAY MFG. TA Yosilanti, Michigan. 








T ‘ou wish to advertise sarin 
time write to GEO. P. 
Spruce St., New York. 


Bg pt one in need of information on the “uy of 
of advertising will do well to nin © 3 a of 
“ Book for Advert _e ”* 368 


Mailed < Say eh a 


anywhere one 
tL & CO. No. 10 





careful compa Put 


rectory of all the best pa: Sarva 
the circulation rating of every one, and a Tees - 
—— about rates and other matte pee, | 
the business of advertising. Address ROW ELL 
NDVERTISING BUREAU, 10 Spruce 8t., N. Y 


A Pointer for Teachers. 


Send your address and number of Scholay 
in your cl and a copy for each will be 
sent You FR RRE of the only Sunday School 
Pa rinted ENTIRELY IN or ceaie 

for 1see by Farrm Latimer. Lessons it 
trated In CoLors by special artists. ‘hadress: 











LiTTLe Foiks Paper. New Yorn O'T¥- 





will refund to Y that they lose 


The Sunday School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 
the publisher caktartbons any mone thereby. 
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GLOVES, UMBRELLAS, CANES, LADIES’ ° 









































